
Listening to the voice of God 

It’s hard to do that  

Hard to know if what we are listening to 

what we are hearing comes from God. 

(pause) 

Listening to the teaching of Jesus 

Sometimes Jesus says things that we find it hard 
to agree with. 

Sometimes he says hard things like turn the 
other cheek. 

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you. 

That we’ve to love him more than our families 

But we do need to listen to what he has to say. 

(pause) 



The people of Jesus home village listened to 
Jesus 

At first they liked what they heard 

As he spoke more they began to feel insulted by 
him 

and wanted to kill him 

We’ll be seeing how that all turned out in our 
podcast today as we look at the reading Luke 
4.21-30. 

Reading from the good news translation of the 
bible. 

(pause) 

Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down. All the people in the 
synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, 21 as he 
said to them, "This passage of scripture has 
come true today, as you heard it being read." 22 
They were all well impressed with him and 
marveled at the eloquent words that he spoke. 
They said, "Isn't he the son of Joseph?" 23 He 
said to them, "I am sure that you will quote this 



proverb to me, "Doctor, heal yourself.' You will 
also tell me to do here in my hometown the 
same things you heard were done in 
Capernaum. 24 I tell you this," Jesus added, 
"prophets are never welcomed in their 
hometown. 25 Listen to me: it is true that there 
were many widows in Israel during the time of 
Elijah, when there was no rain for three and a 
half years and a severe famine spread 
throughout the whole land. 26 Yet Elijah was not 
sent to anyone in Israel, but only to a widow 
living in Zarephath in the territory of Sidon. 27 
And there were many people suffering from a 
dreaded skin disease who lived in Israel during 
the time of the prophet Elisha; yet not one of 
them was healed, but only Naaman the Syrian." 
28 When the people in the synagogue heard 
this, they were filled with anger. 29 They rose up, 
dragged Jesus out of town, and took him to the 
top of the hill on which their town was built. They 
meant to throw him over the cliff, 30 but he 
walked through the middle of the crowd and 
went his way. 

Sermon 



At first things went well for Jesus when he taught 
in the synagogue of his home town, 

Nazareth 

‘They were all well impressed with him and 
marvelled at the eloquent words that he spoke.’ 
Luke 4.22 

Jesus was lucky,  

his home town did welcome him back to preach. 

But what happened here with Jesus 

Why did the people of his home town go from 
welcoming him with open arms 

To wanting to throw him of a cliff and kill him. 

Why did they go from saying proudly  

"Isn't he the son of Joseph?" 

To saying with anger and hatred in their voices –  
Who do you think you are 

(pause) 



Because of this new message that he starts to 
preach 

Because of this new prophecy that he is making. 

That’s what makes them angry. 

Jesus in these next verses is saying he’s not 
been sent to them. 

The people of his home town, 

The people of his home country. 

But to the people of Sidon, the people outside 
Israel. 

He’s not bringing the good news to them,  

the Jews 

But to those outside the faith. 

He has come to feed the widow of Sidon  

to give food to the hungry non-Jews. 



He has come to heal Namaan the Syrian, 

(pause) 

He has come to heal not the people of his home 
town,  

his home nation 

But those outside this nation,  

the gentiles. 

The equivalent would be if today Jesus stood up 
in the Jewish parliament,  

the Knesset  

and said 

God says Jerusalem is not the capital city for 
Jews anymore 

It should be handed over to the Palestinians. 

The state of Israel is no longer for the Jews, 



Gods favour now lies with the non-Jews, 

The hated enemies 

And so we should hand over all of Israel to the 
Palestinians. 

No two state solution for us. 

Just one state. 

Not a Jewish state 

A Palestinian one. 

If Jesus said that in the Knesset he would be 
ripped to pieces. 

He’d never make it out of Israel alive. 

Riots would follow. 

That’s the equivalent of what he is saying here. 

That’s why the people react so strongly. 

That’s why they want to kill him. (pause) 



As he read the passage they heard one 
message. 

As he said the words ‘This passage of scripture 
has come true today’ 

They heard the message the Messiah has come. 

But when Jesus sat down to preach that’s not 
what he said. 

(pause) 

When Jesus sat down to explain the passage to 
them he said the exact opposite of what they 
expected to hear. 

Yes he said the Messiah has come. 

Yes he said the Servant of God is here 

But he said the Messiah is not for you Jews but 
for the people of Sidon,  

the outsiders. 



He said the Messiah has come to save his 
people  

but his people are not God’s chosen race but 
those outside the chosen race. 

That’s what they couldn’t understand. 

That’s what they couldn’t accept. 

The new message 

That God’s salvation extends beyond God’s 
chosen people. 

Salvation is not restricted to the children of 
Abraham 

As all Jews believed 

But is for every child of Adam 

For those inside the Jewish faith and those 
outside it. 

Jesus has come to be the Saviour of the world. 



And they didn’t like that message at all. 

(pause) 

What would a similar message be for us in 
church today? 

What could I prophetically say that might raise 
as much anger as Jesus did in his home 
synagogue?            

(pause) 

Jesus sermon in Nazareth is a prophetic 
message. 

Jeremiah we read was called to be a prophet. 

He was called to go to the people that God 
sends him too. 

To tell them the message that God gives to him. 

You called me to be your minister here.  

Called me to bring God’s message to you. 



But what if you don’t like the message I have to 
give. 

What if you don’t like what I say God is calling us 
to do, 

How he is calling us to be the church here in the 
villages that make up our parish   

And in the wider Kelso area 

(pause) 

What if you don’t like the message I share about 
change 

About opening ourselves up to new people 

and new ways of doing and being the church 

Hopefully you won’t want to kill me 
but the message might make you very angry 

Might make you angry enough that you might 
say you will leave the church if these changes 
take place 



Or say that you don’t want me to be minister any 
longer if I say and do these things. 

