
Welcome to our podcast 

In this the third week of Advent 

(new slide) 

We’re thinking about the baby this week 

And who this baby is. 

Many stories were told about Jesus before and 
after his birth. 

And as we go through this season of advent we 
remember these stories. 

We talk about them 

And reflect on who Jesus is. 

Who is this baby? 

Shepherds saw the Saviour 

Wise Men a King 

Mary saw her son (pause) 



Who do you see as you look in the manger 

Is this just a baby or is He the Saviour of the 
world. 

(pause) 

Let’s pray 

Holy One, 

visitor from afar, 

messenger to the hopeless,  

deliverer of good news; 

we are glad to be here today, 

ready to receive your message to us this third 
Sunday of Advent.  

(pause) 

As we wait in these days anxious about the 
future, 

distressed at the state of the world,  

feeling helpless to bring change; 



we are glad to remember that the birth of a 
child has brought hope and change that is 
needed.                   

(pause) 

God of mercy by the birth of Jesus hope and 
peace came into the world. 

Bestow upon us the gift of your peace that we 
might take that peace out into the world. 

Forgive us for moaning and groaning 
about all that is wrong in our world, 

help us to find ways to bring about 
small changes that can make things better.  

(pause) 

God of peace send the love of Jesus into our 
hurting and troubled world. 

Strengthen those who work for peace, 

Give courage to those who seek justice 

And touch us all with the hope of your reign. 



In Jesus name we pray, Amen	

Our reading is from Luke 2.22-38, reading 
from the Good News Translation of the bible 
  
The time came for Joseph and Mary to perform 
the ceremony of purification, as the Law of 
Moses commanded. So they took the child to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, 23 as it is 
written in the law of the Lord: "Every first-born 
male is to be dedicated to the Lord." 24 They 
also went to offer a sacrifice of a pair of doves 
or two young pigeons, as required by the law of 
the Lord. 25 At that time there was a man 
named Simeon living in Jerusalem. He was a 
good, God-fearing man and was waiting for 
Israel to be saved. The Holy Spirit was with him 
26 and had assured him that he would not die 
before he had seen the Lord's promised 
Messiah. 27 Led by the Spirit, Simeon went into 
the Temple. When the parents brought the child 
Jesus into the Temple to do for him what the 
Law required, 28 Simeon took the child in his 
arms and gave thanks to God: 29 "Now, Lord, 
you have kept your promise, and you may let 
your servant go in peace.  



30 With my own eyes I have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples: 32 A light to reveal 
your will to the Gentiles and bring glory to your 
people Israel." 33 The child's father and mother 
were amazed at the things Simeon said about 
him.  34 Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, his mother, "This child is chosen by God 
for the destruction and the salvation of many in 
Israel. He will be a sign from God which many 
people will speak against 35 and so reveal their 
secret thoughts. And sorrow, like a sharp 
sword, will break your own heart." 36 There 
was a very old prophet, a widow named Anna, 
daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Asher. She 
had been married for only seven years and was 
now eighty-four years old. She never left the 
Temple; day and night she worshipped God, 
fasting and praying. 38 That very same hour 
she arrived and gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were waiting for God 
to set Jerusalem free.  

Sermon  



None of us can remember our own births but 
we may have heard stories about what 
happened when we were born. 

Maybe what was happening in the world around 
the time we were born. 

When my oldest children were born I remember 
watching tennis while I was in the waiting room. 

I remember labour just seemed to go on 
forever. 

I’m sure my wife thought that even more than I 
did. 

(pause) 

In this season of advent we spend a lot of time 
remembering 

Or reminiscing 

About the birth of Jesus. 

We talk about all the different stories. 

All that happened before and after he was born. 



We know the stories so well it’s almost like we 
were there. 

(pause) 

Going to spend a little time thinking about one 
story in particular today. 

One that took place a little while after Jesus 
was born. 

His first trip to the temple 

‘The time came for Joseph and Mary to perform 
the ceremony of purification,’ 

And for this ceremony they went to the temple 
in Jerusalem. 

They travelled from Bethlehem when Jesus 
was maybe just over month old to present him 
to God. 

To give thanks for his birth. 
(pause) 

In this story we hear about what two people 
thought about Jesus 



About who they thought Jesus was and how 
important he was. 

(pause) 

And that’s an important element of all the 
stories around Jesus birth. 

Explaining who Jesus is 

And that has to be an important element for us 
as we share these stories 

As we remember and talk about this baby being 
born. 

Who is Jesus to me 

And who am I going to tell this story too. 

(pause) 

We tell people stories about our births, 

Our childrens’s birth. 

We’ve shared some of them with each other 
today. 



So who am I going to tell about this birth this 
Christmas 

And what am I going to be telling them. 

(pause) 

We hear the angel telling Mary who Jesus is to 
become 

"Don't be afraid, Mary; 

God has been gracious to you.

