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 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ May/June, 2022 
Dear Friends  
 

Summer time is nearly with 

us. And I‘m sure we all hope 

it will be warm and sunny. I 

associate summer with 

holidays and time away with 

the family. Off to caravan parks in Galloway when my children 

were younger and then to the island of Colonsay when they were a 

bit older. 
 

 Families are important to most of us. The time we spend with our 

families has a big influence on us and a big impact on the whole of 

our lives. And the last two years of separation have been hard. Not 

as hard as it was for Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe separated for 6 

years from her daughter and husband. Or for the families of all 

those in Ukraine separated because of this dreadful war. 
 

 The church is a family, brothers and sisters of Jesus our Lord and 

Saviour. Our faith is shared through our families. We tell our 

children of our faith and hope and pray that they will tell their 

children. All are welcome to join in the family of God, however 

young or old. All are welcome to worship with us. We hope that 

you will want to become part of the family of God and that when 

you do come through the doors of our churches online or in-person 

that you will feel welcome in the family. 
 

 I do hope that you will enjoy good family time together this 

summer and will be able to give thanks for the support and love of 

family and friends that has helped us all get through these last two 

years. That helped Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe get through those 6 
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long difficult years and that is helping all those Ukrainian refugees 

as they are welcomed into the homes of all those who have offered 

to house refugees. It’s been good to see pictures of children being 

welcomed into schools by their new classmates and of families 

welcoming strangers into their homes. 

 Let us all do what we can to be welcoming to strangers and 

support and encourage one another in the trials and tribulations of 

daily life. 
 

Yours,     Stephen 

 

 

Parish News and Updates 
Help for Ukraine:  A retiring offering was taken in both our 

churches during April for the Blythswood Ukranian Appeal. 

A total of £360 was raised for that charity.  The Ukrainian people are 

experiencing untold hardship and suffering due to this war which was 

thrust upon them, and they need more than our good  wishes and 

prayers.  They need our practical help too. 
 

Note from the editor: There are a few people in our congregations 

who have had health issues or injuries recently.   

David Wilkie became unwell during a service and was taken to A & 

E where he was eventually given the all-clear.  Kathy and David 

would like to thank those present that day who got him the help he 

needed. 

Stuart Shaw, retired elder from Smailholm, spent a few days in 

hospital after an accident while he was mowing his grass.  He is now 

home and trying to regain his strength. 

Isabel Amos had a fall in her home and suffered some bruising and 

she and George are having to take life very cannily in the meantime 

but are always most welcoming and interested in all that is going on 

in KCC. 

Jim Wilson, retired elder from Makerstoun, has moved to a Care 

Home where he is settling in well. 

 

Our good wishes go out to them all. 
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Preaching Plan for May/June 
 

May 

  “  1st   Makerstoun                                10.30am 
 

  “  8th   Stichill                                        10.30am 
 

  “ 15th  Makerstoun                                 10.30am 
   

  “ 22nd     Stichill                                     10.30am 
 

  “ 29th   Makerstoun                                10.30am 
                 (Stated Annual Meeting at close of service) 

June 

    5th      KCT Service in Kelso Square       11am 
 

  12th       Stichill                                         10.30am 
 

  19th       Makerstoun                                 10.30am 
 

   26th      Stichill                                          10.30am 

 

 

 

Platinum Jubilee Joint Service 
Kelso Churches Together are holding a joint service on 

Sunday, 5th June in The Square, Kelso at 11am.  This is to 

celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s 70 years reign. 

The JedForest Instrumental Band will play and it is 

anticipated that all congregations in the Kelso and 

surrounding area will be involved. 

It was decided at the last KCC Session Meeting that the 

service at Makerstoun on that day will be cancelled and all 

who wish can attend the outdoor service in Kelso. 

This will be a wonderful opportunity to worship together on 

this unique occasion.  PLEASE COME.  
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Finance report May 2022 magazine 
                                                                                         

2021 Kelso Country Churches accounts: As 

with many areas of life in the last couple of 

years, the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic can 

be seen in the financial results for 2021, with 

some areas of income and expenditure being 

reduced. This was always going to be a ‘rainy day’ year of 

extraordinary worldwide circumstances where we knew that our 

reserves, which are still in a healthy position, could meet the 

projected deficit. In fact, unrestricted funds overall (which 

includes the General Fund) had an actual deficit of £9,980 

compared to a budgeted deficit of £12,555, ie £2,575 less than 

expected. Some of the main features of the accounts were as 

follows: 

In-person worship did not take place during the period January to 

late March and, when services did resume, numbers attending were 

reduced due to social distancing and some members continuing to 

shield etc. Offerings taken up at services were therefore reduced 

for the year. We spent £2,160 on a new printer as our old one was 

becoming obsolete. The running costs of the new printer are very 

low and the printer will pay for itself within five years because of 

those reduced running costs. Our Ministries and Mission allocation 

was £11,505, an increase of £1,520 compared to the year before. 

