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 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~July/August, 2021 
Dear Friends 
Lockdown restrictions have been gradually 

easing and we are enjoying getting to visit our 

friends and to travel further afield. But things 

are not totally back to normal. We aren’t back 

to the way things were before it all started and 

we are unlikely to ever live that way again. 

This, however, is not necessarily a bad thing. Greater flexibility in work 

practices have been welcomed by many. One of my neighbours in 

Edinburgh has loved getting through a winter where his daily commute 

to work in Perth at 5.30am has become a once a month trip to Perth and 

working from home the rest of the time. 
 

All the changes being made in the Church of Scotland, especially with 

the great reduction in the number of ministry posts, mean that the church 

will now also be working in a very different way post pandemic. We are 

being told that there is no going back to the way things were before. 

There will be a greater focus online and a greater focus on sharing of 

worship. With possibly only 4 ministers of word and sacrament (5 at the 

most) covering the whole of Jedburgh Presbytery, where presently there 

could be 11 ministers, means worship will certainly have to be led in a 

different way going forward. There is going to be loss, which is always 

difficult to deal with but we are not alone. Every congregation in 

Scotland is facing very similar issues. 
 

As we move forward we still know that we can trust in God. As things 

change we know that Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, walks beside us and 

we need not be afraid. ‘Emmanuel’ is not just a word to remember at 

Christmas time. It means “God is with us’. He is with us in each and 

every situation, the rock of our salvation, our daily protector and guide 

especially as we face struggle and difficulty. 
 

Yours 

Stephen  
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“ Now all this happened to make what the Lord had said through 

the prophet come true, ‘A virgin will become pregnant and have 

a son, and he will be called Emmanuel (which means God is with 

us).” 

Parish News and Updates 
Blythswood Charity Christmas Shoeboxes:  It may seem a bit 

premature to be planning the filling of shoeboxes with Christmas 

gifts, but not for Kathy and David Wilkie who have put so much 

time and energy over recent years into covering the boxes and  

storing them in their home in readiness.  As a result of lockdown last 

Christmas,  fewer boxes were filled by the churches in the Kelso 

area, Kelso Country Churches included, and so fewer boxes were 

used.  Kathy needs to get the huge store of boxes  out of her home 

and circulating in the community soon. 

Please contact Kathy (01573 223644) or speak to her at church soon 

to let her know how many boxes you might need and she will 

arrange to get them to you. 

These boxes of useful gifts are needed and appreciated more than 

ever by the recipients in Eastern European countries where the 

corona virus has exacerbated the poverty and deprivation that is 

always present in so many lives. 

Information on how the filled boxes will be collected will be given 

out at a later date. 
 

New Printer:  the company who service the church printer informed 

us that our model, acquired in 2011, is now obsolete and it will be 

difficult to obtain new parts and ink cartridges.  After much 

consultation with the company, a new printer has been chosen to suit 

our needs and will be installed at the end of July.  Those of us who 

use the printer regularly will be given instructions on how it works, 

so as one of the operators, I’m hoping it will be quite 

straightforward!    WATCH THIS SPACE.  
 

Christian Aid:  £ 206 was raised during May for Christian Aid 

Week. 

 

Editor :  I have the answers to crossword, page10 if you need them. 
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General Assembly 2021 - This year’s General Assembly was held 

online again with all the difficulties that that entails. A lot is lost from 

not being in-person as a big part of the Assembly is meeting people 

and catching up with old friends. And like Session online, it’s a bit 

harder just to get up and take part in the debates. There is a need to be 

a lot more organised and prepared. 

 

The big decision moving forward is that there will be a large 

reduction in the number of ministry posts that the church pays for 

centrally. It is to be 600 ministry posts. That amounts to about 500 

ministers of word and sacrament as there are another 100 or so 

Ministry Development Staff posts as well. For us in Jedburgh 

Presbytery there is quite a radical reduction to 5.5 ministry posts. So 

if we were the average of Scotland as a whole that would mean 4 

ministers of word and sacrament and 1 ministry development staff 

post, though we presently don’t have any of those. That definitely 

means Kelso and the surrounding villages will reduce from the 

present 2.5 to 1. Presbytery will be starting to make its new plans 

soon and will be in discussion with us as a session and congregation 

as to how we might see the church changing as we move forward in 

this new reality.  We will also now be working towards becoming 

part of a larger Presbytery along with Duns, Melrose and Peebles, 

Lothian, and Edinburgh and West Lothian which united at the recent 

Assembly. 
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Preaching plan for July/August 
4th July:  Makerstoun          10.30am                   Stephen Manners 

11th   “         Stichill             10.30am                   Stephen Manners 

18th  “      Makerstoun         10.30am                     David Harvey 

25th    “     Stichill                10.30am                   Stephen Manners 

August 

 1st :         Makerstoun         10.30am                   Stephen Manners 

  8th   “        Stichill               10.30am                  Jim Smith 

15th   “     Makerstoun          10.30am                  Stephen Manners 

22nd   “       Stichill               10.30am                  Stephen Manners 

29th    “              5th Sunday to be arranged 
 

Special collection for the Disasters Emergency Committee’s 

Coronavirus Appeal 

Over the months since the start of the pandemic it has been evident just 

how much harder it has been for poorer countries to cope with its 

impact. The Disasters Emergency Committee (charity no 1062638) has 

set up a special appeal fund for this purpose which Kelso Country 

Churches have decided to support this summer.  

