
The Lord is coming soon 

We know that. 

We’re preparing for it. 

Preparing for Jesus birth. 

The little baby in a manger. 

We’re preparing to hear the message of the 
angels, to hear them singing. 

We’re ready for the visit of the shepherds. 

The long journey of the wise men. 

The gifts to be presented. 

And we’ll soon have all the food organised for 
the celebration. 

The presents bought and wrapped. 

Nothing more to do but wait. 

‘The	Lord	is	coming	soon.’	



But what kind of Lord is coming soon. 

What kind of messenger are we expecting. 

And are we really ready for him coming? 

Lets hear the story of the messenger from 
Malachi chapter 3 

The Lord Almighty answers, "I will send my 
messenger to prepare the way for me. Then the 
Lord you are looking for will suddenly come to 
his Temple. The messenger you long to see will 
come and proclaim my covenant." 2 But who 
will be able to endure the day when he comes? 
Who will be able to survive when he appears? 
He will be like strong soap, like a fire that 
refines metal. 3 He will come to judge like one 
who refines and purifies silver. As a 
metalworker refines silver and gold, so the 
Lord's messenger will purify the priests, so that 
they will bring to the Lord the right kind of 
offerings. 4 Then the offerings which the people 
of Judah and Jerusalem bring to the Lord will 
be pleasing to him, as they used to be in the 
past. 



‘The	Lord	Almighty	answers,	"I	will	send	my	
messenger	to	prepare	the	way	for	me’		

We read in Malachi.	

Who is that messenger? 

And what is the message that he has to share. 

Is it the same as the message of the angels. 

‘This	very	day	in	David's	town	your	Saviour	
was	born	-	Christ	the	Lord!’	
	
Or is it the message of John the Baptist 

"Turn	away	from	your	sins	and	be	baptized,	
and	God	will	forgive	your	sins."	

That’s not a message that’s shared much these 
days. 

Turn away from your sins. 

Repent of all the wrong things you have done. 

Turn back to God and He will forgive you. 



And it’s not the message that we want to be 
preaching to our neighbours and friends. 

Repent of all the wrong things you have done. 

Turn back to God and He will forgive you. 
(pause) 

The Messenger has to prepare the way for The 
Lord Almighty coming. 

But is that messenger Jesus, the baby we are 
waiting for now. 

Immanuel God with us.  

The God who loves us. 

Or John the Baptist who challenged the people 
to repent. 

To turn their lives around and live anew for 
God. 

Who in all he said and did got the people ready 
for Jesus three years of ministry. 

(pause) 



Malachi says the Messenger is coming to 
judge.  

To get the people ready. 

Or at least to get the priests ready 

‘so	that	they	will	bring	to	the	Lord	the	right	
kind	of	offerings.’	

That’s the message that we read in Malachi. 

"He	will	come	to	judge	like	one	who	reKines	
and	puriKies	silver.” 

The reading from Malachi today announces the 
need for purification. 

And announces a messenger who brings that 
purification. 

In previous verses, Malachi lays out the 
reasons for this needed cleansing.  

The priests of Israel have desecrated the 
temple with disrespectful sacrifices.  



Judah has turned toward foreign gods by 
marrying outside of the covenant people.  

The people’s faithlessness has wearied the 
Lord.  

The problem is clear:  

The priests have erred and need to be made 
clean. 

We can say the same of ourselves,  

we have erred and need to be made clean.  

Peter in 1 Peter 2.5 describes us all as priests 

‘Come as living stones, and let yourselves be 
used in building the spiritual temple,  

where you will serve as holy priests  

to offer spiritual and acceptable sacrifices to 
God through Jesus Christ.’ 

We are all priests 



So as Christians reading this passage we see 
this message of judgement 

and refinement applies to each of us 

as we are the priests that bring acceptable 
sacrifices to God 

So just as the priests in Malachi’s day needed 
to be refined 

to be cleansed by fire 

Purified so that can bring the right kind of 
offerings 

We, 

the holy priests of the christian church, 

need to be purified 

so that we can ‘offer spiritual and acceptable 
sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.’ 



Malachi lays down what John the Baptist also 
tells us in Luke chapter 3 

the Lord is not pleased with your lives and your 
intentions –  

our lives, our intentions.  

Repent! 

That’s the message that John the Baptist 
shared with all who listened to him. 

