
Welcome to our podcast 

In this Easter week 

In Orthodox churches they make a special 
statement on Easter morning. 

The priest says ‘He is risen.’ 

And the congregation reply ‘He is risen indeed.’ 

I’m going to say that three times. 

You can join with me as I say it 

He is risen 
He is risen indeed 

He is risen 
He is risen indeed 

He is risen 
He is risen indeed  

Let’s pray	

Father be with us now in our worship. 



Come close to us, as we come close to you. 

Teach us new things about the Easter story. 

Help us to learn new things. 

New things about how much you love us. 

And help us especially to share those new 
things that we learn with people who don’t know 
you. 

Who don’t believe in you. 

After we look in the empty tomb may we not run 
away terrified 

But instead run with joy out into the streets 
To tell the whole world 

Jesus is alive. Amen 

Not going to read one of the easter gospel 
stories but instead from 1 Corinthians 

Paul’s words on what it means for us to rise 
from death 



1 Corinthians 15.19-26 - If our hope in Christ 
is good for this life only and no more, then we 
deserve more pity than anyone else in all the 
world. 20 But the truth is that Christ has been 
raised from death, as the guarantee that those 
who sleep in death will also be raised. 21 For 
just as death came by means of a man, in the 
same way the rising from death comes by 
means of a man. 22 For just as all people die 
because of their union with Adam, in the same 
way all will be raised to life because of their 
union with Christ. 23 But each one will be 
raised in proper order: Christ, first of all; then, at 
the time of his coming, those who belong to 
him. 24 Then the end will come; Christ will 
overcome all spiritual rulers, authorities, and 
powers, and will hand over the Kingdom to God 
the Father. 25 For Christ must rule until God 
defeats all enemies and puts them under his 
feet. 26 The last enemy to be defeated will be 
death. 

Sermon 

This is the message that we proclaim this 
Easter Sunday. 



That Christ died for our sins. 

That he was raised to life. 

And as Paul puts it in our reading this morning, 

‘those who sleep in death will also be raised.’ 

Those who are dead will also one day rise. 

That we will all one day rise. 

As Jesus rose from the dead. 

That we will all one day have a bodily 
resurrection, 

As Jesus had a bodily resurrection from the 
dead. 

Not just a spiritual one.  
(pause) 

We stand with all those living without hope. 

But we also have to share with them the hope 
that we have. 



Share with the hopeless that there is hope. 

Hope in this life 

And in the life to come.    

(pause) 

Paul is trying to share that hope with the people 
in Corinth. 

He is challenging them, 

Trying to get them to understand that there is 
more than just this life. 

Challenging them to understand that yes there 
is hope in this life 

And hope in the life to come. 

That the power of death will ultimately be 
defeated. 

‘If our hope in Christ is good for this life only 
and no more,  



then we deserve more pity than anyone else in 
all the world.’ 

(pause) 

It would be good if when you go home you read 
the whole of this chapter in 1 Corinthians. 

That proclaims in summary the whole gospel. 

The gospel message as Paul understands it. 

As Paul has taught it. 

As Paul lives it. 

This is part of earlier in 1 Corinthians 15. 

‘And now I want to remind you, my friends, of 
the Good News which I preached to you,  

which you received,  

and on which your faith stands firm.  

That is the gospel,  

the message that I preached to you.  



You are saved by the gospel if you hold firmly to 
it –  

unless it was for nothing that you believed.  

I passed on to you what I received,  

which is of the greatest importance:  

that Christ died for our sins, as written in the 
Scriptures;  

(pause) 

that he was buried  

and that he was raised to life three days later,  

as written in the Scriptures;  

(pause) 

that he appeared to Peter and then to all twelve 
apostles.  

Then he appeared to more than five hundred of 
his followers at once,  



most of whom are still alive, although some 
have died.  

Then he appeared to James, and afterward to 
all the apostles.   

(pause) 

This is the message of the gospel as Paul saw 
it. 

‘this is what we all preach, and this is what you 
believe.’ 1 Corinthians 15.11 

What is it that he preaches, 

That all the disciples preach, 

That Jesus brother James preaches. 