DEC write, ‘Our Coronavirus Appeal is funding work in eight countries 

- Afghanistan, Bangladesh, DR Congo, India, Somalia, South Sudan, 

Syria and Yemen. This includes six of the world’s most fragile states, 

the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh, and India, which was hit by 

the worst outbreak of Covid-19 yet seen during the pandemic in April 

and May 2021. Millions of people living in fragile states have little 

access to medical care or clean water, making them much more 

vulnerable to new, more contagious variants of coronavirus. But in 

many countries the economic effects of the pandemic could be even 

more serious than the virus itself due to falling incomes and rising food 

prices.’ 

With the funds DEC will support fragile health systems with PPE, 

equipment, and isolation and medical care facilities; help give 

vulnerable families the means to protect themselves with water, soap, 

handwashing stations and information; and ensure that the Covid-19 

crisis doesn’t mean people go hungry and children become 

malnourished. 

Retiring offerings will be taken up at Makerstoun Church on 

Sunday 1st August, and at Stichill Church on Sunday 8th August. 

Donations can also be passed to the treasurer at any time. 
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FIND OUT  MORE ABOUT THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISHES 

Following on from the great success of the first series of books last year 

I have now concluded the second series, so I have done five books this 

time which were the best sellers from series 1 and they are all north of 

the Tweed. 

They continue from the first books all starting from 1900;- Makerstoun 

11, 1900-1926; Smailholm 11, 1900-1921; Stichill 11, 1900-1914; 

Nenthorm 11,  1900-1912 and Hume11,1900-1911. 

There is much more information in the newspapers in the 20th  century. 

Most of the information derived from the newspapers and the articles 

taking from the “National Newspaper Archives” on the internet. 

Unfortunately there is no Kelso Chronicle or Kelso Mail been 

downloaded yet onto the “National Newspaper Archives) after 1887. 

Photographs are mostly my own but some come from the internet as 

well. 

An added interest this year is another book this time on -St James Fair in 

Kelso and that ranges from the earlies newspapers till its demise in the 

1950’s. 

Some interesting items in the books are;- Smailholm Isolation Hospital; 

New Village Hall for Makerstoun; Rifle Club at Nenthorn; A Model 

Village and School at Stichill; Quoit match at Hume versus Kelso and St 

James Fair opened by Jedburgh Magistrates! 

Books are all £10 each including the St James Fair one. 

Except when you buy them all together (all six books) for £50 in a well 

contained plastic A5 box. 

All money goes to Kelso Country Churches.  Over £1300 was made 

from the first set of books. 
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Smailholm Open Gardens  - 20th June, 2021 
 

After the disappointment of not being able to open its gardens in 

2020, Smailholm was delighted to be able to open nine gardens 

this year. 
 

Organised by a group of residents under the guidance of the 

Charity, Scotland’s Garden Scheme, the day was blessed with 

good weather and lots of support; nearly 300 people visited the 

village over the seven hours the gardens were open.  In addition to 

the delights of the different styles of gardens on show, visitors 

were able to have refreshments – soup, rolls, teas, coffees and 

endless cakes – in the village hall.  A great deal of care was taken 

to make the hall “COVID secure” and visitors said they felt safe to 

enjoy all the treats on offer. 
 

After the months of restrictions, it was wonderful to see people out 

and about enjoying company, plants and fresh air and there was a 

real buzz in the village all day.  At the hall there was the 

opportunity to buy plants and view the work of the village’s 

resident artists.  To complete the show of village talents, live 

music greeted visitors for part of the day! 
 

Such events aim to share the joy that gardens can bring and raise 

funds for charity.  With the fantastic support of all the visitors, a 

total of just over £2500.00 was raised.  This was shared between 

Smailholm Village Hall and Scotland’s Garden Scheme charities, 

the Queen’s Nursing Institute for Scotland, Maggie’s and 

Perennial. 
 

The organisers and gardeners in Smailholm were overwhelmed 

with the success of the day and it made all their hard work 

worthwhile.  To see so many people appreciating the gardens and 

other village delights was more than compensation for the 

disappointment of last year’s postponement. 
 

Here are a few photos which captured the essence of the event. 

 

Many thanks to Marjorie Barrow and Veronica Ross for this. 
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The Plan of the Master Weaver 

 

Our lives are but fine weavings 

that God and we prepare, 

each life becomes a fabric planned 

and fashioned in his care. 

We may not always see just how 

the weavings intertwine, 

but we must trust the Master’s hand 

and follow his design, 

for He can view the pattern 

upon the upper side. 

While we must look from underneath 

and trust in him to guide. 

