
This past week I became an old man, 

I have a bus-pass now. 

I’ve not used it yet because I’m not sure how to. 

It feels like a milestone. 

The start of looking towards retirement. 

5-7 years of working life to go. 

Could be longer but let’s aim for retrial age of 
67 

(pause) 

I’ve been doing this job for 33 years, 

I was 27 when I started with a very young 
family, 

twin daughters aged 2 and another on the way 

Kath and I had been married for 4 years at the 
time we began this journey of ministry together 

And we very much have done this together 



In the early days she wrote at least a third of 
my sermons while looking after all our kids, 

4 daughters now, 

and looking after me and our house. 

(She wasn’t in paid employment at this time) 

Now we still try and work together though she is 
mostly up in Edinburgh, 

still looking after the family in many ways 

and other people in her work, 

while I’m down here in Stichill most of the week 

Doing my job as part-time minister of Kelso 
Country Churches. 

(pause) 

It’s a strange time to be a Church of Scotland 
minister 

So many changes taking place 



So much uncertainty - 

40 per-cent reduction in jobs 

Will I still have a job in even two years time 
never mind the 7 that will take me to state 
pension. 

Closing of so many church buildings and 
congregations 

Possibly a 40% reductions in the number of 
buildings that we use to worship in. 

That’s a hard reality for us all to face. 

Will our favourite church be closed, 

no longer the safe place that I can go to to 
worship, 

to feel safe in God’s loving presence. 

(pause) 

We all want and need some reassurance at this 
time 



We need to know the loving arms of our loving 
shepherd holding us close 

‘The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I 
need.’  

As we read in Psalm 23.1 

After the traumatic events of Holy Week, the 
first disciples needed both assurance and 
teaching.  

In our readings today, the familiar image of the 
shepherd and his sheep fits those two needs 
perfectly.  

We also live in a time of uncertainty and change 
and this image of a shepherd caring for his 
sheep, 

calling them by name, 

can minister to us too.  

We are called by the shepherd and we know his 
voice 



Let us pray as we approach God in this time 
of reflecting 

Come, all you people, 
wandering and lost, far from home. 
Come to the shepherd – 
the one who guides us, 
the one who remakes us, 
and the one who will bring us to safety. 
Listen! The shepherd is calling! 
Listen! The shepherd is searching for you. 
Listen! He is calling you by name. Amen 

Let us hear our two readings today 

first Psalm 23 

and then from Revelation 7 

Both readings from the Good News 
translation 

The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I 
need. 2 He lets me rest in fields of green grass 
and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water. 3 He 
gives me new strength. He guides me in the 
right paths, as he has promised. 



4 Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I 
will not be afraid, Lord, for you are with me. 
Your shepherd's rod and staff protect me 5 You 
prepare a banquet for me, where all my 
enemies can see me; you welcome me as an 
honoured guest and fill my cup to the brim.  
6 I know that your goodness and love will be 
with me all my life; and your house will be my 
home as long as I live. 

And from Revelation 7.9-17 

After this I looked, and there was an enormous 
crowd - no one could count all the people! They 
were from every race, tribe, nation, and 
language, and they stood in front of the throne 
and of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and 
holding palm branches in their hands. 10 They 
called out in a loud voice: "Salvation comes 
from our God, who sits on the throne, and from 
the Lamb!"11 All the angels stood around the 
throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. 
Then they threw themselves face downward in 
front of the throne and worshiped God,12 
saying, "Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, 
thanksgiving, honour, power, and might belong 
to our God forever and ever! Amen!”  



13 One of the elders asked me, "Who are these 
people dressed in white robes, and where do 
they come from?” 14 "I don't know, sir. You do," 
I answered. He said to me, "These are the 
people who have come safely through the 
terrible persecution. They have washed their 
robes and made them white with the blood of 
the Lamb. 15 That is why they stand before 
God's throne and serve him day and night in his 
temple. He who sits on the throne will protect 
them with his presence. 16 Never again will 
they hunger or thirst; neither sun nor any 
scorching heat will burn them, 17 because the 
Lamb, who is in the centre of the throne, will be 
their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes." 

Reflection on Revelation 7 and Psalm 23 

Visions are at the heart of Revelation.  

Twenty centuries later it is hard for us to 
understand how these visions were understood 
by their first readers  

(pause) 



The church now is going through a time of 
trying to have vision 

we are struggling to have a vision of the shape 
of the church in the future 

What will church be like tomorrow 

how different will it be from today 

and from how we knew it to be in the past 

Yes times are difficult for us all as we face this 
new reality. 

The reality that the church we love so much will 
soon take a very different shape in the not so 
distant future 

It’s all ready taken quite a different shape 
because of the pandemic. 

So much of worship and learning is now to be 
found online 

I increasingly find myself spending more time 
producing things for our church website. 



you should take some time to have a look at the 
things that I put there. 