You will become pregnant and give birth to a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High God. 

The Lord God will make him a king, as his 
ancestor David was,  

We read in Luke 1.30
(pause) 



We hear the shepherds proclaiming what they 
had been told as to who Jesus was 

‘When the shepherds saw him, they told them 
what the angel had said about the child.’ 
Luke 2.17  

(pause) 
We read of the wise men saying who they think 
Jesus is 

‘Where is the baby born to be the king of the 
Jews?’ Matthew 2.2 

(pause) 

And as we read all of these stories 

As we remember and reminisce 

As we think about them and talk about them 

We are also asking ourselves. 

Who is this baby 

What does he mean to me. 

What do I believe about him. 



Do I believe like the angel who visited Mary and 
then Joseph, then the shepherds 

Do I proclaim the good news as the shepherds 
did. 

That the Saviour was born, Christ the Lord. 

Do I have faith in the new King like the wise 
men did. 

Faith that meant I was willing to go on such a 
long journey 

And offer such valuable gifts to a young child. 

(pause) 

We have an image of Jesus in our minds 

We have an idea of who he is 

But what do we believe about him 

As we look into the manger who do we think he 
is. 



As we hold him in our arms as Simeon did do 
we say this is the Saviour of the World. 

This is my Saviour 

This is the child who grew up to die on a cross 
for me, who gave his life for me. 

(pause) 

We read so many stories of people saying what 
they believe about Jesus. 

What did Jesus mean to them. 

But before we get to Simeon and Anna let’s 
think for a moment about what Jesus meant to 
Mary and Joseph. 

(pause) 

They were there throughout this momentous 
story. 

They were the ones who’d had visits from 
angels telling them amazing things about who 
Jesus was and what he was to become. 



But did they believe it. 

Would you have believed it if you had been 
them. 

(pause) 

What did they think of Jesus. 

Who did they see him as. 

(pause) 

We are told a little of what Mary thought but not 
so much of what Joseph thought. 

After the visit of the shepherds in the middle of 
the night after Jesus was born, 

Telling them all that the Angel had said to say 

We are told that  

‘Mary remembered all these things and thought 
deeply about them.’ Luke 2.19

(pause) 



But she was his mother 

She looked after him 

She fed him, 

Changed him 

And burped him. 

She watched him grow up 
(pause) 

As a mother Mary always knew something of 
who or what Jesus was 

She pondered in her heart. 

She thought deeply about all that went on at 
Jesus birth. 

And knew, 

Like all parents know, 

That her child was special, 



Very special indeed. 
(pause) 

But what of Joseph, 

A man we know so little of 

What did he think as he saw Jesus being born. 

Did he think who is the father really? 

It’s not me I know, 

But who is the father. 
(pause) 

As he held Jesus in his arms, 

As he looked deep in his eyes, 

As he put him down to sleep. 

What were the thoughts that went through his 
head. 

My special baby, 



But did he think Saviour of the World. 

(pause) 

That’s certainly who Simeon and Anna saw 
Jesus as. 

When they saw him, 

When they held him, 

They knew that this was more than just any 
baby. 

Simeon knew that he was seeing God’s 
promised Messiah 

‘The Holy Spirit was with him and had assured 
him that he would not die before he had seen 
the Lord's promised Messiah.’ 

And so he knew now that he had seen that 
promised Messiah 

That God’s promise to him had been fulfilled 



‘Now, Lord, you have kept your promise, and 
you may let your servant go in peace.  

With my own eyes I have seen your salvation,’ 

(pause) 

Simeon was a God fearing man waiting for 
Israel to be saved. 

Waiting for God to work in the world in an 
amazing way. 

Waiting for the Messiah to come. 

And when he held Jesus in his arms he knew 
that the Messiah had come. 

(pause) 

I always have the image in my mind that 
Simeon was an old man. 

Maybe it’s because he talks of dying in peace 
now that he has seen the Messiah 

That he has seen God’s promise being fulfilled. 
(pause) 



He was a man faithful to God and in tune with 
the Holy Spirit. 

He was a man who had prayer hard and long 
for the Messiah to come. 

The day that Jesus was taken to the Temple he 
was inspired to also go to the temple. 

And he listened to the Spirit’s promptings. 

As Mary and Joseph moved into the temple 
proper Simeon knew who he was. 

Knew that this baby was the Messiah 

Knew deep in his heart that his wait was over 

The Saviour was here. 

‘With my own eyes I have seen your salvation’ 

He said as he held Jesus in his arms.  

(pause) 



Again we are told that Mary and Joseph were 
amazed. 

‘The child's father and mother were amazed at 
the things Simeon said about him.’ 

Why were they amazed? 

All this weird stuff had all ready happened 

All these amazing things had been said about 
him 

And done around him 

Yet they were still amazed.  
(pause) 

They were also warned about the sorrow they 
would face as Jesus grew up. 