Sometimes a strand of sorrow 

is added to his plan, 

and though it’s difficult for us, 

we still must understand 

that it’s He who fills the shuttle, 

it’s He who knows what’s best, 

so we must weave in patience 

and leave to him the rest. 

Not till the loom is silent 

and the shuttles cease to fly 

shall God unroll the canvas 

and explain the reason why – 

the dark threads are as needed 

in the Weaver’s skilful hand 

and the threads of gold and silver 

in the pattern He has planned. 

 

                                                            By Sylvia Frances Chan 
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 Contacts 

Minister: Rev. Stephen Manners 470 663 

Email: smanners@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 

Church of Scotland  Charity No. SC000958 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        LIGHT RELIEF 
                          A man ordered breakfast in a hotel.  “I want two eggs, one of them 

                runny as water and the other cooked hard enough to bounce. 
                   I  want the toast burned black, the coffee cold, and the butter  

too hard to spread.” 
           “We can’t do that, sir,” protested the waitress. 

                “Sure you can,” said the man, “You did it perfectly yesterday.” 
 

                         There was a man who owned a chain of supermarkets. He was an 
influential and powerful man. 

                            One day he took his five year old son on his ‘rounds’ of the shops. 
              The little boy looked at him in awe and wonder as his dad 

            related to his staff and they to him, their boss. 
               After the visits, they returned to the car when the little lad 

           said thoughtfully, “Daddy, do all these people know that 
       you can talk like Donald Duck?” 

 

                      Part of the college application was directed to the applicant’s 
                        parents, and one question was, “Would you consider your child 

                         to be a leader or a follower?”  After much thought, the father wrote 
                        that he felt his son, although unique, was really more of a follower. 

                   Not long after, a letter of acceptance arrived from the college,  
                       accompanied by a note from the Registrar, welcoming his child. 
                      “ We feel he’ll fit in well,” the letter read, “as he will be the only 

      follower in a class of 249 leaders!” 

    
     
 

mailto:smanners@churchofscotland.org.uk
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I would like to share this letter from the Guild weekly newsletter    

 written by the retiring National Convener;      

 

 LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

As I settled to prepare my thoughts for this newsletter, I found myself 

reflecting on how clear the skies were on the night of the summer  

Solstice. I cannot believe how quickly the year is disappearing; It  

seems like no time since I was preparing some thoughts on the winter 

solstice. 

I am mesmerised by the bats flying around outside our house every  

evening.  Just as the light fades, they appear swooping up and down – 

it is amazing to watch them. 
 

All this talk of light turns my thoughts to the first year of our new  

three-year strategy – ‘look forward in faith’ – with our new theme, 

 ‘Lights and Bushels’.  The parable of the lamp tells us we have an 

obligation.  Since we received the Gospel we are to live it openly 

and share it with others through how we live and what we say. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus said, “Nor do they light a lamp and 

 then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand where it 

 gives light to all in the house.  So then your light must shine before 

 others, that they may see your good deed and glorify your heavenly  

Father.” 
 

How apt this message is to us all, especially as we begin journeying 

towards meeting in person again; sharing in worship, prayer, action 

and fellowship in all we say and do.  Let’s be more proactive in  

sharing all the good deeds carried out by Guild members both at 

 home and through our project partners worldwide. 
 

I wish you all God’s richest blessings as you set aside time to relax and 

gather your strength throughout the summer, before greeting each other 

(hopefully in person) at the start of the new session. 
 

Be all you can be, and in all things you set out to do – just be you,  for  

our Lord ‘Whose we are and whom we serve’ has set you on the path 

you are on, by calling you to be just where you are to ‘let your light 

shine’. 

 

Mabel Wallace 
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       A Prayer for Summer 
 

                 Almighty God, we set great store by the summer,  

          longing for unending days of sunshine 

              recalled to loving memory from the days of our youth. 

              Help us to be the sunshine we so long for, 

           radiant no matter what our circumstances, 

       brightening  the lives of those 

       whom we meet along our way. 
 

                We love to see the rampant growth, the profusion of greens 

              on the leaves and on the trees, and the beauty of flora. 

    help us too, to demonstrate 

           abundant growth and beauty in our lives, 

         to be filled with new zest for the ministry 

    you have called us to. 
 

We rejoice in a good harvest, 

             the pinnacle of a year’s hard work and total commitment. 

                  Help us to be focused on the coming harvest of your kingdom, 

   To plan for it, to work for it, 

     to leave no stone unturned to achieve 

   the best crop we can, for you. 
      

             And Father, if these days of summer disappoint, 

                  And the rain falls and the hedgerows look bedraggled, 

               And the harvest is not so prolific as we would wish, 

                Teach us patience and endurance, 

                 So that we mellow in maturity 

                    like the rich, late-summer sun, 

                        and rest, knowing your hand upon all things, and upon us, 

                          as we wait upon you for other seasons  

             and more fruitful days 

                          in fulfilment of your eternal, loving purposes. 
 

                         In your Son’s name we pray, the Sun of goodness, 

                                       Our brother and our friend.                    Amen  


