
Bible notes -1 Corinthians 2.1-12,(13-16)
Writing from Ephesus across the Aegean Sea, Paul recollects his first 
visit to Corinth five or six years before. The Christians in Corinth were a 
small, established community before the dissensions that came later. 
Paul says that he came to them with fear and trembling; perhaps he 
feared a similar negative response to the one he had had previously in 
Athens (Acts 17.16–18.1). Paul also uses the expression about fear 
and trembling in Philippians 2.12, a passage about how we should 
approach our salvation; so maybe Paul was nervous of his 
responsibility for eliciting a positive response to his preaching about 
salvation through the crucified and risen Jesus.
Paul says that his speech was not with plausible words of wisdom, yet 
this is a man who had argued – though not successfully – with 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers in the public square in Athens. Here 
he is perhaps distinguishing himself from Apollos, a Christian convert 
who had mightily impressed the Corinthians. So, if not with plausible 
words of wisdom, then what? With a demonstration of the Spirit and the 
power of God. This points to a practical demonstration of God’s power 
through healings, miracles and spiritual gifts.
Yet he also speaks of wisdom, but not the wisdom of this world – which 
he had encountered in Athens. Judaism already had a history of 
producing wisdom literature. Jewish wisdom is less abstract than Greek 
philosophy and is more about how to behave. As in the previous 
chapter, Paul contrasts God’s wisdom with earthly wisdom. God’s 
wisdom was established from the beginning but has been kept secret 
until now ‘for our glory’. He refers to Isaiah: no one has seen, no one 
has heard, no one has conceived what God has prepared for those who 
love him (Isaiah 64.4). His argument then appeals to spiritual 
experience. How do we know God’s wisdom? Through God’s Spirit, 
though we must be spiritual people ourselves to understand it. It is 
through the Spirit that Paul spoke and now writes to them, and through 
the Spirit that those in Corinth understand God’s wisdom and 
appreciate the gifts that the Spirit brings.

Isaiah 58.1-9a,(9b-12); Psalm 112.1-9; Matthew 5.13-20

The links between the readings - In Isaiah, God wants not hollow piety, but 
care for the hungry, the homeless and the unclothed. In the Gospel reading, 
our good works must shine light on the world. Paul emphasises that we must 
be spiritual people to understand what God’s Spirit says to us.
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Welcome and intimations 

Call to worship 

Let us seek the Lord God,  
that he may teach us to manage our days 
and apply our hearts to wisdom. 
Let us seek Christ Jesus, 
that he may teach us to follow his ways  
and open our hearts to wisdom. 
Let us seek the Holy Spirit, 
that he may teach us at every stage  
to rejoice in our hearts at God’s wisdom. Amen 

619 and 620  Spirit of the living God    

Prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer 
   
1 Corinthians 2.1-16 - When I came to you, my friends, to preach God's secret 
truth, I did not use big words and great learning. 2 For while I was with you, I 
made up my mind to forget everything except Jesus Christ and especially his 
death on the cross. 3 So when I came to you, I was weak and trembled all over 
with fear, 4 and my teaching and message were not delivered with skilful 
words of human wisdom, but with convincing proof of the power of God's 
Spirit. 5 Your faith, then, does not rest on human wisdom but on God's power. 
6 Yet I do proclaim a message of wisdom to those who are spiritually mature. 
But it is not the wisdom that belongs to this world or to the powers that rule 
this world - powers that are losing their power. 7 The wisdom I proclaim is 
God's secret wisdom, which is hidden from human beings, but which he had 
already chosen for our glory even before the world was made. 8 None of the 
rulers of this world knew this wisdom. If they had known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as the scripture says, "What no 
one ever saw or heard, what no one ever thought could happen, is the very 
thing God prepared for those who love him." 10 But it was to us that God 
made known his secret by means of his Spirit. The Spirit searches everything, 
even the hidden depths of God's purposes. 11 It is only our own spirit within us 
that knows all about us; in the same way, only God's Spirit knows all about 
God. 12 We have not received this world's spirit; instead, we have received the 
Spirit sent by God, so that we may know all that God has given us. 13 So then, 
we do not speak in words taught by human wisdom, but in words taught by the 

Spirit, as we explain spiritual truths to those who have the Spirit. 14 Whoever 
does not have the Spirit cannot receive the gifts that come from God's Spirit. 
Such a person really does not understand them, and they seem to be nonsense, 
because their value can be judged only on a spiritual basis. 15 Whoever has the 
Spirit, however, is able to judge the value of everything, but no one is able to 
judge him. 16 As the scripture says, "Who knows the mind of the Lord? Who 
is able to give him advice?" We, however, have the mind of Christ. 

596   Breathe on me, Breath of God    
   
Sermon 

713   Come all who look to God today    

Offering and prayer, then prayers of response 

396   And can it be    

Benediction 
May you perceive God’s presence in your life. 
May you receive God’s blessing in your life. 
And may the power, the joy and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit 
surround, strengthen and guide you, each and every day. Amen 

Intimations - Tea/Coffee and biscuits in the extension after the service. 

Roxburgh Fellowship this Wed at 2.30pm in Roxburgh church. All welcome. 

Articles for the next issue of the magazine should be emailed to Sophia as 
soon as possible.  

Forthcoming Services in Kelso Country Churches -  
February 23rd in Stichill led by Stephen 
March 1st in Makerstoun led by Stephen. (This will be a communion service) 
March 8th in Stichill led by Stephen 
March 15th in Makerstoun led by Jim Smith 

Bible readings for the week 
Monday: Psalm 119:9-16; Exodus 20:1-21; James 1:2-8 
Tuesday: Psalm 119:9-16; Deuteronomy 23:21-24:4, 10-15; James 2:1-13 
Wednesday: Psalm 119:9-16; Proverbs 2:1-15; Matthew 19:1-12 
Thursday: Psalm 2; Exodus 6:2-9; Hebrews 8:1-7 
Friday: Psalm 2; Exodus 19:9b-25; Hebrews 11:23-28 
Saturday: Psalm 2; 1 Kings 21:20-29; Mark 9:9-13
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