 

Looking ahead to 2022, the projected deficit for all our 

unrestricted funds is £3,250. Two significant items this year are 

that our Ministries and Mission allocation has reduced to £6,176, 

and we have received the sum of £2,774 in respect of a partial 

refund of grants that we made to the Kelso Quest youth worker 

project which has now come to an end. 

 

This year we will once again hold a Stated Annual Meeting on 

Sunday 29th May at Makerstoun Church following the service, and 

to which everyone is invited. One of the items on the agenda will 

be to review the accounts and budget. Meantime, if you would like 
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a copy of the full set of accounts then please don’t hesitate to 

contact Liz Orr on 224595 or email lizorrscott@btinternet.com. 

Many thanks once again to all of you for your support of the 

congregation, however you do this – through prayer, practical help 

or finance. Whatever we do, as we serve in partnership with the 

Lord, it takes forward His kingdom both here in the parish and 

beyond as we continue to trust Him for His ongoing provision for 

us and for our world in these particularly uncertain times. 

 

A note to Gift Aid donors: 

We are extremely grateful to all of you who are taxpayers and 

have signed a Gift Aid declaration in our favour – this enables us 

to claim an additional 25 pence from HMRC for every £1 you 

donate. We recommend that you check that you are still paying 

as much or more tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on 

all your donations to charities (in the corresponding tax year), 

and if not, just let me know. 

 

Liz Orr                                               
             

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
15TH  -  21ST MAY 

 

There will be a retiring Offering taken in Makerstoun Church on 

the 15th May and in Stichill Church on 22nd May. 

All donations will be given to Christian Aid. 
 

Always remember to forget the troubles that pass your way: but 

never forget the blessings that come each day. 

 

FUNERAL 

  “Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted” 
 

May 12th:  Russell Nisbet, retired farmer, Whitehill, Nenthorn, 

                 at Borders Crematorium, Melrose 

mailto:lizorrscott@btinternet.com
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Guild Coffee Morning 

 
I am delighted to report that the final Guild Coffee Morning held 

on 26th March was a happy and successful event despite it being 

the last Guild event to be held in KCC.  
 

 Many people came who had past connections and fond memories 

of  our Guild’s many events and generous hospitality and there 

was lots of chat and fond memories recalled. 

We were blessed with a warm, sunny day, and some, mostly the 

men, enjoyed their coffee and cakes outside. 
 

I received a lovely surprise when our Guild ladies presented me 

with a silver pendant and bracelet in recognition of my  years of 

involvement in the Guild.  A heart-felt THANK YOU to all who 

contributed and I thank you all, past and present, for your support, 

participation and friendship over the last 43 years. 
 

A total of £420 was raised and that and all monies in the Guild 

account are in the process of being donated to the current Projects 

which the Guild is supporting.         

  

 Sophia                                              
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Here is a list of books in this series;- 

 
2020 –  Makerstoun  (1800-1900) 
 Smailholm  (1763-1898) 

Stichill   (1740-1898) 
Nenthorn  (1704-1899) 
Roxburgh  (1711-1899) 
Heiton   (1745-1899) 
Hume    (1748-1899) 

2021 – Makerstoun II  (1900-1926) 
Smailholm II  (1900-1921) 
Stichill II  (1900-1914) 
Nenthorn II  (1900-1912) 
Hume II   (1900-1911) 
St. James Fair – Kelso (1819-1957) 
 

Also in 2021-  I deviated from parish books and concentrated on the farms of 
Makerstoun Estate, I did books in both book form (2 or 3 farms together) or in 
booklet form for each farm;- 
 
2021 Makerstoun Estate & Farms Book one- 
 Manorhill Farm  (1855-1965) 

Sucklawridge Farm  (1824-1956) 
Makerstoun Estate & Farms Book two- 
 Greatridgehall Farm (1805-1958) 
 Charterhouse Farm (1844-1956) 
 Bondagers (in the Borders) (1866) 
Makerstoun Estate & Farms Book three- 
 The Home Farm  (1871-1953) 
 Haymount Farm (1844-1954) 

West Muirdean Farm (1845-1956) 
2022 –  Makerstoun III     (1927-35) 

Makerstoun – A Fishy Story!   (1847-1949) 

LOCAL BOOKS                                                                                                    
Over the past few years I have been producing Books of over 100 pages  

on the parishes of Kelso Country Churches and they have been very  
successful. 

 
 
 

successful. 
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Because of Covid, it has been a struggle to get people informed 

about these books, and what they contain and the main sales came 

from people in their  parishes willing to go out and sell the books 

to people they thought would be interested, so thank you to those 

doing that.                                          

 

This year, 2022, I have been busy doing other projects for the 

church and found less time to devote to making these books so I 

have concentrated on the bestselling area and that has been 

Makerstoun. 

Each of the books cost £10 and all the money goes to the church. 

The smaller booklets of the individual farms range from £3-£5. 

(All available on order) 

Over the years I have done countless booklets (plus 31 books) all 

on local subjects, most of them historical and a lot around the 

Hume and Stitchel area.  