(pause) 

And as I reach 60  

and as I try to deal with all the uncertainty going 
on in the church 

I am trying to remind my self what my job is 
about 

What I should be doing with my time and 
energy 

(pause) 

And as I read passages like this from 
Revelation 

I am reminded that it is to help people come 
into the presence of God 

To help all of us come stand in the presence of 
the Lamb, 

Offering worship and praise to our loving 
heavenly Father 



‘Amen!  

Praise,  

glory,  

wisdom,  

thanksgiving,  

honour,  

power,  

and might belong to our God  

forever and ever!  

Amen!”  
(pause) 

It is to pastorally care for all of God’s people 

though that is harder to do now because of the 
pandemic 

(pause) 



It is my job to encourage all of you to read 
God’s word day by day 

to grapple with all that it says  

and through study and pray become stronger 
as disciples  

and walk more closely with Jesus 

(pause) 

That is why I will be putting more time into the 
daily reflections page on the website 

and I would encourage you to access that page 
and let me know how I can better help you read 
and study the Bible. 

(pause) 

To direct you to the Lamb 

The lamb who is in the centre of the throne 

The lamb who is our shepherd 

Guiding us to springs of life-giving water  



Hopefully I can be a bit more relaxed in the 
things that I say in this podcast as I try to 
encourage you to read God’s word 

grapple with what it is saying 

and maybe understand it in a fresh new way 

(pause) 

Hearing or reading Psalm 23 in the Good News 
translation may do that for some people. 

It just sounds and reads quite differently from 
what we may be used to. 

(pause) 

I’d encourage you to read it again yourself, 

maybe take notes as you read. 

This week as I was reading it I was struck by 
the idea of the banquet 

I recently went for a meal at a Chinese banquet 
house in Edinburgh 



It was a large buffet with a set price for how 
ever much you ate. 

There was so much food, 

so many choices 

Too much to taste everything that there was 
there. 

There were even some desserts but in my brain 
I thought you would have to pay extra for those. 

Next time I go I’ll try the desserts too. 

(pause) 

What will make up the banquet in heaven 

what am I going to be eating there in the 
presence of God 

and will there be a dessert table there too 

(pause) 

I am going to be God’s honoured guest 



Sitting at the top table because I’m important 

I’m so important to God 

You are so important to God  

so much loved by God 

You may not always feel it or believe it 

But you are 

A much loved daughter or son of a loving 
heavenly Father 

(pause) 

So many thoughts can we take from reading 
this psalm 

each line has so much that we can reflect on 

But lets today just reflect on that last line 

I know that your goodness and love will be with 
me all my life;  



and your house will be my home as long as I 
live. 

In all the traumas that we see going on in the 
world 

In all the difficulties that we may ourselves be 
facing and experiencing 

Know that God’s love is with you 

and will always be with you. 
(pause) 

As we see Urkanians homes being blown up 

As maybe we struggle to pay our household 
bills as rents 

as gas and electric 

as food bills all go up so dramatically 

Know that you have a place of safety 

A home with God where we can meet with him 



and know his love and peace filling our hearts 

and strengthening us in our lives 

Let us pray 

God, our shepherd, you gather us into your 
kingdom, and into your loving arms. 

You seek us out when we are lost. 

You rescue us when we are in trouble. 

You welcome us when we return home. 
                                (pause) 

Make us – your church, your people  
 
into a sanctuary for all who are fearful, 
 
a place of healing for those who are broken, 
 
and a welcoming home for all who seek it.  

(pause) 



Lamb of God, we thank you for your loving 
sacrifice. 

Thank you for washing us clean, 

for putting purpose, light and colour into our 
dark empty lives. 

Thank you for your perseverance with us, 

your never-ending provision of wisdom and 
strength that helps guide us through all life’s 
circumstances. 
                               (pause) 

God of all our coming in and our going out, 

of our past, present and our future, 

of all the ups and downs of life, 

give us bright hope that all shall be well. 

Help us to trust in your promises, to find springs 
of the water of life, 



and to share that with others, that tears may be 
wiped from every eye. 

(pause) 

We hear Your call to care for others as You care 
for us, 

to love as You love, 

to give and go on giving, 

to heal,  

to feed, 

to nurture and reconcile. 

(pause) 

Help us to show our thankfulness not only in 
our praise and prayers, but by following You in 
the way of self-sacrificing love, 

bringing others to give thanks and love You too. 

(pause) 



Jesus our shepherd, may we listen for your 
voice and be still, 

may we learn to follow and not rush ahead, 

may we look for your guidance,  

relying on your promise to hold on to us, even 
when the way ahead is unknown. 

Help us to trust in you alone. Amen. 

As you go into this coming week continue to 
reflect on Jesus being your shepherd 

Think about the relationship that you have with 
Jesus 

The relationship that you want to have with 
Jesus 

And build on that daily as you read the bible 
and as you pray	


