
Welcome to our podcast today 

Thinking about an expensive gift that was given 
today 

What’s the most expensive gift that you have 
ever been given. 

And how did you respond when you were given 
it. (mention the Previa) 

(pause) 

In our reading today from Johns gospel Mary 
gave Jesus a costly gift 

Perfume worth a years wages  

and we’ll hear more about that story in a little 
while. 

Let us pray 

O God, we ask that you be with us 

We pray that as you pour yourself into this 
worship experience, we may receive a fresh 
touch of your spirit.  



You are the giver of every good and perfect gift.  

You gave us life.  

You have filled our lives with family and friends.  

You lavish us with your grace.  

You have given us this day to add to the many 
we have seen.  

And you have given us your son Jesus.  

May we grow in our gratitude and 
understanding of just how much you love us,  

and may our hearts be opened  

that we might respond to your extravagance 
with our thanksgiving and praise. 

May we know your presence with us today and 
respond to your love for us with our lives,  

Amen 



John 12.1-8 - Six	days	before	the	Passover,	
Jesus	went	to	Bethany,	the	home	of	Lazarus,	
the	man	he	had	raised	from	death.	They	
prepared	a	dinner	for	him	there,	which	
Martha	helped	serve;	Lazarus	was	one	of	
those	who	were	sitting	at	the	table	with	
Jesus.		Then	Mary	took	a	whole	pint	of	a	very	
expensive	perfume	made	of	pure	nard,	
poured	it	on	Jesus'	feet,	and	wiped	them	
with	her	hair.	The	sweet	smell	of	the	
perfume	Eilled	the	whole	house.	One	of	Jesus'	
disciples,	Judas	Iscariot	-	the	one	who	was	
going	to	betray	him	-	said,		"Why	wasn't	this	
perfume	sold	for	three	hundred	silver	coins	
and	the	money	given	to	the	poor?"	He	said	
this,	not	because	he	cared	about	the	poor,	
but	because	he	was	a	thief.	He	carried	the	
money	bag	and	would	help	himself	from	it.	
But	Jesus	said,	"Leave	her	alone!	Let	her	
keep	what	she	has	for	the	day	of	my	burial.	
You	will	always	have	poor	people	with	you,	
but	you	will	not	always	have	me." 

Sermon 



I wonder what any of us would do with a years 
salary. 

If we had in the bank the equivalent of an 
average years rural workers salary. 

At minimum wage level that should be about 
£16,000 before tax for a grade 4 worker 

What would we do with that? 

Just now most of us would keep it in the bank 
for a rainy day. 

Hold it back just in case we needed it. 

In our reading from John’s gospel Mary takes a 
bottle of perfume that she has. 

A bottle that would cost maybe £16,000 in 
today’s money 

And she pours it out on Jesus feet. 

The whole bottle 



Or at least most of it 

Poured over the feet of Jesus 

A man that she loves and respects greatly. 

(pause) 

Now I can’t even imagine a bottle of perfume 
being worth that much. 

And I can’t imagine what would drive you to 
such an extravagant act 

Pouring it all over the feet of someone you care 
for. 

What a waste as Judas says 

"Why	wasn't	this	perfume	sold	for	three	
hundred	silver	coins	and	the	money	given	to	
the	poor?"	

Why did she do it? 

What is this extravagant act all about? 



And why does Jesus respond with the well 
known words. 

"Leave	her	alone!		

Let	her	keep	what	she	has	for	the	day	of	my	
burial.		

You	will	always	have	poor	people	with	you,	
but	you	will	not	always	have	me." 

(pause) 

Jesus has come to the home of Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary. 

A family that we know of from earlier in the 
gospel. 

Lazarus is such a good friend of Jesus 

That on news of his death Jesus wept 

And then went to where he was buried and 
raised him from death. 

We also know Lazarus’ sisters  



Martha and Mary  

from the story of Martha doing all the work,  

while Mary sat at Jesus feet listening to Jesus 
teaching. 

(pause) 

So we have a well known family 

And Jesus and his disciples having a meal with 
them. 

Well eating with Lazarus anyway. 

The women were serving the meal while the 
men ate. 

And it’s 6 days to the Passover festival. 

6 days till the big festival starts in Jerusalem. 

6 days till the beginning of the end for Jesus. 

His death on a cross is rapidly approaching. 

And he knew it.    (pause) 



His disciples knew something was up. 

There would have been more than a little 
trepidation as they made this journey to 
Jerusalem. 

Jesus had been saying some odd things lately. 

And they knew that the religious authorities 
didn’t like Jesus. 

That they had plans in place to kill him. 

‘From that day on the Jewish authorities made 
plans to kill Jesus.  

