
Welcome to the podcast today 

Thinking today in our service about being friends 
with God. 

About God being our friend. 

Let’s pray	

Father we thank you that you are our friend. 

We thank you that you love us so much that you 
sent your son to die for us. 

 (pause) 

Help us today to think about what it means for 
you to be our friend. 

How close you are to us. 

How close we can come to you. 

(pause) 

We thank you that like our friends at school, 



Like our friends that come visit us, 

That we have lunch with, 

You are also our friend. 

You are there for us. 

You walk with us. 

You care for us and love us just as our friends 
here on earth do. 

(pause) 

You made us your friends through Jesus. 

You became our friend because Jesus died for 
us. 

Help us to share our friendship with you with 
other people, 

That they might become your friends too. 

(pause) 

In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 



Reading  Romans 5.1-11 Now that we have been 
put right with God through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 He has 
brought us by faith into this experience of God's 
grace, in which we now live. And so we boast of the 
hope we have of sharing God's glory! 3 We also 
boast of our troubles, because we know that trouble 
produces endurance, 4 endurance brings God's 
approval, and his approval creates hope. 5 This 
hope does not disappoint us, for God has poured 
out his love into our hearts by means of the Holy 
Spirit, who is God's gift to us. 6 For when we were 
still helpless, Christ died for the wicked at the time 
that God chose. 7 It is a difficult thing for someone 
to die for a righteous person. It may even be that 
someone might dare to die for a good person. 8 But 
God has shown us how much he loves us - it was 
while we were still sinners that Christ died for us! 9 
By his blood we are now put right with God; how 
much more, then, will we be saved by him from 
God's anger! 10 We were God's enemies, but he 
made us his friends through the death of his Son. 
Now that we are God's friends, how much more will 
we be saved by Christ's life! 11 But that is not all; 
we rejoice because of what God has done through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has now made us God's 
friends. 



Sermon 

Reading Romans is hard work. 

Paul puts so much thought into each sentence. 

He wants to get his thoughts across clearly. 

And we can get so caught up in the intricate 
theology of it, 

All the nuances of language, 

That we miss the blindingly obvious. 

We don’t see what stands out clearly, 

The message he is trying to get across. 

(pause) 

And as I read this passage this week the verse 
that stuck out for me is this one, 

‘We	were	God's	enemies,	but	he	made	us	his	
friends	through	the	death	of	his	Son.’	



What stood out for me is the idea of being 
friends with God. 

The thought that filled my mind is God being my 
friend. 

(pause) 

It may be blindingly obvious but I don’t think I’ve 
really thought of this before. 

Or not given it much thought. 

Yes I’ve imagined Jesus being my friend. 

Or Jesus being like a friend. 

Listening to me, 

Caring for me, 

Being alongside me. 

But not God. 

God is big and all powerful. 



God is the creator and sustainer of the whole 
universe. 

God is at a distance, 

And needs to be kept at a distance. 

He’s not personally interested in me. 

But here Paul says that God is my friend. 

‘We	were	God's	enemies,	but	he	made	us	his	
friends	through	the	death	of	his	Son.’ 

(pause) 

It always feels safer to keep God at a distance. 

To put Jesus, 

The great High Priest between us and God. 

To make Jesus the focus of our worship, 

To make Jesus the focus of our thinking, 



But the focus in this passage is all ultimately on 
God. 

Rather than on Jesus. 

The focus for Paul is on God. 

God the Father we might say, 

And our relationship with Him. 

Not on Jesus. 
(pause) 

Everything that Jesus does is ultimately to bring 
us to God. 

Is to bring us into a right relationship with God. 

Is to put us right with God. 

To give us God’s peace, 

To let us experience God’s grace, 

To bring us to a point where God can pour his 
love into our hearts by means of His Holy Spirit. 



Mostly in our lives we focus on Jesus. 

God is to big and scary. 

That’s why we focus on the gospels. 

We focus on understanding what they have to 
say. 

We can relate to Jesus. 

He is a manageable size. 

God is so big. 

So powerful. 

But it is God that we pray to  

When we say our Father, 

We don’t say Brother Jesus, 

It is God that we direct our prayers too. 

(pause) 



And as we come in fellowship it is God that we 
come to worship. 

It is God’s presence that we come into. 

It is God, 

Whose friend we are, 

That we bow the knee before, 

And sing praises to. 

(pause) 

We get more of an understanding of God if we 
read the whole Bible. 

Not just the gospels. 

Not just the New Testament. 

But it’s easier for us to focus on Jesus. 

In a sense Jesus is coming between us and 
God. 



The focus on Jesus stops us from knowing God. 

And yes I know Jesus is God in our Trinitarian 
understanding of the Divine. 

But Jesus, 

The Holy Spirit 

And God the Father are also separate. 

And we need to hold them in balance. 

We can focus to much on one  

And lose sight of the others. 

(pause) 

Some Christians focus on the Holy Spirit 

Focus on the gifts of the Spirit, 

Or living the experience of the Spirit 

And by doing so lose sight of God the Father 
whom the Spirit is helping us to know. 



By focusing on the Spirit they lose sight of the 
fact that the Spirit has come to give us wisdom 
and understanding. 

To help us to know all that Jesus has taught us 

And live it in our lives. 

(pause) 

We were God’s enemies but now we are his 
friends. 

Need to keep that in our minds. 

