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(click on the blue writing that is underlined to be taken to the bible passages or further reading) 

Monday 24th Jan - Luke 4.14-21 

The scene we witness today has sometimes been called Jesus’ ‘mission statement’ or ‘manifesto’. 
Using lines from Isaiah that place the poor and the oppressed front and centre, Jesus declares to the 
people of his home village, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’ (v.21). It is a truly bravura 
moment. Imagine reading such a bold piece of Scripture in your home church, among people who 
have known you since you were a child, and saying, ‘Well, folks, today, the promise contained in these 
words has come to its fulfilment.’ It would almost certainly cause some strong reactions, from disbelief, 
surprise, through to shock and, perhaps, mockery.  

Two things leap out of this ‘starting point’ for Jesus’ adult ministry. Firstly, Jesus’ imaginative vision. 
This is more than bravery or even a bit of chutzpah. This is the prophetic boldness to discern in that 
moment in his home synagogue that God’s reign is to be declared. For the fact is that, for many in the 
Roman client state of Galilee of Jesus’ time, it would have been challenging to picture God’s 
abundance coming to set his oppressed people free. The second thing is related: Jesus’ declaration of 
purpose was a call to his hearers to join a new community. Just as Isaiah, of old, had been speaking to 
people in need of new hope and promise, so was Jesus. The work of God’s kingdom was not simply 
about the Messiah, it is an invitation to all to stand together and get involved. 

God, you call us to be the body of Christ, 
Side by side, hand in hand, help us to stand together, 
to stand with our neighbours, 
to break free from all that holds us back 
from making the world as you want it to be. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQaOErUUjm8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/luke/passage/?q=luke+4:14-21


For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Tuesday 25th Jan - Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 

Human beings are resilient and capable of handling incredible levels of stress, crisis and upheaval. 
It is not without its challenges and costs, however. If you’ve seen images or films of destroyed cities 
from the Second World War or more recent conflicts, it is hard to imagine how people ever found the 
energy and strength to rebuild. Yet, more often than not, the will is found to build back up from the 
ruins. Nonetheless, the cost to life and well-being is almost unimaginable. 

The need to rebuild from ruins is precisely the challenge faced by Nehemiah and Ezra. The Exile in 
Babylon is over, but Jerusalem, and the Temple in particular, has been ruined. The very centre of the 
people’s worship is in a mess. The people face a decision: to rebuild or live in the ruins. In today’s 
reading, however, we witness how the Word of God forms the solid basis for the renewal of the life of 
worship. Though the Temple is rebuilt – a symbol and sign of God’s reign – it is the Law of God that 
sets people free to serve. 

As you spend a little time in prayer now reflect on what needs rebuilt in our church and where God is 
calling us to build anew. 

Dear God, we thank you for the mission and ministry of Jesus, for the challenge he offers, the 
peace with which he fills us and his love which inspires us. We pray that we may find imaginative 
ways to share his love and to proclaim his good news. Bless the church throughout the world. 
Enable the stronger to support the more vulnerable that Jesus name may be known and honoured 
in every place. May your kingdom come through our prayers, actions and words. Amen 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen)  

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-3/commentary-on-luke-414-21-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/nehemiah/passage/?q=nehemiah+8:1-10
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-3/commentary-on-nehemiah-81-3-5-6-8-10-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcG9HApTC_Q


Wednesday 26th Jan - 1 Corinthians 12.12-31 

Whatever else Paul might be, he is a creative genius. He supplies the Church with some of its key 
ways of self-understanding. His image of the Church as a body is beautiful, challenging and fresh. His 
first letter to the Corinthians is addressed to a community that is in danger of tearing itself apart. The 
image of church as body invites that community, and us, into an organic and relational picture of life 
together. A body cannot function if each part of it doesn’t work together; nor is there any part of the 
body that doesn’t have its place in the functioning whole. 
Paul doesn’t stop there. He challenges his readers to embrace the idea that those parts of the body 
that seem weaker or less honourable should be seen as indispensable or given greater respect. It is a 
reminder not only that all parts of the Body of Christ have their place together and stand and fall 
together, but that God’s reality turns our worldly ideas upside down. 

Pray that in our church everyone will play their part so the whole church functions healthily, as 
Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30.  

Lord, we confess that we tend to see our calling as individual. 
‘What would you have me do?’ we ask. ‘Where might I be best 
used?’ And, of course, that is part of our calling, for you see us 
as individuals. 
We are also called to stand alongside one another in our 
service, and we sometimes forget this. 
But you, Father, always see the bigger picture. 
Forgive us for being so caught up in our own spheres that we 
fail to see the need to stand with our brothers and sisters, to 
serve together in the advancement of your kingdom. Amen. 
 
(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/1-corinthians/passage/?q=1+corinthians+12:12-31
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WJL5Ccw3b8


For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Thursday 27th Jan - Psalm 19 

When we think of the ‘law’, certain images and ideas are likely to come to mind. We may think about 
following rules or setting limits. We probably will not get excited about it. Those of us who are free 
spirits may find the law a little bit frustrating or boring. Yet in this psalm, we hear that the ordinances or 
rules of God are ‘sweeter than honey’ (v.10). They are presented as the cause for delight. If societal 
rules can be frustrating, God’s Law is a gift. Why? Because they are not about limiting our freedom, 
but setting us free to be more fully ourselves. When we love God with our whole selves and our 
neighbour as ourself, we shall know the joy of the Lord. 

Reflect on the laws of the Lord. Are they right as verse 8 says and do they make you happy? 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 
 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Friday 28th Jan - Reflect on the past week’s readings. 

What have you learned?  

Where have you clearly heard the Holy Spirit speaking to you?  

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-3/commentary-on-1-corinthians-1212-31a-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/psalms/19.html
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-3/commentary-on-psalm-19-10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZWGGbYdQ-A


What are you going to change in your life going ahead? 

We praise you for the freedom we take for granted, Lord – 
the freedom to serve you every day of our lives, 
openly and seldom challenged. 
We give so little thought to this freedom 
that we sometimes fail to exercise it. 
So, we thank you, Lord, 
for every opportunity that comes our way 
to be your hands, your eyes, your heart in this world; 
to do your will, to see things as you do, to share your love. 
We praise you that in serving, we stand alongside 
our sisters and brothers in Christ, in a ministry stretching down 
the generations from Jesus himself. 
All thanks and praise be to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

(click on the image below to listen to the song - if double click opens in whole screen) 

Saturday 29th Jan - thought for the week and Sunday’s readings can be found at https://
www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/preparing-for-sunday/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kVHKuldZyw
https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/preparing-for-sunday/
https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/preparing-for-sunday/

