
Welcome to our podcast this week 

It’s mothering Sunday this week.	 

A day that was created to remember our mother 
church 

but has come to be a day to celebrate and give 
thanks for our mothers 

(pause) 

Our reading today though is a story not about a 
mother but a dad and his 2 sons. 

Jesus tells the religious leaders a parable about 
a father and his two sons,  

to demonstrate how God welcomes back those 
who have wandered far from him.  

An errant son comes to his senses and returns 
home.  

The son who remained at home struggles with 
the welcome his brother receives.  



Their loving father goes out to meet each of 
them halfway,  

inviting them both to enjoy all that he has given 
them. 

(pause) 

On Mothering Sunday, we appreciate the 
presence and importance of nurturing love for 
us.  

Life’s challenges can mean we forget this love.  

We can become lost through the mistakes and 
wrong choices we make,  

or perhaps by the pressure and responsibility 
we feel under to get things right.  

The joy is that God’s love is always, always 
there,  

welcoming us home again. 

Prayer of approach 



God, our father and mother, 
we quieten ourselves to be present 
to ourselves, to you and to each other. 
We come as we are, sometimes lost, 
because we choose our way and not yours, 
because we make an outward show of your 
way, but without love – and that is not your way. 
Thank you for your outrageous love, 
always and forever welcoming us home.  
Amen. 

Our reading this week is from Luke 15.11-32 

reading from the Good News translation of 
the bible as usual 

Jesus went on to say, "There was once a man 
who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to 
him, "Father, give me my share of the property 
now.' So the man divided his property between 
his two sons. 13 After a few days the younger 
son sold his part of the property and left home 
with the money. He went to a country far away, 
where he wasted his money in reckless living. 
14 He spent everything he had. Then a severe 
famine spread over that country, and he was 
left without a thing.  



15 So he went to work for one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him out to his farm to 
take care of the pigs. 16 He wished he could fill 
himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, but no 
one gave him anything to eat. 17 At last he 
came to his senses and said, "All my father's 
hired workers have more than they can eat, and 
here I am about to starve! 18 I will get up and 
go to my father and say, "Father, I have sinned 
against God and against you. 19 I am no longer 
fit to be called your son; treat me as one of your 
hired workers." ' 20 So he got up and started 
back to his father. "He was still a long way from 
home when his father saw him; his heart was 
filled with pity, and he ran, threw his arms 
around his son, and kissed him. 21 "Father,' the 
son said, "I have sinned against God and 
against you. I am no longer fit to be called your 
son.' 22 But the father called to his servants. 
"Hurry!' he said. "Bring the best robe and put it 
on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on 
his feet. 23 Then go and get the prize calf and 
kill it, and let us celebrate with a feast! 24 For 
this son of mine was dead, but now he is alive; 
he was lost, but now he has been found.' And 
so the feasting began. 25 "In the meantime the 
older son was out in the field.  



On his way back, when he came close to the 
house, he heard the music and dancing. 26 So 
he called one of the servants and asked him, 
"What's going on?' 27 "Your brother has come 
back home,' the servant answered, "and your 
father has killed the prize calf, because he got 
him back safe and sound.' 28 The older brother 
was so angry that he would not go into the 
house; so his father came out and begged him 
to come in. 29 But he spoke back to his father, 
"Look, all these years I have worked for you like 
a slave, and I have never disobeyed your 
orders. What have you given me? Not even a 
goat for me to have a feast with my friends! 30 
But this son of yours wasted all your property 
on prostitutes, and when he comes back home, 
you kill the prize calf for him!' 31 "My son,' the 
father answered, "you are always here with me, 
and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had 
to celebrate and be happy, because your 
brother was dead, but now he is alive; he was 
lost, but now he has been found.' " 

Sermon 



A week ago the world watched emotional 
scenes unfold as Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe was 
welcomed back home after being wrongly 
imprisoned in Iran for six years.  

Not a son returning to a Father who he had 
wronged 

But a mother returning to a daughter and a 
husband whom she loved very much. 

A mother who had been wronged by the 
leaders of the country of her birth 

And had been let down by the leaders of the 
country that she has lived in all her adult life. 

Leaders that she trusted in 

That she and we expected more from. 
(pause) 

Can you imagine the joy her family felt on 
seeing her return after such a long time?  

Have you experienced being reunited with 
someone after a long time apart?  



When my children were really quite young I 
went of to America by myself. 

It was meant to be for 6 weeks 

I couldn’t cope with being separated from them 
for so long and returned 2 weeks early 

Nazanin was apart from her family for 6 very 
long years 

And she didn’t have the option of changing her 
flight to come home earlier 

(pause) 

Although for many years it was not clear if and 
when Nazanin would be released, her husband 
Richard never gave up trying to get her back.  

Through campaigns and even hunger strikes, 
he devoted his life to bringing home the one he 
loved.  

The father in our reading from Lukes gospel 
today never gave up hoping that his youngest 
son would return 



Never gave up hope that he would once more 
see this son that had left his loving family 
behind 

(pause) 

The father loves and misses his son so much,  

he spends the time his son is away waiting  

and watching for his return,  

and when he sees him, he runs to him,  

welcomes him,  

and throws a party to celebrate having him 
back. 

(pause) 

There are times in everyone’s life when we feel 
separated from God  

but, like an excited family  

or a devoted parent,  

God waits to welcome us back in love.  