The sorrow we know that Mary felt at the foot of 
the cross. 

‘And sorrow, like a sharp sword, will break your 
own heart’ 

(pause) 



And then an old woman appears beside them, 

Anna, 

A prophet, 

84 years old. 

She gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
child to all who were waiting for God to set 
Jerusalem free. 

Would this never end 

People coming up to Mary and Joseph and 
proclaiming about Jesus. 

We’ve not even seen the Wise Men yet and 
their extravagant gifts. 

(pause) 

When my first children were born people were 
always coming up and looking at them. 

They were twins 

And they looked alike. 



And when my wife came home from being out 
at the shops with them she was always finding 
money placed around them. 

Now no-one made amazing proclamations 
about them. 

Just aren’t they cute. 

There’s two of them 

Are they twins? 
(pause) 

How do we respond as we see the baby Jesus 

As we look into the manger with the shepherds 
do we see a beautiful little baby boy. 

All babies are beautiful after all. 

Or do we see the Saviour, 

Christ the Lord, 

As the shepherds saw. 
(pause) 



Imagine the reaction of Mr and Mrs Biden who, 
on their first visit to church with baby Joseph, 
meet someone who loudly proclaims  

“This child is destined to become President of 
the United States of America.”   

What would they have thought?  

"He’s just a wee baby!  

He’s tiny and helpless.”  

(pause) 

Or imagine Stanley and Charlotte Johnson 
taking out the newborn Alexander Boris de 
Pfeffel Johnson and it being announced  

“This child will become Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom!”  

Perhaps they would have acknowledged that 
this was a distinct possibility!  

(pause) 



But imagine it had been you.  

Your child.  

What would you have thought?  

“How could anyone possibly know?”  

“This is just a newborn baby.”  

It would have been a very strange and 
unforgettable experience.  

(pause) 

If we’d been standing beside Simeon in the 
Temple as Jesus was brought in what would we 
have seen. 

A month old baby, 

Brought by his parents for the ceremony of 
purification. 

Or might we have seen what Simeon saw, 

God’s salvation.     
(pause) 



And do we do what the Shepherds did. 

Proclaiming to all they saw of what the angels 
had said. 

Do we do what Anna did 

Give thanks to God 

And speak about the child to all who are around 

(pause) 

After the season of Christmas we begin the 
long journey to the cross. 

But for now we focus on the baby 

We reflect on who this baby is. 

And what he means to us. 

(pause) 

How do you respond when you see this baby, 

What does the Spirit say in your heart. Amen 



Prayers 

Our prayers now are going to be a guided 
meditation 

We will be thinking about the baby  

And trying to answer the question for our selves 

Who is this baby? 

As we go to the temple with Mary and Joseph 

Let us pray. 

Imagine being there with Simeon as Mary and 
Joseph come in  

See Simeon holding the baby. 

Hear what he has to say about him 

With my own eyes I have seen your salvation,  
which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples:  



A light to reveal your will to the Gentiles and 
bring glory to your people Israel." 

(pause)	

Look at the baby as Simeon says this 

Do you see what he see’s. 

Do you understand who this baby really is 

‘A light to reveal Gods will to the Gentiles’ 

(long silence) 

Follow Mary and Joseph as they travel through 
the temple 

You see an old woman coming up to them 

See the joy on her face as she spoke 

As she ‘gave	thanks	to	God	and	spoke	about	the	
child	to	all	who	were	waiting	for	God	to	set	
Jerusalem	free.		

(long	silence)	



Look again at the baby 

What does he mean to you 

Who do you think that he is? 

(long pause) 

God of love, 

By the mystery of the word made flesh you 
draw near and dwell among us. 

Open our hearts that we may receive the gift of 
your presence in the birth of Jesus. 

Like Simeon may we see with our own eyes 
your salvation 

May we see the light to reveal your will to the 
gentiles. 

(pause) 

May we like Anna give thanks to you for the 
birth of your son. 

And like Anna 



And the shepherds before her, 

May we speak about Jesus to all we see and 
know. 

(pause) 

Help us Father today and in the days to come 
to think about what we believe about Jesus 

To remember all that Jesus means to us 

And then to tell others the good news 

To tell our family and friends about who Jesus 
really is               

(longish pause) 

In this season of advent we have so many 
opportunities to speak about our faith 

To share the angels message 

That the Saviour is born 

Help us Father to have the courage to speak. 

Give us the words to say (pause) 



Fill us with the excitement that the shepherds 
had 

The excitement that is around at a new birth 

The excitement that was in us at the birth of our 
faith 

(pause) 

May we praise you Father in our words and in 
our actions 

May we praise you Father in our singing and in 
our living 

May we praise you Father in our joy and in our 
sadness 

May we praise you Father each day of our 
lives, Amen


