
Today in our reading we see Jesus going to the 
synagogue in his home town. 

He’s going home. 

Will the people who know him best listen to 
what he has to say and respond positively. 

Lets pray 

Lord Jesus, we come now to meet with you, 

to learn about you, 

to listen to you, 

Speak to us Lord as we listen to your word and 
hear an interpretation of it, 

In Jesus name we pray, Amen 

Reading Luke 4.14-21 - Then Jesus returned 
to Galilee, and the power of the Holy Spirit was 
with him. The news about him spread 
throughout all that territory. He taught in the 
synagogues and was praised by everyone.  



Then Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, and on the Sabbath he went 
as usual to the synagogue. He stood up to read 
the Scriptures and was handed the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it is written, "The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed and 
announce that the time has come when the 
Lord will save his people." Jesus rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. All the people in the synagogue had their 
eyes fixed on him, as he said to them, "This 
passage of scripture has come true today, as 
you heard it being read." 

Sermon 

In this reading from Lukes gospel we hear 
that Jesus has gone home. 

he went back to Nazareth where he had 
been brought up. 

He went to the church, 



to the synagogue he grew up to make this 
important speech. 

His first recorded sermon 
(pause) 

I was brought up in Dumfries as most of you 
know 

And I started going to church there when I 
was 11 or 12, when I started going to Sunday 
School. 

(pause) 

I’ve never gone home to make a speech, 

Sadly I’ve never been invited back to take a 
service. 

I think I was to rebellious a youth 

and spoke back to the leaders a bit to often. 

I have been back to visit very occasionally 
but not for a few years now. 

(pause) 



So Jesus has gone home to Nazareth 

Not told why exactly. 

Was some of his family still living there 

had he been on his way to visit them. 

Jesus had begun his ministry in Galilee 

We are told that he had been going around 
teaching in synagogues and people were 
impressed at his ability at teachng. 

Maybe they even liked what he said. 

v15 ‘He taught in the synagogues and was 
praised by everyone’ 

And now he’s gone to the town he grew up in 

To preach in his home synagogue. 

Maybe one day I’ll go back and preach in the 
church i became a christian in. 

(pause) 



We don’t know much about Jesus home life 
or what he got up to in Nazareth. 

It’s hard to imagine what growing up must 
have been like for Jesus. 

He’s human but he’s also God. 

He was a little boy like all little boys – he 
played, he fought, he climbed trees 

But he was also God. 

And did some of his God like nature spill out 
as he grew up. 

Did he perform miracles even as a child? 

Or was he ver a naughty boy who upset the 
synagogue leaders by talking back to much 

(pause) 

We know from Luke’s gospel that he had a 
gradual realisation of who he was. 



His parents had some understanding we see 
in the story of Jesus birth. 

Jesus himself had some idea when he was a 
teenager in the temple. 

He got left behind and his parents frantically 
looked for him. 

"Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you 
know that I had to be in my Father's house?" 
Luke 2.49 

He said to his parents when they eventually 
found him. 

They were confused by that. 
As Jesus grew up they seemed to forget who 
he really was 

Wheras Jesus began to discover himself. 

(pause) 

Here in the synagogue Jesus proclaims who 
he is. 



Here at the end of reading from the book of 
the prophet Isaiah he states 

"This passage of scripture has come true 
today, as you heard it being read." Luke 4.21 

This is who I am. 

This is me. 

All I have read is talking about me. 

These are things that God has called me to 
do. 

(pause) 

These are the first words of Jesus –  

at least the first words Luke records of Jesus.  

Which makes this scene very important to 
understanding who Jesus is and what he is 
up to.  

Jesus is here making his inaugural address 



Well Luke is taking it as his inaugural 
address. 

Jesus is making a statement as to who he is 
and what he is about. 

Jesus is here making a statement to the 
people who are listening. 

To his family 

To the people of his home town 

To the people who knew him best. 

And what is it that he states to them 

I am the chosen one. 

In the language of Isaiah I am the Servant 
who is to come. 

I am the messiah. 

"This passage of scripture has come true 
today, as you heard it being read." 



And this is a huge statement to be making 
about himself. 

Almost blasphemous really. 

(pause) 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has chosen me to bring good news to the 
poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind,  

to set free the oppressed  

and announce that the time has come when 
the Lord will save his people." 

This is who Jesus see himself as? 

As God’s chosen one 

As the one who is going to do all these 
things. 



At first people who heard Jesus words 
thought they were good 

But soon they were turning against him. 

Soon they were questioning what he was 
saying and what it meant. 

(pause) 

What did Jesus really just say that 

Did Jesus 

The little boy we knew growing up just say 
this passage has come true today. 

(pause) 

It doesn’t seem to be those words that upset 
them though 

It’s what he says later in this passage 

That he can’t heal in Nazareth  

as he did in Capernaum  



because a prophet is never welcomed in his 
home town 

And further he goes on to suggest that the 
people of Nazareth don’t have the faith in 
God that they should have 

and because of that they won’t see healings 
or miracles. 

Words that he really didn’t need to say 

words that got the people so riled up they 
wanted to kill him 

We’ll be thinking more about that in next 
weeks podcast as we look at the next part of 
this passage from Luke then 

(pause) 

We don’t have all the words he spoke in the 
synagogue that day 

We just know that he spoke eloquently 



We know that he does say the spirit of the 
Lord is upon him 

we know he is saying to the people listening 
that he is going to do all the things this 
passage says 

That he is going to save Gods people. 

(pause) 

And just as Jesus sees himself in these 
words. 

Sees himself as fulfilling these words. 

We need to see ourselves in this way too. 

We need to see that the Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me. 

Is upon us. 
We need to see that Jesus has chosen me. 

Has chosen us to bring good news to the 
poor. 



