
Welcome - Going Home 

We gather today, expecting to meet with God.  
Holy Spirit, come. 
We might hear God’s voice in thunder and 
majesty.  
Holy Spirit, come. 
We might see God’s power in flames of fire.  
Holy Spirit, come. 
We might see God’s presence in visions and 
signs.  
Holy Spirit, come. 
We might see a glimpse of God’s glory. 
Holy Spirit, come.  
Come among us today. Amen. 

470  Jesus shall reign     
   
Luke 4.15-21 - Then Jesus returned to Galilee, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit was with him. The 
news about him spread throughout all that 
territory. He taught in the synagogues and was 
praised by everyone. Then Jesus went to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 
the Sabbath he went as usual to the synagogue. 
He stood up to read the Scriptures and was 
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is 
written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has chosen me to bring good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 
free the oppressed and announce that the time 
has come when the Lord will save his people." 
Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down. All the people in the 
synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, as he 
said to them, "This passage of scripture has come 
true today, as you heard it being read.” 

Prayer plus the Lord’s prayer 

360  Jesus Christ is waiting 
  
Monologue – a journalist recounting Jesus 
visit to the Synagogue 

I never realised until last Saturday just how 
powerful a few words can be. It's funny that, 
because I'm a journalist by profession. I make my 
living by the pen, you might say - only these days 
I usually record what people say and then type up 
the story on my computer. 

But to get back to Saturday. Now that was 
something else. It started out like any other day 
on the paper. My editor said "Get down to 
Nazareth sharpish. I hear that preacher bloke, 
Jesus something-or-other, is going to be there. At 
the very least there's a 'local boy makes good' 
story in it. But you never know what might 
happen, because I hear he's developing a bit of a 
reputation for stirring it." 

So off I went, not imagining for one moment it 
would turn out like it did. When I tracked him 
down, Jesus was in the synagogue. There was 
quite a crowd; word must have got around that 
something might happen. The service went quite 
normally at first - in fact I was beginning to nod 
off...  

Synagogues, WI meetings, local council 
meetings... that's my bread-and-butter, but much 
of the time they bore the socks off you... 

Anyway, it came to that bit where somebody has 
to come out and read from the Scripture. 
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Suddenly it was like the congregation had been 
connected to the mains. Jesus stood up and there 
was a fantastic buzz in the air. He marches to the 
front and they hand him the Book of Isaiah. Then 
he starts to read... 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me," he said. You 
could say that again. You could see the fire in 
him. There was such power in his voice and in 
how he spoke those words. "He has sent me to 
bring good news to the poor. To release the 
captives; to bring recovery of sight to the blind; 
and to let the oppressed go free." 

He paused for a moment and all you could hear 
was the sound of jaws dropping. Every eye in the 
place was staring at him. Then he looked up from 
the book and his gaze went through you like an 
arrow, straight to your heart. "And at this very 
moment, right here and now," he says, "this 
prophecy has been fulfilled." 

There was a gasp - a really sharp intake of 
breath. Some folk were obviously shocked to the 
core. Others were almost hugging themselves 
with delight. And that's when I knew I'd got my 
story. 'Man or Messiah?' That was the headline. 
Right across the front page!  

I've listened to that tape of what he said over and 
over, and it still gets me going. Politicians, pop 
stars, even the odd royal - I've covered some 
speeches in my time - but it wasn't until I heard 
Jesus of Nazareth that I knew the real power of 
words.  

And which is he - man or messiah? You 
decide for yourself. I'm just telling you what 
happened. 

259 Beauty for brokeness 

Sermon 

694 Brother, sister, let me serve you 
   
Offering prayer (please remain standing)  

Intimations - No teas and coffees after the service. 

Service next Sunday in Stichill Church at 10.30am 

Remember to do a lateral flow test before coming to church 
or meeting with others 

Check out daily reflections for further study of the weekly 
lectionary readings -  
https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/daily-
reflections/    

Prayers of response 

130 Ye servants of God    
  
Benediction  

The law of the Lord revives us;  
the joy of the Lord is our strength. 
May the Spirit of God anoint us for service to the 
poor and the oppressed. 
May we proclaim God’s blessing in Jesus’ name. 

Luke 4.15-21 - Jesus has embarked on his 
ministry in Galilee, but returns home to Nazareth, 
where he attends the synagogue on the sabbath 
and reads from the scroll of the Scriptures. This 
was not unusual; during public worship, the 
synagogue leader and up to six men would stand 
and read the Scriptures to the congregation. Once 
the Scripture had been read, they would sit down 
to preach or teach (v.20). This allowed Scripture 
to be heard and interpreted within a community. 
What is remarkable here is that Jesus reads a 
passage that everyone knows refers to the 
coming of the Messiah, and claims that the words 
are about him (v.21). Although ‘the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him’ (v.17), Jesus 
probably chose which bits to read. With words 
taken from different sections of Isaiah (61.1-2; 
58.6; 42.7), he sets the agenda for his ministry. 
He declares that he has come to address not only 
interior spiritual problems, but also bigger issues 
of justice. Jesus’ desire to ‘bring good news to the 
poor’ and ‘let the oppressed go free’ has echoes 
of the Magnificat (Luke 1.52-53). By challenging 
existing power structures and current economic 
principles, his message has radical political and 
social implications. It is a message for 
communities, as well as individuals, and remains 
strikingly relevant today. 

Go with God 24/7 - putting your faith into action 

Do one new thing to support your community or 
someone in your community in the coming week. 

The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, 
because he has 
chosen me to 
bring good news 
to the poor. He 
has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed’  
Luke 4.18
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