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 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ March/April, 2022 
Dear Friends  
 

Easter is the most exciting time of year in the church calendar. The 

time when we come to remember Jesus giving his life for us and 

that he rose again on the third day. For many people Christmas is 

the most important time – the birth of our Lord and Saviour. And 

just as at Christmas the point gets lost amidst all the celebrations, 

so at times at Easter the death and resurrection of Jesus is lost from 

sight. 

 

Easter has, in so many ways, been secularised just as Christmas 

has. But we know what it is that we are celebrating as we eat the 

hot cross buns and chocolate eggs. We know what is that we are 

remembering as we gather together for a family meal on Easter 

weekend and maybe eat lamb. We are remembering that Jesus is 

alive. He has risen. And that is the message we proclaim to the 

whole world. Jesus is alive! 

 

Yours Stephen 
 

‘Very early on Sunday morning the women went to 
the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared. 
They found the stone rolled away from the entrance 
to the tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus. They stood there puzzled 
about this, when suddenly two men in bright shining 
clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the women 
bowed down to the ground, as the men said to them, 
"Why are you looking among the dead for one who 

is alive? He is not here; he has been raised.’ Luke 
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                        Parish News and Updates 
 

  Platinum Jubilee:   This is a special year in the life of our 
nation as we prepare to celebrate our Queen’s 70 years reign.    
This anniversary falls on 4th June and events are being planned 
across our villages to mark the occasion. Stichill Village Hall 
has planned an itinerary of activities (see page 12) 
The Stichill Church Summer Fayre has usually been held on the 

first Saturday in June, and that won’t be happening this year, but 

discussions are afoot regarding how we will mark the Jubilee 

celebrations in Kelso Country Churches.  Watch this space! 

 

Sale of Roxburgh Church:  the church went back on the open 

market in January, and there has been a lot of interest with several 

interested parties coming to view the church. 

One offer has been accepted by the General Trustees of the 

Church of Scotland and we anticipate that this sale will be 

finalised  soon. 

It has been a different and sometimes difficult two years  for 

everyone, trying to carry on the worship and witness in our 

churches and adhere to the strict rules of  social distancing.  This 

is reflected in the lower attendance at services in many churches, 

including our own, but some rules are being relaxed from 21st 

March when people can mix more freely without it being 

compulsory to wear face masks while singing and free to sit with 

others outside our ‘bubble’. 

 

It is hoped that it will encourage those who have not attended in- 

person services to come along and enjoy the friendship and 

fellowship of meeting as a church family again and spread the 

word to those we meet. 

 

  Happiness adds and multiplies when we share it with others. 
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Preaching Plan for March/April 

 

March 
 

 6th Makerstoun  10.30am 

 

 13th  Stichill                                         10.30am 

 

   20th Makerstoun  10.30am 
 
   

 27th Stichill       Mother’s Day         10.30am 
 

April 

 3rd Makerstoun                                   10.30am 

 

   10th Stichill  Palm Sunday          10.30am 

 

   17th Makerstoun Easter Day           10.30am 

 

    24th  Stichill                                           10.30am 

 

 

Plans for the services for Holy Week in our churches have 

still to be discussed by the Kirk Session and so these will be 

announced in due course in the church notices and on line at: 

kelsocountrychurchescofs.org    
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A daily reflection based 
around the Sunday 
lectionary readings is 
available on the church 
website which i hope 
will be of help to you in 
your personal faith 
journey - 

https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/daily-
reflections/ 

 
Bible readers - If you’d like to help by reading the bible in 
worship services let Stephen know so that he can add you to the 
rota.  
 
A prayer for Lent 
 

Wonderful God, as we enter this season of Lent, 

this time of preparation for the mystery of Easter, 

help us to ready ourselves, 

so that we can journey with Jesus through the wilderness, 

to meet with him in resurrection joy. 

Make us ready to fast from criticism 

and feast on the good we see in others. 

Make us ready to fast from inactivity 

and feast on action for justice. 

Make us ready to fast from greed 

and feast on giving. 

Make us ready to fast from conflict 

and feast on peace making. 

Make us ready to fast from selfishness 

and feast on Christ-likeness  

So that we may be changed  

to become more like your Son. 

Amen.   

 

https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/daily-reflections/
https://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/services/daily-reflections/
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A Gardener’s Thoughts 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small. 

All things wise and wonderful 

The Lord God made them all. 
 

But what we never mention though gardeners know it’s true 

Is – when he made the goodies, he made the baddies too. 

The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds, 

The pigeons on the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds. 

The whitefly on the geraniums, the wasps that eat the plums 

How black the gardener’s outlook, though green may be his 

thumbs. 

All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small. 

All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all. 

The greenfly on the roses, the maggots on the peas, 

Manure that feeds our roses, he also 

gave us these. 

The rust that’s on the pellies, the 

clubroot on the greens, 

The slugs that eat the lettuce and 

chew the aubergines. 

The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the 

buds, 

The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that kills the 

spuds. 

But still the gardeners labour, 

Midst vegetables and flowers, 

And pray what hits our neighbour will somehow by-pass ours! 
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The Guild                                 
 

Sadly, Kelso Country Churches Guild has 

only five paid members this year as the 

pandemic and advancing years of our 

members take their toll. 

