
Welcome to our podcast today, 

In the words from Johns gospel chapter 1 

Come and see 

That’s what we are going to be thinking about 
today. 

Seeing Jesus. 

Hearing Jesus 

Following Jesus 

(pause) 

I hope that as you listen to this you will see 
Jesus a bit more clearly. 

And come to know him 

and understand who he really is as the first 
disciples did 

when they met him, 



when they went to see where he lived 

When they decided to follow him when asked 
to ‘come with me’ 

Jesus asks all of us to go with him 

Are we going to heed his call. 

(pause) 

Let’s pray 

Loving Father we come together now to meet 
with you. 

To be in your presence. 
 (pause) 

We come to pray to you, 

And just to sit in contemplation of all that you 
are. 

(pause) 

Father as we hear the Bible being read help us 
to listen. 



Help us to hear you speak. 

Change us through your word. 

Transform us inwardly. 

(pause) 

We’re listening Father. 

Listening to what you are trying to teach us 
through Jesus words and actions. 

(pause) 

Help us hear Jesus calling us to go with him 
as Philip did 

And help us to go with him as Andrew and 
Simon Peter and Philip 

and Nathaniel all did. 

help us to take up our crosses and follow 
Jesus wherever he leads us. 



Help us to walk together on that journey to the 
foot of the cross. 

To die to ourselves, 

And to live for you, Amen. 

(pause) 

Our reading today is from John’s gospel 

Reading from chapter 1.35 to verse 51 

I’m reading from the Good News Translation of 
the bible. 

The next day John was standing there again 
with two of his disciples, 36 when he saw 
Jesus walking by. "There is the Lamb of God!" 
he said. 37 The two disciples heard him say 
this and went with Jesus. 38 Jesus turned, 
saw them following him, and asked, "What are 
you looking for?" They answered, "Where do 
you live, Rabbi?" (This word means 
"Teacher.") 39 "Come and see," he answered. 
(It was then about four o'clock in the 
afternoon.)  



So they went with him and saw where he lived, 
and spent the rest of that day with him. 40 One 
of them was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
41 At once he found his brother Simon and 
told him, "We have found the Messiah." (This 
word means "Christ.") 42 Then he took Simon 
to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "Your 
name is Simon son of John, but you will be 
called Cephas." (This is the same as Peter 
and means "a rock.") 43 The next day Jesus 
decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, "Come with me! 44 (Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the town where Andrew and 
Peter lived.) 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
told him, "We have found the one whom 
Moses wrote about in the book of the Law and 
whom the prophets also wrote about. He is 
Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth." 46 "Can 
anything good come from Nazareth?" 
Nathanael asked. "Come and see," answered 
Philip. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
to him, he said about him, "Here is a real 
Israelite; there is nothing false in him!" 48 
Nathanael asked him, "How do you know 
me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you when you 
were under the fig tree before Philip called 
you."  



49 "Teacher," answered Nathanael, "you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50 
Jesus said, "Do you believe just because I told 
you I saw you when you were under the fig 
tree? You will see much greater things than 
this!" 51 And he said to them, "I am telling you 
the truth: you will see heaven open and God's 
angels going up and coming down on the Son 
of Man.” 

Sermon  

As Donald Trumps term as president comes to 
an end there has been a great deal of 
jockeying amongst leading Senators to see 
who will take over his mantle as leader of the 
republican party. 

To see who might get the nomination of their 
party to run for President in 2024 

Will it be the young upstart Josh Hawley 

Or the previous contender Ted Cruz 

Who, 



if anyone, 

might Trump anoint as his chosen successor. 

Thats if Trump either is barred from standing in 
2024 

or chooses not to run again. 

(pause) 

John the Baptist is coming to the end of his 
ministry 

His light is fading  

a new light is shining. 
(pause) 

John knows that his work is coming to an end 

The one he was sent to prepare the way for is 
now here. 

"There is the Lamb of God!" he said when he 
saw Jesus walking by. 



He wants his own disciples to see Jesus 

and start to follow Jesus. 
(pause) 

It’s time for his disciples to follow Jesus now 

and learn all that they can from him. 

(pause) 

And so two of John’s disciples left John and 
went to investigate who Jesus was. 

They followed him 

Jesus turned, saw them following him, and 
asked, "What are you looking for?"  

They answered, "Where do you live, Rabbi?” 

A strange question 

What has where he lived got to do with 
anything. 

(pause) 



“Come and see," he answered.  

So they went with him and saw where he lived,  

and spent the rest of that day with him. 

(pause) 

And whatever they saw when they were him 
that day 

or that afternoon and evening  

changed their lives for ever. 

Just by spending those few hours with him 
they knew that they were in the presence of 
the Messiah. 

They understood what John meant when he 
described Jesus as the Lamb of God. 

(pause) 

One of the two who followed Jesus that day, 

Andrew, 



rushed to tell his brother Peter all about it. 

"We have found the Messiah.” 

(pause) 

So from spending just a few hours with Jesus 
their lives have been transformed. 

Nothing was ever going to be the same for 
them. 

Or for Andrew’s brother Simon 

soon to be known as Peter 

or for Philip 

or for Nathanael who Philip told about Jesus 

and took him to meet. 

