
Call to worship 

Let us seek the Lord God,  
that he may teach us to manage our days 
and apply our hearts to wisdom. 
Let us seek Christ Jesus, 
that he may teach us to follow his ways  
and open our hearts to wisdom. 
Let us seek the Holy Spirit, 
that he may teach us at every stage  
to rejoice in our hearts at God’s wisdom. 
Amen 

Let us pray

God of grace, send your Holy Spirit upon us. 

Teach us your truth and reveal your wisdom. 

(pause) 
Holy Spirit of God, open our eyes to see you at 
work in our world; 

open our ears to hear your cries in our world;  

open our hearts to understand your purposes for 
our world – 



that we might share your wisdom, 

receive your blessing, 

and transform the world. 
(pause) 

Forgive us, Lord, when we have been blinded by 
our own needs and not seen with your eyes; 

when we have talked about our own lives  
and not heard your voice; 

when we have coveted knowledge and missed 
the riches of your wisdom. 

Forgive us, and empower us to be your 
witnesses. 

(pause) 
We ask Father that your Spirit would move in our 
worship this morning

as well as in each of our hearts and lives.

That we would be filled with wisdom and 
knowledge



That the Spirit would lead us into a deeper 
understanding of all things to do with you Father

May we know that we have the mind of Christ

And may the mind of Christ change us.

(pause) 

In Jesus name we pray who taught us to pray 
saying

Our Father 
Who art in Heaven
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 



1 Corinthians 2.1-16 - When I came to you, my 
friends, to preach God's secret truth, I did not 
use big words and great learning. 2 For while I 
was with you, I made up my mind to forget 
everything except Jesus Christ and especially 
his death on the cross. 3 So when I came to you, 
I was weak and trembled all over with fear, 4 and 
my teaching and message were not delivered 
with skillful words of human wisdom, but with 
convincing proof of the power of God's Spirit.  
5 Your faith, then, does not rest on human 
wisdom but on God's power. 6 Yet I do proclaim 
a message of wisdom to those who are 
spiritually mature. But it is not the wisdom that 
belongs to this world or to the powers that rule 
this world - powers that are losing their power. 7 
The wisdom I proclaim is God's secret wisdom, 
which is hidden from human beings, but which 
he had already chosen for our glory even before 
the world was made. 8 None of the rulers of this 
world knew this wisdom. If they had known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 
However, as the scripture says, "What no one 
ever saw or heard, what no one ever thought 
could happen, is the very thing God prepared for 
those who love him."  



10 But it was to us that God made known his 
secret by means of his Spirit. The Spirit 
searches everything, even the hidden depths of 
God's purposes. 11 It is only our own spirit within 
us that knows all about us; in the same way, only 
God's Spirit knows all about God. 12 We have 
not received this world's spirit; instead, we have 
received the Spirit sent by God, so that we may 
know all that God has given us. 13 So then, we 
do not speak in words taught by human wisdom, 
but in words taught by the Spirit, as we explain 
spiritual truths to those who have the Spirit. 14 
Whoever does not have the Spirit cannot receive 
the gifts that come from God's Spirit. Such a 
person really does not understand them, and 
they seem to be nonsense, because their value 
can be judged only on a spiritual basis. 15 
Whoever has the Spirit, however, is able to judge 
the value of everything, but no one is able to 
judge him. 16 As the scripture says, "Who knows 
the mind of the Lord? Who is able to give him 
advice?" We, however, have the mind of Christ.  



Sermon - Whats the secret of life, the universe 
and everything. 

In the words of science fantasy writer Douglas 
Adams it’s 42. 

And the secret of life, the universe and 
everything was discovered by mice  

running a vast experiment on earth  

which was really working like a massive 
computer. 

Deep thought 

Over a period of 7.5 million years. 

(pause) 

Now none of us really believe that 

And neither did Douglas Adams 

Though where or how he came up with the 
number 42 I don’t know. 



Many people search for secret wisdom 

Secret knowledge that only a few can know 

And they will go through odd rituals to enter into 
this secret knowledge. 

At this time in the Roman Empire there were 
secret organisations 

that had ritualised entry into their secret 
knowledge. 

(pause) 

And we know today we have the Freemasons 

with their weird rituals 

and levels of knowledge revealed depending 
how far you go up in the organisation. 

(pause) 

Within Judaism there is a mystic form of the 
religion made famous by Madonna 

Kabbalah 



and the wearing of a red thread. 

(pause) 

Islam also has its own branch of mysticism,  

Sufism 

The dervishes and their wild dances 

(pause) 

People like the idea of secret truth 

Truth that only they and a select few have 

And maybe that’s what some want in Corinth 

They don’t want anything to be to simple 

or to straightforward. 

They want to go through something hard to gain 
the knowledge that they need 

To know God 



and be a follower of God 

(pause) 

But Paul says sorry it’s not like that to be a 
Christian. 

I can’t oblige you with complicated rituals 

or levels of knowing. 

It’s a simple truth that I have to share 

The truth of Christ 

and his death on the cross. 

(pause) 

And how do you get to the heart of this truth 

Not with human wisdom but by God’s power. 

Not by complicated rituals 

But by the work of the Spirit in our hearts and 
lives.                       (pause) 



With the Spirit in us we can judge what is right 
and wrong 

With the Spirit teaching us we can come to know 
all that there is to know about God. 

(pause) 

Without the Spirit we can not know or 
understand anything about God 

Everything will still be a mystery 

Everything will look like its being kept secret 
from us. 

(pause) 

Paul  

as he says  

is not ‘speaking in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit,’ 

He is explaining spiritual truths to those who 
have the Spirit.  