Think of the joy of the Zaghari-Ratcliffe family at 
her return, 

Remember your own time of separation from 
family 

or loved ones. 

It may even have been recently as most of us 
were separated for many weeks and months 
during the lockdown for the pandemic. 

We know the joy of return, the happiness of 
reconnection 

The father in this story shows us the joy of the 
return of the wayward son, 

the lost son 

Shows us how much he loves his son 

Shows us how much God loves us 

and will welcome us back no matter how long 
we have been away from him 

(pause) 



We hope that we will be welcoming back all the 
people who for various reasons have not been 
able to worship with us these last 2 years 

Welcome back the many people who are our 
members and may not have attended for years 

(pause) 

Why did Jesus tell this parable?  

Like the lost sheep and lost coin parables in 
this chapter of Luke,  

Jesus tells the parable of the prodigal love of a 
father to respond to the Pharisees and the 
scribes who grumble about Jesus mingling with 
sinners and tax collectors and eating with them  

Jesus uses the three parables to respond to his 
critics who focused on the sins of the tax 
collectors and sinners.  

(pause) 

Jesus demonstrates that God cares about the 
sinners and rejoices when they repent.  



Jesus eating and partying with the sinners 
symbolizes the feast and joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents (Luke 15:7, 10).  

These sinners welcomed and responded to the 
gospel.  

Jesus’ critics act like the elder son who refuses 
to rejoice with God over the repentant sinners. 

God begs them to join the celebration like the 
prodigal father in the parable. 

(pause) 

Jesus tells us through these three parables that 
God’s prodigal grace  

and Gods love reaches out to the sinners and 
outcasts,  

and God also does not leave out the Pharisees 
and the scribes.  

This parable should not be called the prodigal 
son but “God’s prodigal love”. 



How freely and extravagantly God shares his 
love with all of us 

How freely and extravagantly God welcomes us 
into his presence 

Welcomes us into the church to be one of his 
people. 

(pause) 

As I said this week was Mothering Sunday 

A day to celebrate our mother church and the 
fellowship that we share with one another 

A day to reflect on what our church means to 
us. 

For many people the building plays a big and 
important part in our love for our church 

The people and the fellowship are important 

But the building plays its part to 



And that’s what’s so hard as we face up to the 
changes that are coming in the church that we 
love being part of, 

the Church of Scotland. 
(pause) 

As well as reducing the number of ministers 

of paid staff of all kinds 

by 40% 

we are also looking to reduce the number of 
buildings that we own and use, 

reduce by a similar figure 40% 

(pause) 

We have all ready reduced by 50% the number 
of buildings we use for worship. 

Just in the last 6 months we have sold two of 
the church buildings that were part of the group 
of churches that made up our fellowship of 
Kelso Country Churches 



And it was hard for us to close these buildings 
for worship 

And hard for the communities in which they are 
situated to see them sold for new uses 

no longer to be used for worship of our loving, 
heavenly Father 

(pause) 

Our Presbytery has just started the process of 
looking at all our church buildings 

Surveying them to see which ones are being 
used effectively 

So that we can plan which ones are kept going 
forward. 

Many hard decisions will have to be made in 
the weeks and months ahead 

All over Scotland many church buildings will be 
closed and sold. 

And many people will be heart broken as this 
happens                (pause) 



But our worship will not stop 

Our fellowship will not finish 

We will still come together to worship our loving 
heavenly Father 

We will still come to meet together 

To eat and drink together 

To share memories together 

Though not always in the ways that we did in 
the past 

Not always in the buildings that we are used to 
doing these activities in 

(pause) 

When I think of my home church 

and all the churches I have worked and 
worshipped in 

I remember the buildings but I don’t miss them 



I miss the people who helped me come to faith 

I miss the young couple who ran our Youth 
Fellowship 

who discipled me in the faith 

(pause) 

Whenever I have moved jobs 

Whenever I have been called by God to go 
somewhere else to serve Him 

Its the people that I miss 

The fellowship we shared 

The meals, 

the baking - lots of baking in Orkney especially, 

The weddings and baptisms and funerals. 

(pause) 

Yes our buildings, 



our home churches are important to us 

But its the people who we met in these 
buildings 

The people who make up the body of Christ 
that are what we treasure 

and want to hold onto 
(pause) 

So as we move forward with the church, 

As we look to a very changed future 

Let us walk with one another 

Let us walk with Jesus 

And continue to worship together 

Continue to have fellowship together 

Continue to grow in discipleship 

And build Gods Kingdom 



Welcoming other lost souls into our fellowship 

And showing extravagant love to them as God 
our Father shows to us. Amen 

Let us pray 

Faithful God, in a world that judges and blames, 
you forgive and understand. 

In a world that has no time for failure and 
mistakes, you forgive and understand. 

Thank you that your heart is so full of love, 
it can never run out. 

(pause) 

God of outrageous love! Thank you that we 
cannot fall out of your love, 

no matter what our mistakes, 

no matter how mean and grudging our love is. 

As you welcome us with ever open arms, 
enlarge our hearts and minds,  



to serve faithfully and to love outrageously! 

(pause) 

Lord Jesus, we pray for those who are lost. 

Help them to find you, 

guide them home to receive your outrageous 
love. 

(pause) 

As we go out into the world this week, 
help us to remember that our home is in you. 

We were once lost, but now we are found.  
In your blessed name we pray, Amen 


