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 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~January/February, 2022 

Dear Friends  
 

 A New Year has now started and we 

hope it is going to be a good one even 

though it has begun with renewed high 

levels of covid infection. We hope and 

pray for strength to cope and for things 

to get better as the year goes on. It is 

heartening to see the people in all the 

communities which make up our parish taking care of each other, 

looking out for the vulnerable and helping in practical ways. We 

hold on to the hope that things ARE going to get better! 
 

 Discussions have begun between all the churches of the 

Presbytery as to how things should change as we go forward with 

reduced numbers of paid ministers. 

Many people would like things to stay the same in the church but 

nothing can stay the same. Change will happen. Changes in how 

we worship and who leads the worship. Changes in how we 

organise and run the church. Change in what buildings are kept to 

be used for worship and how they are laid out internally.   

  

And these changes will not be imposed by any one person. Change 

will come about as we open ourselves up to the leading and 

guiding of God through his Holy Spirit. Change will come about 

as we seek to be the best fellowship that we can be, open and 

welcoming to new people who seek to know God and be disciples 

of Jesus.   But as things change we also need to learn from how 

things were in the beginning of the church as we read in Acts and 

how things worked well in the past here in our church. We don’t 
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change just for the sake of it and we don’t change without learning 

from the past. And we learn much from the early church in the 

book of Acts. How they gathered together frequently to worship 

and be together. We learn of the importance they placed on prayer. 

The church was founded on people praying. Also we learn about 

the important place the Holy Spirit played in the life and witness 

of the church.   

Especially we learn that if we don’t proclaim the faith, if we don’t 

go out from the comfort of our Sunday morning services and tell 

others what we know about Jesus then the church will die. The 

church grew from very small beginnings because the leaders 

bravely proclaimed the faith. Our church will grow if we bravely 

proclaim our faith in our living Lord. If we don’t proclaim the faith 

and see new people come to believe as we do, then in a decade or 

two the church won’t be here anymore.     
 

Jesus is alive! The church is alive! Let’s make this a reality for the 

people of the communities in which we live!          
 

 

Yours,  

Stephen  

                                                    

A Prayer for the New Year 
 

Lord, You make all things new. 
 

You bring hope alive in our hearts 
 

and cause our Spirits to be born again. 
 

Thank you for this new year, 
 

for all the potential it holds. 
 

Come and kindle in us a mighty flame 
 

so that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 
 

and live forever to praise Your glorious name.   Amen. 
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Parish News and Updates 
Here are extracts from a letter received from Blythswood Care: 

                                               
Dear friends of Kelso Country Churches, 

 

This is a small note to say a big thank 

you for taking part in  Blythswood Care’s 

2021 Shoebox Appeal.  The important 

part that you’ve played is greatly 

appreciated. 

Every gift in every shoebox makes a 

difference, and lets someone in need 

know that they have been thought about, 

that they are valued, and loved.  That is a 

priceless gift to give and receive. 

I am pleased to enclose a certificate of thanks that you can display. 
 

Wishing you all the very best for 2022. 
 

Mairi Ferrier,  (Fundraising Administrator) 
 

 Border Womens’ Aid:  the sum raised at the Christmas service for 

this local charity was £139.65.  Thank you. 

 

A word from the editor 

The January edition of the Country Link is usually where I give a 

summary of our Christmas services and, looking back on past 

editions, there was much music and festive cheer in our churches but 

this year, we only held one Carol service in Makerstoun Kirk before 

it was deemed too risky to ask people to attend services as the 

infection rates of covid increased alarmingly. 

But that service took us on the journeys of Mary and Joseph, the 

Shepherds and the Wise Men to the stable where Jesus, the Messiah 

was born, told by members of the congregation and bringing the 

familiar story back to life with a modern twist.  We sang some 

favourite carols joyfully (through our masks) and enjoyed 

fellowship and some wrapped mince pies and chocolates. 

And it was good. 
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Preaching Plan for January/February 

 

January  2nd   On-line service only     ALL WELCOME  
 

 

  “  9th  Stichill                                           10.30am 

 

  “  16th   Makerstoun                                 10.30am 

 

  “ 23rd   Stichill                                          10.30am 
 

   

  “ 30th    Stichill                                         10.30am 
 

February 

    6th       Makerstoun                                  10.30am 

 

  13th       Stichill                                          10.30am 

 

  20th       Makerstoun                                   10.30am 

 

   27th      Stichill                                           10.30am 

 

 
The Church of Scotland has adopted five marks of mission 

which will guide our future paths.  They are: 

 

1. To proclaim the good news of the Kingdom 

2. To teach, baptize and nurture new believers. 

3. To respond to human need by loving service. 

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to 

challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and 

reconciliation. 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and 

sustain and renew the life of the earth. 
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Report from the Session Clerk 
 

They say that time goes much quicker when you get to our age and 

it is true; you look back and wonder where last year went or even 

worse, where all the years have gone!   We can do that in the 

church as well and look back to what we consider the “good old 

years”, though we did not know it at the time.   Imagine going 

back to before Covid 19, and we realise now how much we miss 

all the freedom we had then; a freedom which meant you could 

mix freely with people, a freedom to shake hands, a freedom to 

worship without restriction, a freedom to socialise before and after 

the kirk, all sorely missed. 
 

