
Today we are going to be imagining ourselves 
to be in John the baptists shoes 

what does he think as he looks at Jesus 

What does he see as Jesus comes to be 
baptised by him 

What then do you see as you look at Jesus and 
see him being baptised 

and hear the voice saying ‘you are my own 
dear son, I am pleased with you’ 

Let us pray 

Father as we look at Jesus help us to see him 
as John did. 

Help us to see him in a new way.  

Through the eyes of his cousin and friend. 

As we look at Jesus help us to learn more 
about him.  

To understand him better. 



To understand what he means to us and how 
he affects our lives. 

As we look at Jesus through John’s eyes,  

standing in John’s shoes  

may we understand more about what an earth 
transforming event it was for Jesus to come 
and be baptised in water. 

What a life transforming event it was that he 
was baptised in the Spirit  

and that we to are baptised in your holy, 
powerful Spirit. 

In Jesus name we pray, Amen 

I’m going to read the story of the baptism of 
Jesus from Lukes gospel,  

reading from the Good News Translation 

Luke 3.15-17, 21-22 – People's hopes began to 
rise, and they began to wonder whether John 
perhaps might be the Messiah. 



16 So John said to all of them, "I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming who is much 
greater than I am. I am not good enough even 
to untie his sandals. He will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.17 He has his winnowing 
shovel with him, to thresh out all the grain and 
gather the wheat into his barn; but he will burn 
the chaff in a fire that never goes out."  

21 After all the people had been baptised, 
Jesus also was baptised. While he was praying, 
heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
came down upon him in bodily form like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven, "You are my 
own dear Son. I am pleased with you."  

Sermon 

We are standing today in the shoes of John the 
Baptist. 

As he stands looking at Jesus. 

As he sees Jesus approach him for baptism. 

(pause) 



We are thinking about who John sees Jesus as 

We are imagining what John thought about 
Jesus 

And who John understood Jesus to be. 

(pause) 
  
But who is this John anyway. 

How did he get to be so important, 

(pause) 

If you were alive at this time you would see 
John as a man that you thought greatly blessed 
by God 

You would have been in awe of him. 

This great wild man from the desert who says 
such challenging things. 

(pause) 



And as you looked at John you might have 
begun to wonder. 

Could this be the Messiah. 

Is this crazy, wild man the one that God had 
promised to send. 

(pause) 

But John knows that he is not the Messiah. 

He does know that he is God’s messenger. 

He knows that he is preparing the way for the 
one that is to come. 

He knows that he is getting the road ready for 
his cousin to walk along. 

‘I baptise you with water, but someone is 
coming who is much greater than I am.  

I am not good enough even to untie his 
sandals.  



He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’ 
Luke 3.16 

(pause) 

I sometimes wonder when did Jesus know who 
he was. 

From what age did he understand the special 
role he had to play in life? 

That he was so different from the other boys 
and girls around him. 

The same with John. 

Did his mother Elizabeth tell him about the 
angel messengers. 

Did she bring him up to know how special he 
was.  

The job that God had prepared for him. 

And as these two boys met at family 
gatherings, 



As met they very likely did, 

Did they recognise each other’s specialness. 

Did the spirit in John move as he saw Jesus, 

As he played with Jesus, 

As it did when the pregnant Mary came to visit 
the pregnant Elizabeth. 

(pause) 

‘someone is coming who is much greater than I 
am.’ 

Did John look up and see Jesus coming as he 
said this. 

Did he know that his time for preparing was 
coming to an end. 

His ministry,  

his work was ending as he knew Jesus’ was 
beginning. 



His cousin, 

Jesus, 

The Messiah, 

Was here to start his ministry, 

To start baptising people with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 

‘He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’ 

(pause) 

Some part of John may have struggled with all 
this. 

They were cousins after all. 

And John the older one by a few months. 

In his humanity he may have wanted to be 
better than Jesus. 

Maybe from all those play fights as children he 
knew that he was stronger. 



But he knew deep in his heart. 

He knew as he looked at Jesus that Jesus was 
the one. 

The one that they had been waiting for, for so 
long. 

John’s followers may have thought that he, 
John, might be the Messiah. 

But John knew differently. 

‘someone is coming who is much greater than I 
am’ 

(pause) 

Jesus is the last to be baptised. 

Everyone else has been baptised. 

The people have started to drift of  

And then it comes time for Jesus turn. 

He is the last. 



Not the first as you might have expected. 

The last. 

The servant of all is served last. 

The one who has come to die for all took his 
place quietly at the back of the queue 

Waited patiently for his older cousin and friend 
to mark the beginning of his ministry,  

To mark the beginning of his journey to the 
cross with this solemn act of baptism. 

Jesus was cleansed and came up a new man. 

Jesus was washed and in the washing 
prepared to start his ministry. 

To start his journey of discipleship that would 
ultimately lead to his death. 

