
We are all being shown lessons in what it 
means to have courage as we watch and listen 
to the President of Ukraine 

When he was first elected he was considered a 
bit of a joke -  

a comic actor who played president on a 
comedy tv show now becomes president in real 
life. 

But since the invasion of his country he has 
shown great courage and fortitude 

Knowing that by staying in the country he faces 
almost certain death. 

Putin will kill him if he gets the chance 

(pause) 

In this season of Lent we see the courage of 
Jesus as he journeys to Jerusalem and the 
cross. 

Knowing in his heart that he faces certain death 



A death that could be avoided if he just didn’t 
enter that city. 

We’ll hear more today about what Jesus faced 
as we read from Luke 13.31-35 

At that same time some Pharisees came to 
Jesus and said to him, "You must get out of 
here and go somewhere else, because Herod 
wants to kill you." 32 Jesus answered them, 
"Go and tell that fox: "I am driving out demons 
and performing cures today and tomorrow, and 
on the third day I shall finish my work.' 33 Yet I 
must be on my way today, tomorrow, and the 
next day; it is not right for a prophet to be killed 
anywhere except in Jerusalem. 34 "Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem! You kill the prophets, you stone the 
messengers God has sent you! How many 
times I wanted to put my arms around all your 
people, just as a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, but you would not let me! 35 And so 
your Temple will be abandoned. I assure you 
that you will not see me until the time comes 
when you say, "God bless him who comes in 
the name of the Lord.' " 

Sermon 



At that same time some Pharisees came to 
Jesus and said to him,  

"You must get out of here and go somewhere 
else, because Herod wants to kill you." 

(pause) 

This first verse of the reading really stands out 
for me. 

When I was young I was always taught that the 
Pharisees hated Jesus 

And that Jesus hated the Pharisees. 

They were mortal enemies 

Who would always do each other down. 

But here we have the Pharisees helping Jesus. 

Trying to protect him from getting killed. 

"You must get out of here and go somewhere 
else, because Herod wants to kill you." 

(pause) 



Jesus didn’t hate the Pharisees, 

Well not all of them anyway. 

And he may have been one himself. 

He certainly came from a group who were as 
orthodox as the Pharisees. 

Who thought like they did. 

And applied the Laws in their lives as they did. 
(pause) 

He argued with the Pharisees, yes. 

And they argued with him. 

But disputation was  

and is  

part of how Rabbis and Jews came to 
understand what God was saying to them. 

And agree on what God was saying. 
(pause) 



Interpretation and understanding of the word of 
God was not fixed. 

It had to be argued about. 

It had to be thought through. 

And over the generations changes in 
understanding of, 

and applying the scriptures could take place. 

As they take place for us. 
(pause) 

When it comes say to the place of women in 
the church. 

How they should dress – modestly and with 
head coverings. 

How many woman wear hats or scarfs in our 
church today? 

But in your youth some of you would have. 

(pause) 



When it comes to leadership in the church. 

Again in your youth there were no women 
elders 

Many congregations would not be able to 
function now if there were no women elders, 

(pause) 

The Pharisees argued with Jesus. 

Disagreed with some of what he was saying 
and doing. 

But they did recognise him as a man of God. 

Did see that he was greatly blessed by God. 

Had a deep knowledge and understanding of 
God. 

That he had something to say to them, 

Things that they could learn from him  

(pause) 



Jesus answered them,  

"Go and tell that fox:  

"I am driving out demons and performing cures 
today and tomorrow,  

and on the third day I shall finish my work.'  

Well they are very unlikely to do that. 

They may have been brave enough to let Jesus 
know that Herod was after him. 

They are not going to risk their lives by telling 
Herod that they’d warned Jesus 

And this is Jesus response – 

"I am driving out demons and performing cures 
today and tomorrow,  

and on the third day I shall finish my work.' 

(pause) 



And it is hard to understand all that Jesus is 
saying here. 

And we have to wonder if the people listening 
really made head nor tail of it at the time. 

Likely to be after Jesus death and resurrection 
that it would have made some sense. 

‘On the third day he rose again’ 

(pause) 

The number three is an important number. 

And it is given great emphasis by Jesus here. 

On the third day he shall finish his work. 

The three parts to the trinity. 

The number One symbolizes unity,  

agreement, simplicity.  

When something exists alone, nothing disturbs 
it.  



It remains completely at peace,  

without regard for anything else. 

(pause) 

The number Two symbolizes duality, tension 
and complexity. 

The number three symbolizes a harmony that 
includes and synthesizes two opposites.  

Three merges one and two  

creating a new entity,  

an entity that harmoniously includes both 
opposites. 

(pause) 

The first three days of creation serve as an 
example of these three stages.  

On the first day, life had not yet been created.  

At the conclusion of the first day, the Torah 
reads,  



“It was evening and it was morning, one day.”  

