
We come now to the special week in Jesus life 

We come to the end of his journey 

His entry into Jerusalem 
(pause) 

In the last few weeks we have walked with 
Jesus as he journeyed to Jerusalem 

We have walked with him as he made his way 
to his death on a cross 

We have walked with him and his disciples as 
they made their way to Jesus destiny 

His death on a cross 

His giving of his life so that each one of us may 
live 

(pause) 

And here we are on Palm Sunday, 

the beginning of what many Christians call Holy 
Week 



and we see Jesus entering Jerusalem on a colt 

A young donkey or maybe a young horse 

It doesn’t say in Lukes gospel, 

Donkey is mentioned in the other gospels 
though 

(pause) 

I’m sure we all have a picture in our minds 

Or can create a clear picture 

Jesus 

with his disciples, 

with his many followers, 

with a large crowd of folk making his entrance 
into Jerusalem 

(pause) 

And it’s not a quiet entrance 

It’s loud and noisy 



Jesus is on a colt, 

a young animal 

His followers know this is a special time 

Why would he ride on a colt after all 

He could just as easily have walked in 

(pause) 

It’s his followers who are throwing their cloaks 
on the road in front of him 

It’s his followers who are making all the noise 

We read in Luke 19 verses 37 and 38 

‘the large crowd of his disciples began to thank 
God  

and praise him in loud voices for all the great 
things that they had seen: 

"God bless the king who comes in the name of 
the Lord!  



Peace in heaven and glory to God!"  

(pause) 

Jesus followers are filled with joy and 
excitement 

Proclaiming Jesus as King 

Shouting out to all who can hear that he comes 
in the name of the Lord 

They shout their thanks to God for Jesus 

They shout their praises to him for all the things 
that they have seen him do 

and the words that they have heard him share 

‘the large crowd of his disciples began to thank 
God  

and praise him in loud voices for all the great 
things that they had seen:’ 

(pause) 



Let us hear the Palm Sunday story 

as we read it in Lukes gospel chapter 19 

reading verses 28-40, 

reading from the Good News translation 

After Jesus said this, he went on in front of 
them toward Jerusalem. 29 As he came near 
Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, 
he sent two disciples ahead 30 with these 
instructions: "Go to the village there ahead of 
you; as you go in, you will find a colt tied up that 
has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If someone asks you why you are 
untying it, tell him that the Master needs it." 32 
They went on their way and found everything 
just as Jesus had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why 
are you untying it?" 34 "The Master needs it," 
they answered, 35 and they took the colt to 
Jesus. Then they threw their cloaks over the 
animal and helped Jesus get on. 36 As he rode 
on, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 
When he came near Jerusalem, at the place 
where the road went down the Mount of Olives, 



the large crowd of his disciples began to thank 
God and praise him in loud voices for all the 
great things that they had seen: 38 "God bless 
the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory to God!" 39 Then 
some of the Pharisees in the crowd spoke to 
Jesus. "Teacher," they said, "command your 
disciples to be quiet!" 40 Jesus answered, "I tell 
you that if they keep quiet, the stones 
themselves will start shouting.” 

(pause) 

This is no normal crowd shouting 

This is no normal event 

It is a special time for a very special man 

And the crowd of his followers want everyone to 
know 

(pause) 

The Pharisees in the crowd are not so keen on 
what they hear 

The Pharisees, 



maybe also teachers of the Law, 

who are walking with Jesus and his crowd of 
disciples, 

who are travelling with him to Jerusalem, to 
celebrate the Passover  

don’t like what they hear 

Don’t like some of the things they hear his 
followers shouting 

To them its probably bordering on blasphemy 

proclaiming Jesus as King 

That’s dangerous talk  

Their is all ready a King in Jerusalem and its 
not Jesus 

Maybe other phrases the followers are using 
worry them 

It’s all to much for the Pharisees 



Stop them Jesus 

Stop them speaking before we get into trouble 
from the authorities 

Stop their words Jesus as God won’t like it 

Teacher," they said, "command your disciples to 
be quiet!” 