(pause) 

Jesus message to his own people is a radical 
one 

Jesus message to his family, 

to the people he was brought up among  

is that ultimately he,  

the messiah,  

has come for those outside the Jewish faith. 

That the message he is bringing from God is for 
those who haven’t heard it all ready. 

Jesus is proclaiming that he is going to bring 
new people into the community of faith,  

New people to be the people of God. 



And that message is clear throughout his 
ministry. 

That message is clear in all he says and does. 

That message became reality as the new people 
of God were created after his resurrection. 

As the body of Christ came into being. 

(pause) 

Our good news is for those who haven’t heard it 
all ready. 

But how do we take the good news outside the 
confines of the church building  

How do we take the good news to those who 
don’t come to worship Sunday by Sunday. 

(pause) 

If we took this seriously we would all say that I, 

your minister, 



need to spend my time with those outside the 
church  

not with those all ready inside it. 
(pause) 

We would all say that I should be visiting the 
sick,  

the lonely,  

those in need 

But not among church members 

But among the people who live in our parish that 
don’t yet know God. 

The Good News is for those who haven’t heard it 
all ready. 

Our welcome in church has to be for those who 
have never been here before. 

They are the important ones. 

Not the old long established members. 



So if this church is to be welcoming to a new 
community, 

To outsiders, 

To those who are not part of the faith community 
all ready what should we do. 

How should we worship. 

(pause) 

The Christian church has built up a style and 
form of worship over hundreds of years. 

If we were starting the church now from scratch 
it wouldn’t look like this. 

If we were creating a form of worship now it 
wouldn’t be as we do it now. 

So if the church is to be for those who are non-
churched, 

If we are to take the good news to those who 
haven’t heard the message how do we do it. 

(pause) 



We wouldn’t do it with a woman or man standing 
at the front talking for 20 minutes. 

But that’s what we’re used to. 

That’s what we have come to like. 

But can someone not brought up in the church 
really come into our worship and understand it, 

Take part in it.  

Like it. 

Come close to God through it. 

Archbishop William Temple (1881-1944) said  

“The Church is the only society that 
exists for the benefit of those who are not its 
members.”  

Do we believe that?  

And if we do what does that mean for us now. 

(pause) 



Everything would need to change to make even 
one potential new member happy. 

To help them be comfortable in our fellowship. 

That’s really how radical Jesus was being. 

God’s people are not just you anymore he was 
saying. 

And they wanted to kill him for making that 
speech. 

(pause) 

If I said we weren’t going to sing hymns 
anymore, but we’ll listen to music instead 

No more sermons,  

maybe a discussion,  

a chance to talk together 

You wouldn’t want to kill me but you might want 
to run me out of town. 



You probably wouldn’t want to be part of a 
church like that. 

And that’s the really hard thing that all churches 
are facing. 

The tension between what the members want 

And what the non-members might like if they 
came along. 

The tension between being a familiar place for 
us to worship in 

And creating a style, a place that is accessible to 
those who have no experience of church up till 
now. 

Together we need to move forward and find this 
compromise,  

Find this way of being church that all can be 
happy with 

Or a new way of being church that those outside 
will want to come and join us in. 

(pause) 



But no-one will come unless they are invited. 

No-one will believe unless they hear the 
message. 

And certainly no-one is likely to come a second 
time unless they feel welcomed the first time. 

No-one is likely to come a second time if they 
can’t make some sense of what they’ve been 
too. 

If it doesn’t really relate to what they are used to. 

How do we do worship so that strangers who 
come in would feel comfortable and happy in 
what they are taking part in. 

(pause) 

God said to the prophet Jeremiah and says to all 
of us  

‘Listen I am giving you the words you must 
speak.’ 



Let us all be open to God 

As Jesus was 

As Jeremiah was throughout his life 

(change slide) 

“go to the people I send you to, and tell them 
everything I command you to say.   

Do not be afraid of them, for I will be with you to 
protect you.  

I, the Lord, have spoken!" Jeremiah 1.8   

Amen. 

Let us pray 

Father we thank you for this time of when we 
have been challenged by your word to us. 

Continue to speak to us as we end this podcast. 



Challenge us in our understanding of what it 
means for us to be your disciples. 

(pause) 

May we welcome Jesus into our hearts. 

As he welcomed all the outsiders into your 
house Father. 

Including them in ways that they had not been 
included before 

May we be willing and eager to share the love 
that you have for us with all those who feel 
unloved. 

Who at this time feel excluded. 

(pause) 

Father we find so many words of Jesus are a 
challenge. 

We want to agree with everything that he has to 
say but sometimes it’s hard. 

(pause) 



Do we really have to love our enemies? 

Do we really have to love the people who hurt 
and despise us? 

Do we really have to care for them? 

(pause) 

Father do we really have to turn the other cheek 
and not fight back. 

To go the extra mile. 

To give away all that we don’t really need? 

(pause) 

Do we really have to love Jesus more than we 
love our partners, 

Our mothers and fathers, 

Our brothers and sisters? 

(pause) 



Father we want to bring the good news to those 
who have never heard it. 

We want to be an inclusive community,  

to welcome those in who have never been part 
of a Christian fellowship before. 

We know that means we have to change Father 
and that’s what we find hard. 

We don’t like to change.  

We like things just the way they are. 

We’re comfortable with things as they are. 

(pause) 

Help us to see Father how you want us to 
change. 

Help us to be open to change Father.  

To be willing to change if that’s what’s needed to 
help others come to believe in you and follow 
you.                         (pause) 



God of love, help us to speak your word,  

to spread your love, 

May our words be kind, our actions brave,  

and may we know the love of God in our hearts, 
today and always. Amen 