If you don’t have the Spirit you won’t understand 
these spiritual truths 

If you don’t have the Spirit you won’t have the 
mind of Christ 

you won’t know 

or understand 

the mind of the Lord. 
(pause) 

Tom Wright, 

a NT scholar and writer of commentaries, 

talks of Jews believing that the one true God had 
all ready asked them to share his own life and 
purpose 

So they weren’t seeking out the mysteries of 
God 

Or going through initiation rites to try to get to the 
heart of the mystery of God 



and by doing so change their lives completely. 

They knew God but were trying to understand 
why God wanted to know them 

They were trying to understand the mystery of 
why God had made the world 

And where people, 

where they, 

where I fit into his purposes. 
(pause) 

Paul declares there is a wisdom in what he is 
preaching. 

Gods secret wisdom 

But it’s only secret if you don’t have the key 

Its only secret if you haven’t been chosen by 
God to know the secret 

If you haven’t been chosen to understand the 
message, 



And we who understand the message 

who understand the secret wisdom 

only do so because we have the key to 
unlocking this wisdom 

And that key is the Spirit 

‘But it was to us that God made known his 
secret by means of his Spirit.’ 

(pause) 

Paul having insisted that his gospel message 
was indeed foolishness to the Greeks, 

and a scandal to the Jews. 

Having insisted that the gospel was a simple 
message  

that could be shared without big words or great 
learning 

That the message was all to do with Jesus 



Particularly with his death on a cross 

Now says he doesn’t want them to think that’s all 
there is 

Or that there is not an important message at the 
heart of the cross.  

‘Yet I do proclaim a message of wisdom to those 
who are spiritually mature.’ 

(pause) 

At the heart of this foolish message of the cross 
there is the clue to the deepest mysteries of life 

He’s saying that the death of Jesus on a cross 
contains the secret to everything, 

as crazy as that sounds 

The secret to who God is and what he’s all about 

But we only get to know 

we only get to understand 

by the power of  God’s Spirit 



It’s the Spirit that proves everything to us 

and brings us to faith 

Brings us to an understanding of who Jesus is 
and what he has done for us. 

Only those who are spiritually mature will 
understand the message of wisdom that he is 
sharing. 

Only those who have the Spirit in them can 
understand  

‘But it was to us that God made known his secret 
by means of his Spirit.’ 

(pause) 

The Spirit is another major theme of this letter 

Poured out upon believers 

Bringing them to faith 

and opening their hearts and minds to the 
wisdom of the age to come. 

(pause) 



And we should pray for God to richly bless each 
one of us with his Spirit 

Pray that the Spirit would be in our lives and not 
be scared by the thought of the Spirit 

(pause) 

And the age to come is one where the one true 
God will be King over all the world 

Bringing to an end the rule of all forces that 
oppose Him 

These forces are losing their power 

‘But it is not the wisdom that belongs to this world  

or to the powers that rule this world -  

powers that are losing their power.’ 

(pause) 

We know God, we understand God 



We have the mind of Christ so that we can 
understand all things. 

God has made all things known to us by His 
Spirit 

(pause) 

Jesus told us something similar 

That we would be led into all understanding 
when the Spirit came to us 

‘When, however, the Spirit comes,  

who reveals the truth about God,  

he will lead you into all the truth.  

He will not speak on his own authority,  

but he will speak of what he hears and will tell 
you of things to come.’ John 16.13  

(pause) 

The question then for each one of us is do we 
have the Spirit of God in our lives 



The ultimate gift of God to us 

the gift that Jesus promised would be given to us 

The gift that we need if we are going to 
understand all that God has given us 

The gift that we need if we are going to be able 
to live as disciples of Jesus 

if we are going to understand the gospel 

And if we are ever going to be able to share the 
gospel with others.  

(pause) 

And if we don’t have the Spirit how do we get the 
Spirit 

Paul doesn’t explain that here in chapter 2 

And as we move into chapter 3 we see he 
doesn’t really believe the Christians in Corinth 
have the Spirit yet 

Or maybe more accurately that they are not 
living as if they have the spirit in their lives. 



They are babies in the faith 

And live as if they belong to this world and not 
God’s heavenly Kingdom 

(pause) 

How then do we receive the Spirit? 

How do get baptised in the Spirit? 

How do we come to know the Spirit of God at 
work in our hearts and lives? 

(pause) 

By believing in Jesus 

By turning our lives over to him completely 

                  (pause)  
As the church was beginning 

On the day of Pentecost Peter said to the 
crowds 

"Each one of you must turn away from your sins 
and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,  



so that your sins will be forgiven;  

and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 2.38 
(pause) 

So if you believe in Jesus 

If you have committed your life to him 

Then you do have the Spirit in you 

And the Spirit will be leading you into all wisdom 
about Jesus 

and deepening your understanding of God 

and strengthening your relationship with him 

(pause) 

Near the end of chapter 3 of 1 Corinthians Paul 
tells his readers they do have the Spirit in them 

‘Surely you know that you are God's temple and 
that God's Spirit lives in you!’ 1 Corinthians 3.16  



He starts that chapter suggesting they don’t 
have the Spirit because they are still living as 
people of the world live 

He ends by encouraging them to know that they 
do have the Spirit in their hearts and lives. 

they do have access to the power of the Spirit 

They are able to attain the knowledge of God 
that the Spirit can reveal to them 

(pause) 

And that goes the same for all of us 

If we believe in Jesus 

If we have committed our lives to following Christ 
then we do have the Spirit in us 

We will know 

or come to know the secrets of God 

because the Spirit will be teaching us all things  



as Jesus said 

He will be leading us into all truth. 

He will be explaining spiritual truths to us 

and leading us into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus 

With our loving heavenly Father. Amen 