A “day of One.”  

God was the only existence;  

even the angels had yet to be created.  

There was complete and simple unity. 

(pause) 

The second day of creation symbolizes 
separation and discord.  

On that day God separated the waters above 
the heavens from the waters below the 
heavens.  

This generated the first dichotomy.  

Now there were two opposites 

heaven and earth,  

spirituality and physicality. 
(pause) 



On the second day the Torah doesn’t say that 
“God saw that it was good.” 

Or as the Good News Bible has it – 

It doesn’t say that “God was pleased with what 
he saw.”  

When there is conflict and tension, the situation 
cannot be qualified as “good.” 

And so there is no mention of God being 
pleased. 

(pause) 

On the third day God confined the waters to the 
seas  

and He uncovered the dry land,  

which allowed for the creation of vegetation 
later that day.  

(pause) 

Now the light, the dark,  

the heaven, the earth  



and the waters were all working together 
harmoniously.  

(pause) 

On the third day the Torah tells us that it was 
good twice.  

We are told that “God was pleased with what he 
saw.”  

Twice. 

The third day didn’t undo the separation of the 
first two days.  

The polarity still exists,  

but the polarity became part of a greater unity.  

And that is doubly good. 

When two opposites merge and work together, 
the resulting unity is greater than the unity of 
one being on its own.  

(pause) 

Three signifies completeness and stability,  



as represented by the three Patriarchs, 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

and the three pilgrimage festivals 

Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot.             

(pause) 

Much else could be said about the number 
three. 

But it would only confuse us even more. 

But those that Jesus was speaking to would 
see these meanings. 

Or would be reminded of some of them. 

The most we are likely to be reminded of is the 
Trinity. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

And the importance of the unity of the Trinity. 



The important part that Jesus, 

The Son, 

Plays as part of the Trinity. 

(pause) 

And of Jesus dying on a Friday 

then rising on a Sunday. 

His work being completed on the third day. 

(pause) 

So we see some importance of the number 
three  

but to really understand it we need to know 
more about the Jewish understanding of the 
importance of numbers. 

To us three is just three. 

No real cultural, 



Theological 

Or spiritual significance. 

Except in regard to the Trinity. 

(pause) 

Jesus then repeats this imagery of three, 

‘Yet I must be on my way today, tomorrow, and 
the next day’ 

Before making the shocking statement 

‘it is not right for a prophet to be killed 
anywhere except in Jerusalem.’ 

(pause) 

Is he baldly stating I am going to be killed in 
Jerusalem. 

Has he all ready made the claim for himself that 
he is a prophet? 

(pause) 



Jesus has all ready spoken about the fact that 
he was going to die. 

In Luke 9 he makes two references to his 
death. 

Although somewhat obscurely. 

Luke 9.22 

‘He also told them,  

"The Son of Man must suffer much and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
teachers of the Law.  

He will be put to death,  

but three days later he will be raised to life."’ 

Not on the third day 

But three days later. 

(pause) 



In this passage in Luke Jesus sees his work as 
being that of casting out demons 

And of healing. 

We struggle with the casting out demons bit. 

But we can see that as stopping people from 
being in the control of the devil, 

Of the evil one. 

And directing them back to God. 

Helping them to properly know God again. 

Something that we can and should also be 
doing.                        

 (pause) 

On the second day he heals. 

Makes people whole once more. 

So that they are able to come and be in God’s 
presence and worship Him. 



On the third day he is finished. 

His work is at an end. 

God’s work was not finished until he’d worked 
for 6 days. 

On the seventh day he rested. 

Jesus work will be over on the third day. 

On the day he rises from death 

And goes back to be with His Father in heaven. 
(pause) 

Jesus knows he is on the way to His death. 

He is on His way to Jerusalem where he will 
die. 

“Yet I must be on my way today, tomorrow, and 
the next day;”  

He knows that He has to keep going. 

Keep going to Jerusalem and the cross. 



“it is not right for a prophet to be killed 
anywhere except in Jerusalem.” 

(pause) 

As Jesus goes about his daily work of healing 
and deliverance,  

he is also keenly aware of his destination.  

He knows he is headed to Jerusalem and to his 
death.  

While Herod  

(the same ruler who had John the Baptist 
beheaded) 

wants to kill Jesus,  

it is clear that Jesus is in charge of his own 
timetable.  

Today and tomorrow Jesus will continue his 
daily work,  



and Jesus is the one who will complete that 
work.  

It will be completed on the third day.  

The day he rises from the dead. 

(pause) 

Jesus’ work of healing  

and deliverance from demons,  

does not end with his crucifixion.  

No.  

It is made perfect and complete by his 
resurrection.  

On the third day.         
(pause) 

Although Jesus is aware that he is traveling 
towards Jerusalem  

a city with a hostile record towards prophets  



his work will not be undone by death.  