We need to see that God has called us to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, 

Recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set free the oppressed 

And announce that the time has come when 
the Lord will save his people  

(pause) 

The Sovereign Lord has chosen you and 
filled you with his Spirit. 

The Sovereign Lord has a plan for you and 
for your life. 

The Sovereign Lord has work for you to do. 

He has chosen you and he sends you. 

He chose Jesus for a special particular work. 

And as Jesus grew older he understood 
more about what that work was to be. 



He had certain understanding as a child. 

Maybe from stories he heard from his Father. 

Certainly from what he heard taught by the 
teachers and elders in the Temple when he 
was 12. 

(pause) 

And as he grew to be a man his knowledge 
and understanding grew deeper. 

As he was baptised and began the journey to 
Jerusalem and the cross he knew that God 
had called him. 

Called him to die on a cross so that the 
Lord’s people would be saved. 

This is the message that he proclaimed.  

This is the understanding he had of himself. 
This is the man that he saw himself as. 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has chosen me to bring good news to the 
poor.  



He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind,  

to set free the oppressed  

and announce that the time has come when 
the Lord will save his people."  

(pause) 

Jesus was saying that God has called me to 
do all these things. 

To proclaim the good news. 

John the Baptist was a preacher of doom. 

A preacher of repentance. 

At his message people would have 
shuddered with terror. 

Would have been filled with dread at what 
the future held. 

Jesus was a preacher of good news. 



A preacher of hope. 

Of love. 

Of God’s love. 

And that hope and love were going to be 
seen in his words and his actions. 

In His sermons,  

his teachings 

And in his miracles –  

the healings,  

the feeding of the 5000. 

(pause) 

Jesus comes bringing good news to those in 
need,  

and those who don’t see and admit their 
need want nothing to do with him. 



But when we can admit that need,  

when we can be honest about our deep 
hurts,  

fears,  

and longings,  

three things happen.  
(pause) 

First, we feel an immense freedom simply 
from admitting the truth.  

Second, we can receive the help and comfort 
that God offers –  

release, sight, healing, freedom, and more.  

Third, we realise we don’t simply receive 
help and comfort,  

We are also invited to offer it to others.  

We are invited,  



that is,  

not just to hear and receive good news,  

but to be it. 

This, in a sense, is what the Body of Christ 
and community of faith is –  

God’s hands delivering the promise of good 
news to all who come in need.  

(pause) 
Afraid?  

Come here to find courage.  

Lonely?  

Come join our community.  

Ill?  

Come here  

or better yet, let us come to you to care for 
you.  



Isolated?  

We will visit you.  

Discouraged?  

Let us gather together and encourage one 
another. 

(pause) 

This looks and feels a little different in each 
and every community,  

as we are placed in different contexts  

and invited to respond to different needs.  

But the call is to be the Body of Christ –  

to be good news to those around us. 

(pause) 

How do you hear Jesus’ words addressing 
you, 

calling you,  



inviting you to be the Body of Christ  

To live out and extend God’s good news to all 
those you meet. 

(pause) 

Because Jesus is calling all of us to fulfil 
these words. 

God has filled all of us with his Spirit. 

Has chosen each one of us 

And is sending each one of us ‘To bring the 
Good News to the poor.’ 

God is sending each one of us to proclaim 
that the time has come 

The time when the Lord will save his people. 

We need to hear his call and obey. 
Just as Jesus heard the call of his lovingly 
heavenly Father. 

Just as Jesus took the first step on the path 
that led to the cross. 



We need to respond to the call from our 
loving heavenly Father. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  

because he has chosen me to bring good 
news to the poor. Amen 

Lets pray 

Father we don’t always know how to love 
Jesus. 

We don’t know the right way to respond to him. 

Do we hear his challenge. 

Respond with anger at his words to us. 

Or do we see Jesus and love him. 

Do we hear his words and feel enlivened, 

Encouraged, 

Strengthened to do new things. 



Able to be like him and bring good news to the 
poor. 

(pause) 

Lord you have filled us with your Spirit. 

You promised that at our baptism. 

Sometimes we have been scared by that.  

The power of your Spirit scares us.  

Help us not to be scared Father. 

Help us to welcome your loving presence in our 
hearts 

(pause) 

‘You have chosen me.’ 

You chose Jesus Father.  

You made Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 

You chose us to follow you and to be your 
disciples. 



Forgive us Father for the times that we have 
forgotten that.  

The times we have wandered away.     

(pause) 

‘You have sent me.’ 

Just like you sent Jesus you send us Father, 

To bring good news to the poor, 

To heal the broken hearted, 

To announce release to captives. 

Help us to do all these things Father. 

To see the ways that we can bring good news 
to those who have only sadness and despair in 
their lives. 

To walk alongside those who are broken 
hearted,  

to live their pain with them.  (pause) 



It’s hard to do that Father.  

It’s hard to really be with someone whose life is 
filled with despair.  

Who are bereaved.  

Lonely.   

Afraid. 

Encourage and strengthen us Father.  

Fill us with your love that we might share that 
love with others.  

(long pause) 

‘He has sent me to proclaim that the time has 
come….’ 

That’s what we find the hardest Father. 

To proclaim.  

To tell the good news in words. 

To tell others what it is that we believe and why. 



To tell others that Jesus died on a cross for 
them. 

To tell them that he died and rose again. 

We’re scared Father.  

Scared of being laughed at.  

Scared of friends and family not wanting to hear 
what we have to say. 

Give us courage Father to proclaim the good 
news. 

And give us wisdom to know when we should 
speak and when to stay silent. 

When the time is right give us the words to say. 
    
In Jesus name we pray, Amen 

Make some time this week to do one new 
thing to support your community or 
someone in your community. 

To serve as Jesus called us to serve.