How restricted the kirk is now, especially during the service 

having to wear those awful masks all the time.   We are also 

advised to take a “Lateral flow test” on the morning of the service, 

but that is not mandatory.  We also need to register with our name 

and phone number at the door before we are allowed entry (but 

being the friendly wee kirk that we are, we usually have your 

details from your  last visit and we copy them) and then having to 

be directed into a pew and having to sit in an appropriate seat with 

the one metre distancing still in force (except for couples etc). The 

service itself is now more meaningful than it was because we are 

allowed to sing, but  the masks muffle the sound and also the lack 

of people does not help. 
 

We are still at the stage where we are aware of the pandemic and it 

has by no means finished, so we still need to be extra careful and 

adhere to the instructions given to us so that we can limit the 

danger we put ourselves in. We are not asking you to come back to 

the kirk at the moment if you are shielding or you feel unsafe, but 

we do assure you we are doing everything we can to keep things 

going with all the safety rules in place. 
 

Habit is a wonderful thing.   We tend to do a lot by it and the kirk 

is one of these things some of us have been in the habit of doing, 
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and that is a good habit because we are  God’s children, and we 

need to strengthen our faith and our love for God and there is no 

better place  to do that than in his house. Recently, because of 

covid, it has been easy to slip out of the habit during lockdown,  

but please do not forget the church needs you, and when the time 

is right you can pick up where you left off. 
 

Our churches are unique but at this time they are under threat with 

numbers dwindling and advancing years creeping up on most of us 

and with this virus still hanging over us it is going to be a difficult 

time for us all.  
 

Adding to the uncertainty of the situation is the re-adjustment of 

our parishes, kirks and ministers in every parish in Scotland.   We 

are going to be linked or united with another charge in the Kelso 

area within the next year or two. Also, the Presbytery of Jedburgh 

is uniting with other presbyteries and this is  happening  all over 

Scotland. 
 

I have been a member of Stichill church and then Kelso Country 

Churches all my life it is sad seeing its demise, but it is happening 

all over Scotland and it has been happening over many years.   The 

pandemic has heightened the problems within the church but has 

not caused it. 
 

With the new plan, we can have only  two ministers in the Kelso 

area, which comprises of Cheviot Churches – Yetholm, 

Morebattle, Hownam and Linton Churches and parishes, Kelso 

Country Churches which is Stichill & Makerstoun churches and 

parishes along with Smailholm, Roxburgh, Nenthorn & Hume 

parishes, Kelso North and Ednam  churches and their parishes, and 

Kelso Old and Sprouston churches  and  their parishes. 
 

We have to decide on the way we are going to meld all these 

churches and parishes into workable areas to sustain the future for 

Christian worship in a meaningful way. This process is now 

ongoing and will continue throughout the year. 
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We as a congregation have a say on the way ahead, so make sure 

your voice is heard locally, and more importantly, at the meetings 

which will be set up  to hear the way you think is best. 
 

Caught up in all this turmoil will be the ministers.  They will be 

entering a new type of ministry and with only two ministerial posts 

available there will  eventually be a redundancy. Our minister Rev 

Stephen Manners, who was just finding his feet in his new parish 

when Covid struck, has tried admirably to stay in touch with the 

congregation and his parishioners but it has been anything but 

easy, and made more difficult with two parishes losing their 

churches, and no real events happening to meet the people of the 

parish.  We all look forward to getting back to a new normal. 
 

The old type of parish ministry  is going and whatever the linkages 

or unions involved, each post will involve multiple parishes and 

congregations which will be impossible to serve in the old style, 

but that has been  slowly happening over the years anyway.  
 

Over the past two years ministry has changed dramatically and that 

has been brought on with the Covid 19 Pandemic. I feel for the 

ministers trying to reach their flock on one hand, but scared to on 

the other. The way has never been clear and innovation has been 

the name of the game. Even some 21 months after the start of the 

pandemic,  the way ahead is still very clouded and what to do for 

the best is still unclear. 
  
We may struggle  to make sense of it all, but it is the people who 

make the church so please stay with us, and speak with your elder 

or your minister on what you are thinking at this time. You know 

what they say “It ’s nice to talk”.  Habits are hard to break so when 

you feel able and safe, the church is there for you…. use it while 

you can. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Jim Smith 
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Memory of a School Inspector 

 

I am sure some of you will have heard of the 

writer and poet, Gervase Phinn, who served 

for some years as a school inspector. 

