
The Wise Men - The wise men found their way to Bethlehem. 
We need not think that the star literally moved like a guide 
across the sky. There is poetry here, and we must not turn lovely 
poetry into crude and lifeless prose. But over Bethlehem the star 
was shining. Later legends have been busy with the wise men. 
In the early days eastern tradition said that there were twelve of 
them. But now the tradition that there were three is almost 
universal. The New Testament does not say that there were 
three, but the idea that there were three no doubt arose from the 
threefold gift which they brought. From very early times people 
have seen a peculiar fitness in the gifts the wise men brought. 
They have seen in each gift something which specially matched 
some characteristic of Jesus and his work. (i) Gold is the gift for 
a king. Seneca tells us that in Parthia it was the custom that no 
one could ever approach the king without a gift. And gold, the 
king of metals, is the fit gift for a king. So then Jesus was "the 
Man born to be King." But he was to reign, not by force, but by 
love; and he was to rule over people's hearts, not from a throne, 
but from a Cross. We do well to remember that Jesus Christ is 
King. We can never meet Jesus as an equal. We must always 
meet him on terms of complete submission. Before we must be 
friends with Christ, we must submit to Christ. (ii) Frankincense is 
the gift for a priest. It was in the Temple worship and at the 
Temple sacrifices that the sweet perfume of frankincense was 
used. The function of a priest is to open the way to God for all. 
The Latin word for priest is pontifex, which means a bridge-
builder. The priest is the one who builds a bridge between 
people and God. That is what Jesus did. He opened the way to 
God; he made it possible for people to enter into the very 
presence of God. (iii) Myrrh is the gift for one who is to die. 
Myrrh was used to embalm the bodies of the dead. Jesus came 
into the world to die. Jesus came into the world to live for all, 
and, in the end, to die for all. Gold for a king, frankincense for a 
priest, myrrh for one who was to die - these were the gifts of the 
wise men, and, even at the cradle of Christ, they foretold that he 
was to be the true King, the perfect High Priest, and in the end 
the supreme Saviour of people. 
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Where will the Messiah be born?" "In the town of 
Bethlehem in Judea," they answered. "For this is what the 
prophet wrote: "Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you are by 
no means the least of the leading cities of Judah; for from 
you will come a leader who will guide my people Israel.' " 
Matthew 2.4-6 
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Welcome  

774 Jesus name above all names (x3) 

Jesus, name above all names, 
beautiful Saviour, glorious Lord ;  
Emmanuel, God is with us, 
blessèd Redeemer, living Word. 

Prayer 

Reading – Matthew 2.1-12 - Jesus was born in the town of 
Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was king. 
Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the 
East to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the baby born to be 
the king of the Jews? We saw his star when it came up in the 
east, and we have come to worship him." 3 When King Herod 
heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else 
in Jerusalem. 4 He called together all the chief priests and the 
teachers of the Law and asked them, "Where will the Messiah 
be born?" 5 "In the town of Bethlehem in Judea," they answered. 
"For this is what the prophet wrote: 6 "Bethlehem in the land of 
Judah, you are by no means the least of the leading cities of 
Judah; for from you will come a leader who will guide my people 
Israel.' " 7 So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret 
meeting and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared.  8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these 
instructions: "Go and make a careful search for the child; and 
when you find him, let me know, so that I too may go and 
worship him." 9 And so they left, and on their way they saw the 
same star they had seen in the East. When they saw it, how 
happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 11 They went 
into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, they knelt down and worshipped him. They brought out 
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them 
to him. 12 Then they returned to their country by another road, 
since God had warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod.  

Time of reflection 

The Journey of the Magi by T S Eliot 

All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again,  
but set down this  
set down this:  
were we led all that way for Birth or Death?  
There was a Birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt.  
I have seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different;  
this Birth was hard and bitter agony for us,  
like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 

Prayer 

Benediction 

392   When I survey the wondrous cross 

To think about - In Jesus birth were signs of his death. Reflect 
more on the gifts that the Wise Men gave him. 

Read the Christmas story while thinking about his death on a 
cross. 

Next month  
Then Jesus called the crowd and his 
disciples to him. "If any of you want to 
come with me," he told them, "you must 
forget yourself, carry your cross, and 
follow me.’ Mark 8.34


