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(click on the blue writing that is underlined to be taken to the bible passages or further reading) 

Monday July 4th - Luke 10.1-11,16-20 

This is Luke’s second account of Jesus’ sending out disciples to extend his ministry of teaching and 
healing. The first, in 9.1-6, is paralleled in Matthew and Mark and involves only the 12 disciples. Here 
70 (some Gospel manuscripts have 72) symbolise the later boundary-breaking mission to the Gentile 
world (according to Genesis 10 there are 70 Gentile nations – 72 in the Greek Bible), hinted at in 
Jesus’ command to ‘eat what is set before you’ (v.8; cf Acts 10.1ff, 11.12).  

The 70 anticipate the coming of Jesus (v.1). Their vulnerability, like lambs among wolves, means they 
must rely on receiving as well as giving God’s blessing, hence the importance of prayer and 
hospitality. They are to travel light, with a sense of urgency (v.4). They are armed only with the 
message of ‘Peace to this house’ (v.5), a traditional greeting, rich in its assurance of God’s victory and 
restoration. Like Jesus, they are both welcomed and rejected, and bring both healing and division. 
Where they are welcomed, they can do the work of God’s kingdom. Where they are rejected, such is 
the urgency of their mission they cannot afford to waste time and energy (vv.8-12). Yet nothing is 
wasted. Jesus’ emissaries are assured that, however it is received, the kingdom of God draws near in 
their work. 

The colourful language of Jesus’ revelatory vision in verse 18 endorses the disciples’ participation in 
Jesus’ struggle against the powers of evil. But he warns them not to allow success to go to their heads 
(v.20). What they have achieved is God’s gift and their privilege. While it is right to be full of joy at 
God’s work of deliverance, humility will protect them from becoming deluded about their own status 
and importance. 

In all we do, 
in all we give and in all we receive, 

we thank you, God, for your blessings. 
Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwJKTdOJQ60&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-
xqX8pbPC-3&index=3 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Tuesday July 5th - Isaiah 66.10-14 

The prophet addresses exiles who have returned to Jerusalem from Babylon after the Persian 
emperor Cyrus decreed their release and allowed them to return to re-build their Temple (see Isaiah 
45.1-3; Cyrus ruled from 539-530 BC), only to find their beloved city in ruins. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/90638/20-feb-7-sunday-after-epiphany.pdf
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/passage/?q=luke+10:1-11;luke+10:16-20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwJKTdOJQ60&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwJKTdOJQ60&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=3
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-14-3/commentary-on-luke-101-11-16-20-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+66:10-14


Peace is about to return to the house of God as prosperity flows into their nation. The prophet uses 
female images for God and Jerusalem, who provide the motherly comfort that transforms despair into 
delight. Like newborn children, the released exiles will once more find comfort and joy as they are 
blessed by Jerusalem’s ‘glorious bosom’ (v.11) and share the comfort they receive by nursing one 
another (v.11). 

Blessed be you, Lord God, for your forgiveness. 
Blessed be you, Lord God, for your guidance. 

Blessed be you, Lord God, for your acceptance of us. 
Blessed be you, Lord God, 

that we can know our sins, our failings, are forgiven. 
Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJX5FrhlhKo&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-
xqX8pbPC-3&index=6 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Wednesday July 6th - Galatians 6.7-16 

Paul draws on a popular proverb to introduce the image of sowing and reaping. The harvests of ‘flesh’ 
and ‘Spirit’ (v.8) are in stark contrast. The way of ‘flesh’, embodied in self-centred Galatian culture, can 
only yield ‘corruption’, whereas ‘eternal life’ grows from the Christ-centredness that flows from the 
Spirit. In verse 9, Paul leaves room for the process of growth that lies between sowing and reaping. 
Like any harvest, the fruit of the Spirit takes time to develop, and requires ‘doing what is right…
[working] for the good of all’ (vv.9-10) by giving and receiving God’s blessing in the household of faith 
(NRSV translates ‘household’ as ‘family’, which misses something of the diversity and inclusiveness 
found in the basic unit of Greco-Roman society). The Spirit brings ‘peace’ to this household (5.22) by 
refusing to allow racial differences (symbolised by male circumcision here) to be divisive. In God’s new 
creation, Jews and Gentiles, male and female, slaves and free are gifts to each other in the Israel of 
God (v.16), to be received as signs of God’s blessing. 

Loving God, we are sorry for when we have not listened to you, 
when we have rejected your blessings 

or not recognised them as yours. 
Please grant us peace and forgive us. 

Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUSbgFc_WXw&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-
xqX8pbPC-3&index=7 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Thursday July 7th - Psalm 66.1-9 

The psalmist expresses the joy found elsewhere in this week’s readings (Isaiah 66.14; Luke 10.17,20). 
The response is not merely to good fortune, but to the actions of the God of all the earth, whose 
victorious power has defeated the waters of both ‘sea’ and ‘river’ (v.6). The psalmist has the crossing 
of the Red Sea and the river Jordan in mind. These are examples of God’s victory over the primeval 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJX5FrhlhKo&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJX5FrhlhKo&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=6
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-14-3/commentary-on-isaiah-6610-14-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/galatians/passage/?q=galatians+6:7-16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUSbgFc_WXw&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUSbgFc_WXw&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=7
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-14-3/commentary-on-galatians-61-6-7-16
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+66:1-9


forces of chaos, reflected in the Genesis stories of creation and flood; God of all the earth declares 
peace to the household of creation, and invites the nations to receive and share his blessing. 

Creator God, you are my all, 
you created and crafted me. 

God of the journey, 
you are my journey, my aim, my purpose, my goal. 

God of peace, you give me peace,  
and you call me to be one in you with my brothers and sisters in Christ 

Unite me with my brothers and sisters Father 
That we may serve you and build your Kingdom together 

Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9uXCAQoztM 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Friday July 8th - Reflect on the past week’s readings. 

What have you learned?  

Where have you clearly heard the Holy Spirit speaking to you?  

What are you going to change in your life going ahead? 

God of blessing and abundance, God of peace and love, 
you have offered and given us so much, 

you have revealed so much to us, 
you have guided and guarded us on our life’s journey, 

and yet…I am so often ungrateful. 
So often I ignore what has been given. 

So often I have failed to see all that you show me. 
So often I have not sought peace with those around me. 

So often I have not shared with others your word of love and peace. 
Forgive me, O God, that your blessings have been squandered by me, 

ignored by me, misused by me, abused by me. 
Forgive me, O God, and in the silence of this moment, 

accept my confession. 
Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzP6Mx3CiMM&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-
xqX8pbPC-3&index=14 

Saturday July 9th - thought for the week and Sunday’s readings can be found at https://
www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/thought-for-the-week/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9uXCAQoztM
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-14-3/commentary-on-psalm-661-9-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzP6Mx3CiMM&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzP6Mx3CiMM&list=PLdlokAj6uJupNoOOobPPM6-xqX8pbPC-3&index=14
https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/thought-for-the-week/
https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/thought-for-the-week/