 We were able to meet as a Guild in 

February (the first for two years) and had a 

discussion about the future of our Guild 

group and came to the decision that it is no 

longer viable.  We cannot expect speakers 

to come to inform us about the projects and ongoing valuable work 

of the Guild at home and abroad for such a small group and we 

feel it is no longer sustainable. 

Stichill and Hume Guild was inaugurated in November, 1929 and 

has been a constant and integral part of church life in our 

community since then.  In 2019 we celebrated the 90th birthday of 

our Guild by leading a service and serving lunch for the 

congregation and it was a special day, but the current situation of 

the pandemic and dwindling numbers in our churches has caused 

the situation to become more untenable.  

We are going ahead with our planned meeting on 9th March at 

2.30pm when our own Jim Smith will give a presentation on “The 

Sights and Sounds of India” and everyone is welcome to come 

along, (men too.)  We are also going ahead with the annual Guild 

Coffee Morning on Saturday, 26th March in the church hall at 

10am.  This will enable us to raise funds to donate to the Guild 

Projects as we have always done, and give us all the opportunity to 

meet socially over coffee and chat, which we as a church family 

have greatly missed these past two years. 

The Guild has been a big part of my life for over 40 years, both at 

local and national level, and it has been a trailblazer for motivating 

the congregation to work together to organize fund raising and 

social events and we have all had much fun and fellowship along 

the way.    God bless the Church of Scotland Guild.          Sophia  
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last Guild meeting, March, 2022 
      

                                                               
 

 
 
 

A few memories of what the 
Guild got up to over the years. 
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 Dear Friends of Kelso Country 
Churches 
 

Ailsa and I have now moved into our 

Longforgan cottage.  We still have a 

great deal of work to do before we can 

call it a home.  We are surrounded by a 

large number of brown packing cases – 

a good collective noun for them would 

be a ‘guddle’ of brown-boxes.  We hope 

to be able to empty them sooner rather than later, looking forward 

to being surprised in discovering what they contain.  

 

Our main purpose in writing is to say ‘thank you’.  We thank you 

for the gifts you gave us on leaving KCC.  We are very 

appreciative of the garden voucher, the book and the CoS tie - each 

will be used in a different way.  But as for the plants we buy with 

the voucher they will be special as they will serve as a constant 

reminder of our time with you. 

 

But most importantly we would also like to thank you for all the 

love and kindness we've received over the 16 years in Kelso.  We 

treasure the memories we have of our shared fellowship.  They 

will remain with us for many years to come. 

Longforgan is near Dundee so if you ever find yourself in that part 

of the world and have time, please feel free to pop in for a cup of 

tea.  And if we are still in a guddle rest assured you’ll still be very 

welcome. 

 

With our very best wishes. 

 

David & Ailsa 

 
Shalom 
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Here are some words of wisdom 

passed on to me by Gaynor Taylor: 

 

The Train of Life 
 

At birth, we board the train and 
meet our parents and we believe 
they will always travel by our 
side. 
As time goes by, other people will 

board the train; our siblings, friends, children, and even the 
love of our life. 
 

However, at some station, our parents will step down from the 
train leaving us on this journey alone.  Others will step down 
over time and leave a permanent vacuum.  Some however, will 
go so unnoticed that we don’t realise they have vacated their 
seats. 
 

This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expectations, 
hellos, goodbyes, and farewells. 
Success consists of having a good relationship with all 
passengers requiring that we give the best of ourselves. 
 

The mystery to everyone is: we don’t know at which station we 
ourselves will step down.  So, we must live in the best way,  
love,  forgive, give, and offer the best of who we are. 
 

It is important to do this because when the time comes for us 
to step down and leave our seat empty, we should leave behind 
beautiful memories for those who will continue to travel on 
the train of life. 
 
I wish you all a joyful journey. 
                                                                           John A Passaro 
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Kelso Country Churches Guild 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

Saturday, 26th March at 10am 

Stichill Church Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Admission £5  Sales Table and raffle 
Children free 

 

Website: www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk  

 

Church of Scotland  Charity No. SC000958 

 

http://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/
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A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE  

from the Church of Scotland 

 
Lord God, 

We ask you to hold the people of Ukraine deep in your heart. 

Protect them, we pray; 

from violence, from political gamesmanship, 

from being used and abused. 

 

Give, we pray 

the nations of the world the courage, and the wisdom 

to stand up for justice, 

and the courage too, 

to dare to care – generously. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

take from all of us, the tendencies in us 

that seek to lord it over others: 

Take from us those traits 

that see us pursuing our own needs and wants 

before those of others. 

 

Teach us how to live in love 

and dignity, and respect -  

following your example. 

In your name and for your sake, 

 

Amen. 

 
Issued by Lord Wallace, Moderator of the General Assembly and 

the Very Rev. Susan Brown, convener of Faith Impact Forum. 
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Stichill Village Hall 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

4th June, 2022 
 

Planned range of activities 

Programme 

                                            
12noon: 10K Fun Run 

3.00pm: Picnic in the park 

             BBQs will be available: 

              BYO drink and food. 

              Games in the park. 

 Dancing: four step Rock ‘n Roll dance 

lessons with Richard Little at 6.30pm 

and 7.30pm.  50s dress optional. 
 

There are going to be a few bunting-making 

sessions to be announced.  You can donate 

fabric (red/white/blue) and help with cutting 

out/sewing if you wish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