(pause) 

Jesus reply is just a straight No 

He uses a strange phrase 

One that should be well known to us 

I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones 
themselves will start shouting. 

(pause) 

I can’t stop this friends 

This is all coming from God 



and if these followers of mine are silenced then 
you’ll still hear the proclamations 

But they will be coming from the stones that 
you see lying at the side of the road 

God and His word cannot be silenced 

(pause) 

To often as disciples of Jesus we let our words 
be silenced 

Our faith has maybe become jaded 

We don’t have the enthusiasm or excitement 
that we had when we first became disciples 

When we first began to follow Jesus 

We need the enthusiasm and excitement of a 
crowd of followers to get us going again 

So that we to will shout out our praise and 
thanks to God 

(pause) 



This week take time to reflect on the things that 
you have seen Jesus do 

Take time to remember all you have learnt of 
Jesus 

All that he means to you in your life 

And what it means for you to be a disciple 

The privilege you have in being one of his 
followers 

(pause) 

Take time to remember the tremendous events 
that happen in this last week of Jesus life 

Read the gospel stories that maybe we don’t 
hear so often except at services each night of 
holy week 

The over turning of the tables in the temple 

The washing of the disciples feet by Jesus as 
they ate a final meal together 



His arrest by another crowd in the garden of 
gethsemane 

Picture Jesus being dragged of to come before 
the High Priest and teachers of the Law 

See him being condemned to death by Pilate 

His final walk in Jerusalem to Golgotha 

carrying his cross 

being helped by Simon from Cyrene as Jesus 
was to weak now from all the beatings he’d all 
ready suffered. 

See him hung up on that cross 

the nails in his legs and through his wrists 

Hear Jesus final words 

The words he spoke to his heavenly Father 

‘Father! 

In your hands I place my spirit’ 



He said these words and then he died 

That o so cruel, painful death on a cross 

(pause) 

And as you reflect remember why he died 

Remember who he died for 

For you 

For me 
(pause) 

Let’s spend some time in silence and prayer 
now 

Try and make time each day this week for 
silence and prayer 

To contemplate all that went on in this last 
dramatic week of Jesus life. 

Hold onto the sadness and despair just now 

Don’t be to quick to look to the resurrection 



We need to experience the loss of Jesus death 

Before we can know the joy of him rising from 
the dead 

(pause) 

If you have time this week find a stone and 
paint on it words like Hosanna 

or whatever you think the crowds might have 
been shouting out 

(pause) 

Find some large nails to help you in your 
contemplation 

Or make a cross if you don’t have one 
somewhere in your house 

And be ready to share your faith in Jesus with 
those in your family or among your friends who 
don’t yet believe in Jesus as you do 

(pause) 

Lets pray now though 



Wonderful God, thank you that you meet us  
right here where we are sitting – 

in the ordinary stuff and activities of this day. 

As we journey through Holy Week, may we 
recognise you in Christ Jesus, 

be empowered to live like him – 

to live into the preciousness of the life  
that you sustain in us. 

Living God, we bring you our ‘hosannas’ – 
for you are an almighty God. 

We bring you our ‘alleluias’ for you are a 
wonderful God. 

We bring you our dreams for you are a faithful 
God. 

We bring you our discipleship for you are an 
encouraging God. 

We bring you our hearts for you are a loving 
God in whom we can trust. (pause) 



Lord of power and humility, the crowd roared, 

their spirits soared – 

for you were a king.  

Their king. 

They longed for your rule, though you rode on a 
mule  

for you were a king. 

Their king. 

And here today, 

as we worship and pray, 

we adore you as king. 

Our King!  
(pause) 

Lord Jesus Christ, we sing Hosanna! 



We welcome the King! 

Let us celebrate you today and every day  
(pause) 

Let us journey together this week towards the 
cross, 
 
inspire our steps as we follow you to the Cross 
Jesus  

and as we continue in discipleship thereafter,  

Amen.