                                                                              Jim Smith 
  
 

LIGHT RELIEF  
A very old twenty pound note and a very old five 

pound note were being sent to the incinerator. 

“I’ve had a wonderful life.  I’ve been to Spain, the 

Caribbean, New York, China and Italy,” said the 

twenty pound note. 

  “Where have you been?” he asked the fiver. 

“Och, I’ve been to the Church of Scotland, the 

Catholic Church, the Baptist Church and the 

Episcopalian Church,” replied the fiver. 

The twenty pound note looked a little confused. 

“What’s a church?” he asked. 
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Appeal from Rev. Anna Rodwell                                                       

Anna is the Co-ordinator of Kelso Churches Together this year, and she 

has circulated a letter to all the churches in the Kelso Grouping 

informing us that she has been gathering information and finding out 

what might be helpful with regard to welcoming Ukrainian refugees to 

the Borders and the Kelso area in particular in the not too distant future; 

 

Dear KCT Leaders and clergy, 
 

We are all aware that it will take a community to help the Ukrainian 

Refugees, not just the host families. 

The 15 in the Scottish Borders mentioned by the BBC are all family 

or friends of those already here but things are progressing with 

matching hosts to refugees. 

I wonder if you would care to speak of this in your churches and offer 

people the chance to volunteer to run some of these groups to help 

support the Ukrainians and their host families in Kelso? 
 

Befriending:  going out for coffee/inviting to your home for a 

meal/going out for a walk/going shopping together/accompanying to 

school or health centre – this kind of thing, the possibilities are 

endless. 
 

Weekly Café:  A chance for Ukrainians to meet their fellow 

compatriots and speak in their own tongue.  A simple tea/coffee 

biscuit café , but mainly a space to meet and talk and make friends.  

We would make a rota for this. 
 

Teaching English as a foreign language:  A service for the refugees if 

they would like a little help in picking up the language.  Previous 

teaching experience preferable. 
 

A Music Group:  for sharing culture through music. 
 

There is a sheet for each.  Folk are invited to sign up and groups will 

then meet to organize themselves in readiness. 

If you return the forms to me, I will collate the information. 
 

Yours in Christ,    Anna 
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A Prayer for Early Summer 
Father, we praise you for the beauty of early summer days, 

for walks in sunbathed lanes, 

for lightening evenings and rosy sunsets, 

for merry conversations on street corners in The Square, 

for hours of greater ease, and time for everything. 

 

We thank you for the constancy of the seasons, 

once promised to Noah, repeated through many 

generations. 

Thank you that you have brought us through another winter, 

that winter has given way to spring    

with its forest of bluebells and  daffodils, 

and warbling birds in leafy trees. 
 

We thank you for the work of our farmers in every season; 

preparing, sowing, tending, reaping, 

so dependent on rain and sun in their turn; 

For their nurture of living creatures, 

part of your cycle of life 

and mutual dependency. 

 

Creator God, help us never to forget those places 

where the seasons come erratically, and sometimes, not at all; 

lands of extremes of floods and drought, 

whose people often eke out a living and are often in despair. 

Help us at all times to remember our plenty, 

and to share abundantly with those who have far less. 
 

Thank you for your world, Lord God, 

For its diversity, its variety, its robustness, its beauty, its savagery. 

Thank you for this place where we live, 

for it is our particular responsibility and our gift. 

Help us to make the most of the days we are afforded here. 

May our love for you not be seasonal, but unceasing, 

just as your love for us never fails. 
 

And may our smiles of warmth bring the summer sun to others’ 

wintry hearts so that we speak to them of YOU, our hope and peace. 
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WEEK: 15TH – 21ST MAY 
 

Jessica’s Story 
In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing 
aching hunger for families like Jessica’s. 

The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought 

have robbed her of the power to provide for her children. 

And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in 

Zimbabwe, and around the globe. 

Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that 

Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even 

deeper into hunger. 

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. 

 

Website: www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk  

 

Church of Scotland  Charity No. SC000958 

 

http://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/
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With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope 

with our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from 

Ukraine to Zimbabwe. 

'So painful and disheartening' 
For Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for survival. 

Like many women in rural Zimbabwe - 7 out of 10 rely on farming for 

income and food - she toils on her farm, but nothing can grow on her 

ashen, dry land. 

Drought starves. Intensified by the climate crisis, and the effects of war 

in Ukraine on global food production, it drives families into hunger. 

Jessica recalls that ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt 

my crops just as they were about to bloom. It was so painful and 

disheartening.’ 

You can help this 

loving mum turn 

hunger into hope 

It’s unjust that drought - 

exacerbated by the effects of 

conflict and the global 

pandemic - robs Jessica of 

the power to provide for her family. Her husband is unwell, so she's the 

only breadwinner. Her children look up to her, but she has nothing left 

to give. 

Once before, when things were desperate, Jessica asked her neighbours 

for food but she came home with nothing. 

Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face of drought, her love for her 

family gives her courage to stand strong - and we stand with Jessica. 