(pause) 



And at Jesus’ baptism the focus shifts from the 
baptism itself to what happened after he was 
baptised 

‘While he was praying, heaven was opened, 
and the Holy Spirit came down upon him in 
bodily form like a dove.’ 

Jesus was praying. 

At this hugely important point in his life Jesus 
prayed. 

(pause) 

As he was symbolically washed. 

As he made ready to begin his journey he 
prayed. 

(pause) 

And as he prayed the Holy Spirit came down 
upon him 

‘While he was praying, heaven was opened, 
and the Holy Spirit came down upon him in 
bodily form like a dove.’ 



That’s what is important here. 

The Holy Spirit 

Not the washing with water  

Not the encounter between John and Jesus 

Not just the praying 

But the result of all this  

‘the Holy Spirit came down upon him in bodily 
form like a dove.’ 

(pause) 

Jesus was now marked. 

Was acknowledged by God 

‘And a voice came from heaven,  

"You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with 
you."’ 

Did many people hear that voice? 



Were those still there aware of what was going 
on? 

(pause) 

The focus is so totally on Jesus. 

John is not the important figure. 

The crowd’s not acknowledged. 

Just Jesus. 

Jesus quietly standing in the water. 

His hands raised to heaven in prayer. 

‘And a voice came from heaven,  

"You are my own dear Son.  

I am pleased with you.”’   

(pause) 

And so the work of Jesus begins. 

And so our walk with Jesus to the cross begins. 



When Jesus began his work he was about thirty 
years old, 

We are told that in the next verse of Luke 3 

And the gospel story properly gets started. 

(pause) 

John said that Jesus would baptise with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 

Not sure where the fire comes in but it does 
make us think of the tongues of fire at 
Pentecost in Acts 2. 

‘Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire 
which spread out and touched each person 
there.’ Acts 2.3 

And the various references in Paul’s letters to 
being cleansed by fire. 

‘For on that Day fire will reveal everyone's work; 
the fire will test it and show its real quality.’ 
1Corinthians 3.13 



We understand what being baptised by water 
means. 

We’ve all seen babies being baptised. 

We all know what that kind of baptism is all 
about. 

Being marked with the sign of the cross by 
water. 

Being cleansed of our present and future sins. 
And being welcomed into the family of the 
church. 

But by the Holy Spirit, 

By fire. 
(pause) 

‘Then Peter and John placed their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.’   
Acts 8.17 
The Holy Spirit part of this story is the bit that 
probably scares us the most. 

What is that all about. 



Surely there is only one kind of baptism, water. 

Nothing like the supernatural Spirit. 

But Jesus needed to be baptised in the Spirit 

So do we too. 

We need baptised in the Spirit to live our lives 
as disciples of Jesus. 

Jesus needed the Spirit to help him do what 
God wanted him to do. 

He needed the Spirit to teach,  

to heal,  

to enable him to go on his journey to the cross. 

(pause) 

Jesus needed the Spirit to choose the apostles,  

to help them come close to God. 

(pause) 



Jesus needed the Spirit to know what to do and 
when,  

to discern God’s will,  

to hear God’s voice. 
(pause) 

And if Jesus needed the Spirit when he was 
God’s own dear Son. 

How much more do we need the Spirit in our 
lives. 

How much more do we need the power of the 
Spirit to do God’s work. 

We all need God’s spirit in our lives if we are 
going to have the courage to proclaim his 
message to the whole world. 

We all need baptised by the Spirit as Jesus 
was. 

We need the baptism of fire that Jesus gives. 

(pause) 



We are all on the journey to the cross now. 

Christmas is past. 

The baby is born. 

Emmanuel has come among us. 

The cross is what lies ahead. 

Jesus journey to it. 

Our journey with him. 
(pause) 

We have heard what John has had to say about 
Jesus. 

About who he thinks Jesus is. 

As we make the journey to the cross we need 
to decide who we think Jesus is. 

And what he means to us. 

Amen 



Let us pray 

Father so often we fail to have courage, 

We fail to trust in you, 

We worry so much about what will happen. 

We forget that you are walking with us, 

That ultimately we are safe in your hands. 

(pause) 

Help us Father to have courage like John the 
Baptist did. 

To stand up for what is right. 

To challenge authorities when they are in the 
wrong. 

To confront folk when they do wrong. 

To encourage them to repent and turn back to 
you.                    

(pause) 



Help us Father to hear Jesus call to us. 

To go with him and his chosen disciples on the 
journey to the cross. 

To make the choice ourselves to be one of his 
disciples. 

(pause) 

Help us Father to know that we are one of your 
much loved children. 

To know that we are ultimately safe in your 
arms. 

(pause) 

Holy Spirit, go with us into the world. 

Re-source us with your power and your 
presence. 

Father God, help us to know your love, 
and that we are your beloved sons and 
daughters. 



Lord Jesus Christ, help us to learn from you, 
and to follow your example, 

that we may share your love with everyone we 
meet. Amen.