Rather, it will be completed by resurrection.  

(pause) 

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem!  

You kill the prophets,  

you stone the messengers God has sent you! 

Jesus talks of the killing of the prophets in 
several of his parables. 

But not in Luke’s gospel. 

This is not a new idea. 

(pause) 

Again the people hearing him talk would be 
shocked. 

Does Jesus think he is going to get killed if he 
goes up to Jerusalem? 



Why would he go there then?  

They don’t want to see him die and should be 
stopping him from going. 

They make some attempts to do so. 

But again it’s not in Luke’s gospel that we see 
these attempts being made. 

(pause) 

We then come to the image of the mother hen, 

Caring for and loving her chicks. 

‘How many times I wanted to put my arms 
around all your people,  

just as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings,  

but you would not let me!’ 

(pause) 
Turning to Jerusalem, 

at least in attention if not movement towards, 



Jesus cries out in prayer for a city that kills the 
prophets  

and stones those whom God sends.   

(pause) 

Then in an image that should arrest our 
attention,  

Jesus speaks of his love for the city,  

his desire to bring healing and safety to the 
city.   

“How many times I wanted to put my arms 
around all your people,  

just as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings,  

but you would not let me!”  

(pause) 

It’s important to note the feminine imagery of 
this passage.   



It offers us an opportunity to broaden our 
perspective on the nature of God,  

To broaden it beyond our traditional masculine 
imagery,  

Here God is pictured as a mother hen gathering 
her chicks,  

protecting them,  

caring for them.   
(pause) 

Jesus is expressing God’s desire to be the 
protector of the city,  

But the city is rejecting this protection. 

Rejecting what God has done for them, 

What God is offering to do for them. 

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the prophets,  
you stone the messengers God has sent you! 

(pause) 



Do we reject all that Jesus has to offer us? 

Do we reject the comfort and care that God is 
openly trying to give to us. 

Do we let God protect us with his loving arms, 

Do we let Him gather us up as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings? 

(pause) 
“And so your Temple will be abandoned.” 

Again indicating that God will turn away from 
the Jewish faith, 

His chosen people, 

As they have turned away from Him. 

Refused his help and care. 

Refused the deliverance that Jesus has 
brought. 

Refused the healing that Jesus has given. 
(pause) 



I assure you that you will not see me until the 
time comes when you say,  

"God bless him who comes in the name of the 
Lord.' " 

Is Jesus referring to his entry into Jerusalem on 
a donkey. 

When the crowds did shout blessings on him. 

Is he referring to his return a second time. 

As he will appear in the clouds as he left 

(pause) 

We are well on the way to Jerusalem with 
Jesus. 

We are well on his way to His death on a cross. 

It won’t be long now till Jesus enters Jerusalem 
on a donkey. 

Not long now till he is welcomed and then 
rejected by the crowds. 



Crucify Him! Crucify Him! 

And in this season of Lent we continue to 
meditate on what Jesus death means for each 
one of us. Amen. 

Let us pray 

God of ages and all people, we give thanks that 
we can always trust you, 

we can always rely on you, 

we can always count on you, 

and know that you are always on our side; 

(pause) 

even when we are not trustworthy,  

even when we are not reliable,  

even when you cannot count on us. 

You are still there protecting us with your 
comforting wings. 



We thank you and we praise you Father, 

 (pause) 

Jesus, sometimes we are scared and we feel 
alone.  

Help us to remember that you are always with 
us, 

That you love and protect us.  

(pause) 

O God, our strength and our guide, 

when the way ahead is unclear – grant us 
clarity. 

When the way ahead is costly – grant us 
courage. 

When the way ahead is lonely – grant us 
companionship. 

When the way ahead is dark – grant us hope. 



When the way ahead is painful – grant us 
comfort. 

When the way ahead is tiring – grant us energy. 

When the way ahead is risky – grant us daring. 

When the way ahead is your way –  
grant us joy, peace and steadfastness. 

For your glory, and in Jesus’ name, we pray.  

(pause) 

The way ahead for the people of Ukraine is so 
unclear 

The way ahead for the people of Russia is 
difficult to understand and pray for. 

Do we pray for the over throw of Putin 

His death even as some have called for 

Do we pray for the rising up of the people of 
Russia with all the risks that would come from 
that 



with the death of even more people that would 
result. 

(pause) 

We pray Father for the unity of the people of 
Ukraine 

and that the rest of the world would continue to 
stand behind them  

doing all that they can to care for and support 
those who have escaped from the country 

(pause) 

We pray that leaders in Russia would hold back 
from using chemical weapons or tactical 
nuclear weapons 

And that peace would soon return to that region 
of the world 

(pause) 

In Jesus name we pray, Amen