Many of his books are in paperback. 

Phinn recalls once visiting a primary school in rural Yorkshire, 

where he came upon a piece of writing in small scrawling letters 

done by a little boy. 

“I asked the boy if he had any help with it,” Phinn reports, but the 

boy shook his head.  Well, it was something of a minor 

masterpiece that he had written, and I remembered the words well: 
 

Yesterday, yesterday, yesterday: 

Sorrow, sorrow, sorrow. 

Today, today, today: 

Hope, hope, hope. 

Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow: 

Love, love, love. 
 

What a wonderful little poem, I told him. 

The boy thought for a while, says Phinn, and stared with large, sad 

eyes.  And then announced 

“They are my spelling corrections, Sir.” 
 

To one audience spelling corrections, to another a thoughtful poem 

– an illustration perhaps, of the power of words but the crucial 

importance of context. 

 

                              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Churches for Sale 
It was December 30th 2018 that Smailholm had its last service and 

February 17th 2019 that Roxburgh also had its last service. It took till 

October 2020 before all legalities were went through and the two 

churches were put up for sale. Due to the Covid pandemic and 121 being 

shut down because of the pandemic, and the cutting down of staff and 

staff working from home, everything took much longer than anticipated. 

Roxburgh church was put on the Church of Scotland website in October 

2020. 

Smailholm church  has never been 

on the market, because a private 

individual was interested from day 

one and through negotiations with 

the General Trustees and the Kirk 

session, which was also held up 

greatly with the pandemic, they 

have come to an amicable result in which the church was sold in  

November.                

                                                   

Picture of Bert Duncan handing over the keys of 

Smailholm Kirk to Mr Rob Armstrong. 

 

 

Roxburgh church 

has not been so 

lucky.  It has been for sale and 

advertised for well over a year now. 

We have had good offers for it and 

accepted the one we thought was 

most advantageous at the end of 

January, 2021, but they pulled out in 

April and on contacting the second acceptable bid, they informed us 

they would still love to buy so they had another look round and 

confirmed their offer.  Negotiations have taken longer than was good for 

either party, mainly because of sewage problems with connection to the 

main sewage system, but that was nearly sorted out, but they informed 

the General Trustees that they were no longer interested. 

And so, Roxburgh Parish Church goes back on the market again soon. 
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Farewell to David and 
Ailsa 
 

David and Ailsa Harvey came to a 

service in Roxburgh Church some 15 

years ago when they moved from 

Glasgow to what was then known as the 

‘New Houses’ at Sunlaws, Heiton. 
 

It was an auspicious day for the family of 

Kelso Country Churches because, 

although they had come from a very 

different church background, they soon  

became involved in the work and witness 

of our rural churches, even accepting  our somewhat staid 

Presbytarian ways, and  getting alongside us and sharing their very 

considerable knowledge and talents and experience with us. 

Ailsa became a loyal member of the Guild and fund raising and 

David joined our Worship Team, becoming a much loved and 

respected leader, and his services were full of warmth and humour as 

well as much wisdom and down to earth theology. 

Ailsa and David embraced the social activities with willingness and 

enthusiasm and their ever-open door and hospitality were well known 

and appreciated. 

They were a great asset to our church choir and took part in the 

musical productions and concerts we held in those care-free and 

relaxed times before a pandemic got in the way! 

But health issues  have intervened in recent years and they made the 

difficult decision to move to Longforgan to be nearer their family. 

We bid them an informal but heart felt farewell at a service in 

Makerstoun church in November, and since then, David has had a 

new hip from which he is recovering very well and they are all set to 

move to their new home in January. 

THANK YOU, David and Ailsa for being our friends;  for your 

encouragement and willing participation in all we have  tried to do, 

and for  fond memories.  Our good wishes and God’s blessing go 

with you both in this next chapter of your lives.  “Shalom.” 
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I found this version of The Lord’s Prayer when going through 

some old church records and would like to share it with you; 

 

Our Father, 

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us for the times when 

we take more of our fair share of 

the bread that belongs to all. 

Let us help you fill the starving with the good things, 

not with the scraps from our table. 

Teach us how to share what is not ours to keep. 

Clothe us with your love 

that we may complete each good 

work you created us to do. 

Place in our hearts your compassion 

for each starving child and 

use our little acts of love 

so that they starve no more.  Amen. 

  

 

Website: www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk  

 

Church of Scotland  Charity No. SC000958 

 

http://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/
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A Wish for New Year 
 

That you may have someone to love, 
have meaningful work to do 

and have things greater than yourself to 
believe in. 

That you have reason to smile every day 
and a shoulder to cry on when you need it. 
That you keep your integrity even when 

choices are hard; 
That you love deeply, 

give freely, forgive willingly 
laugh easily and live well enough 

to be grateful for every day. 
 

                                           Margaret B. Moss 
 

 
          

 


