
Bible notes - 1 Corinthians 3.1-9

Paul says that he could not speak to the Corinthian Christians as a 
spiritual people, as those who could digest adult food. Imagine how 
they received that comment! Paul would like to place this in the past, 
but he says that they are still not ready for solid food, even now. ‘Solid 
food’ must be the revelation of God’s wisdom that he refers to in the 
previous chapter. 

Paul also says that the Corinthians are still ‘of the flesh’. This 
expression is easily misunderstood. Normally in Paul’s writing, ‘flesh’ 
does not refer to the physical body, nor is this a reference to ‘sins of the 
flesh’. Rather, it means something like ‘life before baptism’ – for many 
of his readers, a life in paganism with a multiplicity of gods and possibly 
dissolute behaviour. And it is to be contrasted with life in the Spirit, 
which begins at baptism. The Corinthians have been baptised but they 
are infants in Christ (v.1), merely human (v.4). 

What are the signs of living according to the flesh? In Galatians 
5.19-21, one of several lists of vices, Paul includes quarrels, dissension 
and factions. This was clearly the problem in Corinth where people 
were aligning themselves not just with Christ but with Paul, Apollos and 
Peter (see chapter 1). Paul refers to the ‘Paul’ and the ‘Apollos’ 
factions. Apollos was an impressive speaker, a Jewish convert who 
knew his Scriptures and could argue persuasively with non-believers. 
He had impressed the Corinthians more than Paul had. But they are 
missing the point. All are one in Christ. Paul uses the analogy of 
gardening (vv.6-9). They are a field – or garden – God’s field. Paul 
came to Corinth and planted it; Apollos came later and watered it; but 
growth is mysterious and comes from God. Paul and Apollos are no 
more than labourers who are to be paid, and the whole passage is a 
plea for unity in the church around Christ. 

Deuteronomy 30.15-20; Psalm 119.1-8; Matthew 5.21-37 

The links between the readings
Moses urges the Israelites to choose life. For the Christians in Corinth 
this means that they stop their quarrelling. Jesus wants everyone to live 
a morally integrated life and be someone who can always be trusted to 
be truthful.

Order of service 

  

Sunday 23rd of February 
Conducted by Stephen Manners 

‘Each one of us does the work which the Lord gave him to do: I planted 
the seed, Apollos watered the plant, but it was God who made the plant 
grow.’ 1 Corinthians 3.5-6 
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Welcome and intimations 

Call to worship 
Let us come to the God of our journeying, 
bringing the best of all we are and all we have, 
not comparing ourselves with others, 
but rejoicing that we are one in Christ, 
and that God delights to bless us 
with the unity that comes from his heart, 
and that can fill our hearts – 
if we open ourselves to God’s truth and mystery. Amen. 

189   Be still for the presence of the Lord   
   
Prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer 
   
1 Corinthians 3.1-9 As a matter of fact, my friends, I could not talk to 
you as I talk to people who have the Spirit; I had to talk to you as 
though you belonged to this world, as children in the Christian faith. 2 I 
had to feed you milk, not solid food, because you were not ready for it. 
And even now you are not ready for it, 3 because you still live as the 
people of this world live. When there is jealousy among you and you 
quarrel with one another, doesn't this prove that you belong to this 
world, living by its standards? 4 When one of you says, "I follow Paul," 
and another, "I follow Apollos" - aren't you acting like worldly people? 5 
After all, who is Apollos? And who is Paul? We are simply God's 
servants, by whom you were led to believe. Each one of us does the 
work which the Lord gave him to do: 6 I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered the plant, but it was God who made the plant grow. 7 The one 
who plants and the one who waters really do not matter. It is God who 
matters, because he makes the plant grow. 8 There is no difference 
between the one who plants and the one who waters; God will reward 
each one according to the work each has done. 9 For we are partners 
working together for God, and you are God's field. You are also God's 
building. 

529   Forth in thy name, O Lord I go 

Sermon 

502   Take my life, Lord, let it be 
    
Offering and prayer, then prayers of response 

198   Let us build a house    

Benediction 

Loving God, 
there have been many seeds planted in the garden of my life. 
Some have died, some have flourished. 
Some have brought joy, some pain. 
Some I have cherished, and some I have neglected. 
Some I have valued, and some I have taken for granted. 
As I look back, and as I go forward, may I learn from mistakes and 
embrace new challenges – to your glory. Amen. 

Intimations - Tea/Coffee and biscuits in the hall after the service.  

Wed is film night at Stichill village hall, 7 for 7.30pm start. Downton Abbey is 
being shown. Bring your own nibbles, tea and coffee provided. 

Library van and coffee morning in Stichill hall on Thurs from 9.45am 

Articles for next issue of magazine to Sophia as soon as possible.  

Next Sunday we will have a Reinaldo collection for World Vision in aid of East 
Africa where they are experiencing serious droughts. 

Forthcoming Services in Kelso Country Churches -  
March 1st in Makerstoun led by Stephen. (This will be a communion service) 
March 8th in Stichill led by Stephen 
March 15th in Makerstoun led by Jim Smith 
March 22nd in Stichill led by Stephen 

Bible readings for the week  
Monday: Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55; Exodus 33:7-23; Acts 7:30-34 
Tuesday: Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55; 1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 11:1-6 
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday 
Thursday: Psalm 51; Jonah 3:1-10; Romans 1:1-7 
Friday: Psalm 51; Jonah 4:1-11; Romans 1:8-17 
Saturday: Psalm 51; Isaiah 58:1-12; Matthew 18:1-7
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