‘our message is that Christ has been raised 
from death,’ 

That’s the message that we have to proclaim 
today. 

Christ has been raised from death. 



That’s the message of hope that we have to 
share in this world full of tears, 

Christ has been raised from death. 

(pause) 

The people of Corinth didn’t all believe this. 

The people of Kelso and surrounding villages 
don’t all believe this 

But if we believe it we need to live it. 

And if we believe it we need to share it. 

Share the message of hope. 

Share the message that Jesus has been raised 
from death. 

And that we too will one day be raised from 
death.  

‘If our hope in Christ is good for this life only 
and no more, then we deserve more pity than 
anyone else in all the world.’ (pause) 



Not everyone is going to believe this message. 

We may even struggle at times to believe it. 

The people of Corinth struggled to believe it. 

They certainly struggled with the idea of a 
bodily resurrection. 

They could understand some kind of spiritual 
resurrection. 

But the body being raised. 

No way. 
(pause) 

And we to struggle with Paul’s philosophical 
argument. 

Why does Jesus being raised mean that we to 
will be raised from the dead. 

Or why does us not believing that we will be 
raised from the dead mean that we are in effect 
lying when we say that Jesus was raised. 



‘More than that, we are shown to be lying about 
God, because we said that he raised Christ 
from death –  

but if it is true that the dead are not raised to 
life, then he did not raise Christ.  

For if the dead are not raised, neither has 
Christ been raised.’ 

(pause) 

The Corinthians,  

like us,  

had a hard time getting their minds around the 
event of the resurrection.  

They,  

like many in the modern world,  

thought not of a "resurrection" that involved the 
entire person,  

body and spirit alike,  



being raised from death to everlasting life. 

But only of a spiritual resurrection.  
(pause) 

Jesus was bodily and spiritually raised from the 
dead. 

So shall we be Paul is saying. 

‘But the truth is that Christ has been raised from 
death,  

as the guarantee that those who sleep in death 
will also be raised.’ 

We also will be raised, 

As Jesus was raised. 

That is part of the gospel message that we 
preach. 

(pause) 

It was by eating of the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil that Adam 
introduced death into human reality.  



But now Jesus has brought life back to the 
world. 

‘For just as all people die because of their 
union with Adam,  

in the same way all will be raised to life 
because of their union with Christ.’ 

(pause) 

In Christ's death and resurrection the power of 
death has been conquered. 

The death that all people suffer because of the 
sin of Adam has come to an end. 

Life has come into the world through the life of 
Jesus. 

Eternal life has become possible for all because 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

And that is the gospel message that we share 
this Easter, 

And at all times. 
(pause) 



"Christ is risen!" 

"He is risen indeed!"   Amen. 

Let us pray 

Father on this Easter Sunday, 

When we re-affirm our faith in the risen Jesus, 

Help us to share our faith with those who don’t 
yet believe. 

Help us to tell one person today that Jesus is 
alive. 

That he has risen from the dead, 

Hallelujah. 
(pause) 

Help us Father to go from here as people of the 
resurrection, 

Living resurrection lives. 



Renewed in our faith, 

Filled with love for you and all of your creation. 

(pause) 

May we proclaim the message as Mary did. 

I have seen the Lord. 

Jesus is alive. 
(pause) 

May we proclaim the message as the first 
disciples did, 

Risking their lives in doing so. 

I have seen the Lord, 

Jesus is alive. 
(pause) 

May we proclaim the message of hope that 
Paul shared with all through his letters. 



‘all will be raised to life because of their union 
with Christ.’ 

(pause) 

In Jesus name we pray,  

Amen. 

Benediction 

Today	we	see	Jesus,	our	risen	Lord.	
Hallelujah!	
As	God’s	Easter	people,	let	us	go	and	
celebrate	a	new	beginning	,	
@illed	with	the	presence	of	our	risen	Lord.	
And	let	us	take	that	presence	to	those	whom	
we	meet,	
And	declare	loudly	and	boldly,	Jesus	is	alive.