And now 

‘rejoice because of what God has done through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has now made us 
God's friends.’ 

Rejoice that we are His friends. 

That we have been put right with Him.  

(pause) 



Most of what we read in the Old Testament is 
God’s attempt to stop humanity being His 
enemies. 

To bring humanity back into a right relationship 
with Him. 

To choose to follow and obey Him. 

Instead of rebelling and going their own way. 

And we know that it is ultimately through Jesus 
that He does that. 

We know that it is only through Jesus that this 
can be done. 

Through Christ dying for us. 

By	his	blood	we	are	now	put	right	with	God 

(pause) 

As we read the scriptures we see a loving Father  
trying to deal sensitively with his wayward 
children. 



From the tough love for Adam and Eve being put 
out of the garden of Eden. 

To the utter despair and hopelessness God must 
have felt when he destroyed all of humanity 
except a few in the Flood.  

(pause) 

We all know of families where the relationships 
between children and parents break down 
completely. 

Where dads, 

More often dads, 

Cut their children out of their lives completely. 

(pause) 

God tried that at times and it didn’t work. 

He tried all sorts of things – banishing His people 
from their land. 

Seemingly rejecting His chosen people and 
leaving them to suffer in exile. 



Keeping His distance. 

(pause) 

Ultimately He sent us Jesus, 

Finally He came Himself to bridge the gap. 

To bring us back to Him. 

To stop us from being His enemy, 

And instead make us His friend. 

‘he	made	us	his	friends	through	the	death	of	
his	Son’ 

(pause) 

Now	that	we	are	God's	friends,	how	much	
more	will	we	be	saved	by	Christ's	life! 

As I said all of this passage is about what Jesus 
has done to bring us closer to God. 

To make us God’s friends. 



We have been put right with God through faith. 

Through our faith in Jesus and what he 
accomplished for us by dying on a cross. 

Paul is saying that before Jesus came no-one 
could be close to God. 

Now that Jesus has lived, 

Died 

And rose again, 

We can come close to God. 

Because of Jesus we have entry to the presence 
of the King of kings. 

Because of Jesus we have peace with God. 

Because of of our faith in Jesus we experience 
God’s grace, 

We live in God’s grace.  

(pause) 



And now we are saved by Christ’s life. 

Jesus is not dead He’s alive. 

He rose again. 

And by his life, 

By us knowing the risen Jesus, we know God, 

And live the lives that God wants us to live. 

(pause) 

Jesus is with us always, 

The risen Jesus, the alive Jesus. 

He is with us and helps to lead us and guide us. 

He fills us with his strength so that we make 
good choices. 

So that we can face temptation  

And overcome the temptation. 



Choose the right way, choose God’s way. 

(pause) 

Now	that	we	are	God's	friends,	how	much	
more	will	we	be	saved	by	Christ's	life! 

We are God’s friends now. 

No longer enemies, 

No longer at a distance from God, 

Separated from Him. 

And we are saved by Christ’s life. 

We are helped to live in God’s presence, 

Helped to be holy and be able to stand in God’s 
presence. 

By Jesus life, through the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Prayer 



Let’s think about friends. 

Focus on one of your friends. 

How long have you known them. 

Where did you meet. 

How did you make friends.  

Pray for that friend now  
(long pause) 

Think about when you first became a friend of 
God. 

When you came to believe. 

When you came to know God as a friend. 
(long pause) 

What does it mean to you to be a friend of God. 

For God to be your friend. 

How is God included in your life as your friends 
are.                      (long pause) 



Father it is an amazing thought to us that we are 
your friend. 

That you love each one of us so much. 

That your Son died that we might be put right 
with you, 

That we might become your friend instead of 
your enemy. 

(pause) 

Father we rejoice because of what you have 
done for us through Jesus. 

We rejoice that we have been put right with you 
by our faith in Jesus. 

We rejoice that we are living at peace with you 
through Jesus. 

That we experience your grace in our lives. 

(pause) 

Pour your love into our hearts Father, 



Fill us with your Spirit that we might live our lives 
for you 

And share the good news of Jesus with the 
whole world. 

(pause) 

Father we live at peace with you but not 
everyone does. 

Many people still live as your enemies. 

Help us Father to get alongside them and share 
with them the love of Jesus, 

That they too might become your friends. 

(pause) 

Father we have peace in our lives through 
knowing you. 

Many people in the world are not living at peace. 

Have no chance of knowing your love, 

Knowing your grace and peace. 



Many countries of the world are actively 
discriminating against those who believe in 
Jesus. 

Making them fear for their lives and leave these 
countries. 

We pray Father for all those areas of the world 
not at peace. 

Those areas who are actively fighting you and 
the mission of your children to share the good 
news of Jesus. 

(long pause) 

Help us Father to work for peace. 

May our politicians and governments focus on 
ending wars not selling arms. 

(pause) 

We pray Father that each one of us would be 
sharing your love in the world. 

Helping our friends and neighbours become your 
friends. 



Helping them to come to know the gift of your 
Spirit 

And the overwhelming love that the Spirit pours 
into our hearts 

(pause) 

And may they know, as we know, that they are 
saved by Christ’s life. 

(pause) 

In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

This week think about what it means for you that 
God is your friend 

and think about which of your friends, 

who don’t yet know God, 

you’d like to see come into relationship with our 
loving heavenly Father.