"Who	told	you	that	you	could	escape	from	the	
punishment	God	is	about	to	send?		Do	those	
things	that	will	show	that	you	have	turned	
from	your	sins	Luke	3.7	

And that is at least part of the message that we 
have to share to prepare for the coming of the 
Lord. 

"Turn	away	from	your	sins	and	be	baptized,	
and	God	will	forgive	your	sins." 

Change the way that you live and God will 
forgive you. 



Repent 

Turn away from your sins. 

An old-fashioned message but one that we still 
need to listen. 

One that still applies to us today. 

Turn away from your sins. 

 (pause) 

Malachi is talking of a messenger who is 
coming to judge. 

Who will come to judge in detail the lives that 
we have led. 

The lives that we are living. 

Malachi rhetorically asks, “Who will be able to 
endure the day when he comes. 

Christians have long used the messenger in 
Malachi as a foretelling of the coming of Jesus.  



But do we really think of Jesus as judging us 
like this 

The	messenger	you	long	to	see	will	come	and	
proclaim	my	covenant."	

And the covenant we know of is one of Love. 

The covenant we think of is one of peace 
between God and His people. 

The covenant we think of is one of forgiveness. 

God forgiving our sins because he loves us. 

We forget that to have our sins forgiven we 
have to be sorry for them. 

As a response of God’s forgiveness we repent 
of them. 

(pause) 

In the Bible we are given powerful images of 
the coming one  

Of the messenger preparing the way. 



Of the Lord, bringing sure salvation yes 

Bringing God’s love and peace to all people as 
the angels proclaimed it. 

But also the message is that he comes bringing 
judgement. 

Bringing God’s punishment for those who 
ignore his commands and refuse to live His 
way. 

Malachi says that the coming one is a refiner 
who is will purify and refine the priests “like gold 
and silver.”  

When these metals are refined, they are 
separated so that each can be purely itself.  

(pause) 

God’s purification takes away our impurities. 

God’s judgement of us brings us back to him. 



Then	the	offerings	which	the	people	of	Judah	
and	Jerusalem	bring	to	the	Lord	will	be	
pleasing	to	him,	as	they	used	to	be	in	the	past.		

Malachi gives notice: a radical change is afoot.  

The coming One has the power to refine us,  

to make clean what is unclean,  

so that we will bring to the Lord the right kind of 
offerings. 

(pause) 

The Lord is coming soon. 

Jesus is returning soon. 

Are we ready to be judged by Him. 

To be refined, 

To be cleansed 

So that we can be ‘holy priests’ 



offering spiritual and acceptable sacrifices to 
God through Jesus Christ.’ 

(pause) 

If we are going to get the way ready for the 
Lord to come. 

If we are going to share the message of Jesus 
birth. 

The Good News of our Saviour coming. 

Then we must be living lives that reflect that 
message. 

The Lord is coming soon. 

Are we ready. 

Are we living the lives that God calls us to. 

Have we listened to the Good News and 
changed our ways. 

Are we doing those things that show that we 
have turned from our sins. 



Then we will be able to say  

along with God’s prophet John  

to our neighbours,  

to our friends 

"Turn	away	from	your	sins	and	be	baptized,	
and	God	will	forgive	your	sins."	Amen.	

Let us pray 

Holy God, 
amidst the brightness of the Christmas lights, 
the dazzle of the tinsel and decorations, 
the excitement of Christmas parties and nights 
out, 
the frenzy of shopping and Christmas to do 
lists, 
we come to you, conscious of our own lives. 

We’re busy preparing for the celebrations and 
we haven’t spent much time thinking of the 
message. 



We’ve been busy with the shopping and not 
spent much time telling the news. 

(pause) 

Forgive us Father for the busyness that seeks 
to avoid the work of the Gospel that we are 
called to proclaim and don’t. 

Forgive us for sometimes losing sight of what 
we are really celebrating. 

For missing the opportunities that you have 
given us to tell others about the birth of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus. 

(pause) 

Holy God, call us back to your way of loving, 
of serving, of caring, of seeing, of hearing 
of doing, 

that we might be renewed, purified, 
refined, by your Spirit 

so that your love can brighten our world, 
bring light to the dark corners, 



put joy into our daily living, 

and enable us to do your will. 

(pause) 

Father help us to turn our lives around. 

To show a gentle attitude towards everyone. 

To live lives that others can see you shining out 
from. 

To live lives that are worthy of a disciple of 
yours. 

And through our lives and through our words 

May we proclaim your Gospel. 

‘The Lord is coming soon.’ 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen.