So Jesus did not travel openly in Judea,  

but left and went to a place near the desert,  

to a town named Ephraim, where he stayed 
with the disciples.’ John 11.53-54 

Jesus knew he was going to be killed so stayed 
out of the way of the religious authorities. 



But now he is openly heading to Jerusalem for 
the festival of Passover. 

He know’s he’ll be arrested. 

His disciples know he’ll be arrested. 

And they are all worried that he’ll be killed  

but they don’t really believe it. 

Mary does 

And so she comes offering Jesus a beautiful 
gift. 

The bottle of expensive perfume. 

Perfume that would normally have been used 
as a body is prepared for burial. 

She pours it on his feet and wipes them with 
her hair. 

It was a sign of honour to anoint someone’s 
head 



But their feet. 
(pause) 

Jesus and the others were all sitting at the table 
eating. 

Probably more likely reclining. 

Head and feet really at the same level. 

And Mary comes to Jesus feet. 

And anoints them with oil. 

Previously she sat at his feet to listen to his 
teaching. 

Now she anoints his feet with expensive 
perfume 

Then Mary took half a litre of a very expensive 
perfume made of pure nard,  

poured it on Jesus' feet,  

and wiped them with her hair. 
(pause) 



And in the next chapter of John’s gospel 

We see Jesus kneeling in front of his disciples 
washing their feet. 

Feet a sign and place of humility, not honour. 

(pause) 

And as the perfume is being poured Jesus at 
least recognises it as a sign of his coming 
death. 

As a preparation of his burial. 

‘Let her keep what she has for the day of my 
burial.’ 

The rest of this perfume, 

Whatever she has left after today  

can be used to anoint my body after my death. 

My death which is coming soon. 

(pause) 



Mary’s act shows that she understands deep 
down and intimately who Jesus is and what this 
moment means. 

She understands and knows that Jesus is going 
to die. 

She may not yet believe or know about the 
resurrection. 

But she knows about the death. 

She may not completely understand why Jesus 
is going to die  

But she knows that his death is coming 

And is coming soon. 

And her response to his approaching death is 
to pour out her most precious and valuable 
bottle of perfume. 

Her response to his approaching death is to try 
and show Jesus how much she loves him, 

How much Jesus means to her.  (pause) 



Judas response is to complain about waste. 

To complain about how the poor could have 
been fed instead 

And that is important. 

But as Jesus says 

You will always have poor people with you, but 
you will not always have me." 

His challenge to Judas 

His challenge to all those at the meal. 

His challenge to all of us is 

‘I am going to die, how are you going to 
respond to my death?’ 

How do you respond to the great love I have for 
each one of you? 

A love that is taking me to a slow, painful death 
on a cross 



An agonizing death. 

That’s how much I love you. 

So much that I’m willing to die on a cross for 
you.    

(pause) 

Mary has shown how she responds 

With this costly gift 

With this act of love 

How do you respond? 
(pause) 

As we gaze on the cross.  

As we remember Jesus death, 

His sacrifice for us. 

How do we  respond? 
(pause) 

As we head to the last week of Jesus life, 



To his entry into Jerusalem on a donkey, 

To the death on a cross on Good Friday, 

To the joy of the resurrection on the Sunday 

How do we respond? 

How do I respond? 

How do you respond? 

With the extravagant love and abundance of 
Mary. 

Or the cheapskate, parsimoniousness of Judas. 
As we gaze on the cross 

As we remember Jesus death 

How will we respond? 

By giving him our all? 

By showing him our love as Mary did? 

Or will we respond like Judas? 



Complaining and bitter. 

Betraying him to the religious authorities who 
are planning to kill him. 

(pause) 

How do you respond to Jesus love for you? 

This Easter, 

This Good Friday, 

How will you respond to Jesus death on a cross 
for you? 

“You	will	always	have	poor	people	with	you,	
but	you	will	not	always	have	me."	Amen.	

I want you to take a moment in prayer now 

and I want you to do an action as you pray 

Hold your hands out in front of you. 



It holds the most precious thing you have your 
life. 

Offer that gift up to God 

Raise your hands  

You are offering your life up to God as you do 
this 

 (long pause) 

Father I offer up to you my life. 

The most precious, valuable thing that I have. 

I want to give you my life,  

I want to live my life in service of you. 

(long pause) 

(Make a pouring motion with your hands, 
like perfume being poured out of a bottle) 

Father I pour out my life for you. 



As Mary poured out the perfume on your feet I 
pour out my life in service of you. 

I die to my self, as Jesus died for me.  

And give all of my life to you to do with as you 
will 

Amen. 

Spend sometime this week reflecting on what 
Mary did for Jesus 

And think about what you have done 

or what you are willing to do for Jesus 

in response to his death for you.