‘We have found the one whom Moses wrote 
about in the book of the Law  

and whom the prophets also wrote about.’ 
(pause) 



In seeing Jesus 

in being with Jesus 

and in Nathanael’s case 

in hearing what Jesus has to say 

they come to understand who Jesus is 

See, implies more than just take a look 

and certainly results in more. 

(pause) 

Though Nathanael is reluctant at first to have 
anything to do with Jesus 

"Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 

He reluctantly does as Philip asks 

and goes to meet Jesus 

He comes to see what all the excitement is 
about. 



And as Nathanael discovers Jesus knows so 
much about him 

as he hears what Jesus says about him 

He believes 

"Teacher," answered Nathanael,  

"you are the Son of God!  

You are the King of Israel!"  

(pause) 

Jesus is bemused by his response 

as I’m sure are we as we read this passage 

It seems like quite a reaction from just a few 
words of Jesus. 

Even if it should have been impossible for 
Jesus to see Nathanael under the tree when 
he was nowhere near there 

And hear what Philip had to say  



Do you believe just because I told you I saw 
you when you were under the fig tree?  

You will see much greater things than this!"  

And greater things they did see 

and greater knowledge they came to have 

and a closer relationship with our loving Father 
in heaven. 

(pause) 

"I am telling you the truth: you will see heaven 
open  

and God's angels going up and coming down 
on the Son of Man." 

(pause) 

Come and see 

Is that an invitation we have made to any of 
our family and friends 

Come and see Jesus 



We have to know Jesus ourselves before we 
can invite others to come and meet him 

Have we heard Jesus call to come and see 
ourselves 

To come and follow Him. 

Have we responded to that invitation. 

We see in this passage from John’s gospel 
what it does to you to spend time with Jesus. 

The change that can take place in your life if 
you accept that invitation from Jesus. 

As he makes it to you. 

Come with me. 

Come see what it means to be my disciple. 

Come and see what your life will be like if you 
become one of my followers. 

Andrew and his friend responded to Jesus 
invitation. 



They were already followers of John the 
Baptist 

But they wanted to know more 

They wanted to be as close to God as 
possible. 

And with John’s encouragement they left him 
and went after Jesus. 

They began to follow Jesus and learn from 
him. 

(pause) 

I’m a Christian now because I was invited to 
come and see what Jesus was all about and 
went along to Sunday School 

I’m a minister now because a young minister 
invited me to come and see what faith was all 
about 

I’m here serving you now because of the 
people of faith that I met in my life as I grew up 

who helped me believe. 



Who by their lives showed me what faith was 
all about 

Who by the love of Jesus they had in their 
hearts introduced me to Jesus 

(pause) 

Come and see 

Come and follow 

Jesus says that to each of us 

And if you don’t yet know Jesus 

If you don’t yet believe in Jesus as your Lord 
and Saviour 

You can 

and should hear his call to you ‘Come with me’ 

and respond 
(pause) 

We know it will cost us to do that. 



We know all that Jesus says about losing our 
lives for the sake of the gospel 

About carrying the cross 

of dying to self. 
(pause) 

As a new year begins we are on that journey 
to the cross with Jesus. 

Lent begins in just a few weeks 

when we reflect on and remember the story of 
Jesus journey to Jerusalem and his death on a 
cross. 

(pause) 

Are you ready to go on that journey with him 

to proclaim him Lord and Messiah 

And share your faith in Jesus with your 
brothers as Andrew did 

With your friends as Philip did 



With your family and neighbours 

as all those of faith are called to do. 

(pause) 

The goal of John the Baptist’s ministry was 
Jesus.  

As soon as Jesus was revealed, John’s 
ministry shifted from baptizing for repentance 
to pointing others to Jesus.  

The ministry all Jesus followers are called to is 
to point others to Jesus 

To introduce those we know to Jesus as 
Andrew and Philip did 

(pause) 

When John proclaims, behold the Lamb of 
God, his disciples knew exactly what he 
meant.  

They immediately followed Jesus.  



They followed because through John’s 
teaching,  

they realized that Jesus was mightier than 
John,  

more worthy than John,  

anointed with the Holy Spirit,  

the Son of God  
(pause) 

Have we heard Jesus call to come and see 

And will we follow him 

Have we heard Jesus call to go with him 

and have we invited anyone else to go along 
with us. 

Because that is what we are called to do as 
disciples. 

I’m a christian now because someone else 
invited me to come and see 



Invited me to come and learn about Jesus 

Encouraged me to come and experience what 
it meant to have faith 

What it meant to be a follower of Jesus 

What it meant to experience God’s love 

To know His Spirit at work in my life. 

(pause) 

Come and see 

Will you hear that invitation from Jesus and 
respond 

Come with me 

Will you accept that challenge from Jesus and 
go on the path of following him 

Wherever that leads. 

And this week will you make that invitation to 
one of your friends 



To someone in your family who is not yet a 
follower of Jesus 

Come with me and meet Jesus 

Come with me and learn all about this man 
who transformed my life 

Who made me a completely new person. 

So that you too can say like Nathanael 

‘you are the Son of God!’  Amen  

Benediction	

Go into your week with your ears open 
to the sound of God’s voice calling your name. 

Go into your week with your eyes open 
to see the face of Jesus in unexpected places. 

Go into your week with your heart open to 
receive the Spirit of God,  

the Spirit of Peace. Amen


