
Diary: November                      December 

1  10.30 Makerstoun 

2   

3 10.30 Makerstoun  

4   

5   
6 Smailholm Fellowship 2pm  

7   

8  10.30 Stichill (Communion) 
9   
10 Remembrance Day, see pg. 3 Bridge Club 7pm 
11  Guild Christmas Social 2.30 

12 Bridge Club 7pm  
13 Guild 2.30pm  
14 Session Meeting 7pm  
15  10.30 Makerstoun 
16   

17 10.30 Makerstoun  

18 
 

  

19   

20 Roxburgh Fellowship 2pm  

21   
22  6.30pm Stichill Carol Service 
23   
24 10.30 Stichill 6.30pm Mak. C. Eve Service 
25   
26 Bridge Club 7pm  
27   
28   
29  10.30 Makerstoun 
30   
31   

   

   

       
    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ November/December, 2019 
Dear Friends, 

Remembrance Sunday is associated with an event which fewer and 

fewer of us can now recall. At 11:00 on the 11th November 1918, 

the noise of gunfire, which had filled the days and nights for nearly 

five years, was stilled. To those at the front, this dramatic silence 

seemed to have an almost divine quality that touched their hearts, 

and our two-minute silence on Remembrance Sunday stems from 

then.  

Yet this time of silence goes beyond that dreadful ‘war to end all 

wars’. It’s a time when we can all look forward to a day when all 

guns of war are stilled, and people live in peace. For we all stand on 

the brink of conflict as the troubles in the Middle East, remind us. 

This month we remember not just the dead of the past, but also the 

hope of peace in the future. And we remember the responsibility that 

we all have to work for peace and build peace. Whether that is 

through campaigning for climate change as Greta Thunberg has been 

doing so effectively or working for peace in our own families and 

communities by bringing people together and sharing love and 

community with all we come across. 
 

Stephen 
 

‘They shall not grow old, as we that are left 

grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the 

years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the 

morning  

                    We will remember them.’ 



Parish News and Updates 
www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk  The new KCC website is up and 

running and is a great improvement on the previous one.   It is clearly laid 

out and easy to find the information you are looking for. Warm thanks to 

Martin Worrall, Robert Monie David Harvey, Stephen Manners, Jim 

Smith and Liz Orr who have devoted much time and input to the project.  

Please have a look and let us know what you think. 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrated in Makerstoun Kirk this year.  The 

church looked beautiful and gifts of non-perishable foodstuffs were 

received and have been given to the food bank.  The retiring offering for 

Self-Help Africa raised £70.50.  The charity is dedicated to ending hunger 

and poverty in rural Africa. 
                                                                                                                                 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: there has been an 

excellent response to this year’s  appeal to fill 

Christmas boxes with useful, generous gifts for the 

charity, Blythswood Care.  A total of 97 festive 

boxes from KCC have been uplifted from the 

Knowes car park in Kelso and will soon be winging 

their way across Europe to destinations in Eastern 

European countries where the need is greatest, in 

time for Christmas.  
  

Kelso Food Bank: Following an appeal from Kelso Churches Together 

for funds to enable the food bank to continue providing short-term food 

aid for people experiencing financial hardship, KCC raised £216.48 

through retiring offerings and sales of Kathy Wilkie’s Christmas angels 

and jam.   The treasurer of KCT was delighted and wished to pass on their  

thanks to everyone.  
 

Makerstoun Concert: the church was ringing to the rafters with the 

sound of music when  St. Mary’s School Choir, Melrose, and ‘Mosaic’ 

from Kelso  made a return visit to entertain the audience with a musical 

extravaganza.  The Form 6 choir sang a varied choice of songs which 

demonstrated their ability, and instrumental soloists played cello, recorder 

and trombone.  Mosaic took us on a musical journey down memory lane in 

their programme of songs, traditional and modern, and the evening was 

rounded off with St Mary’s pupil playing bagpipes. 

Wine and canapes were served amid much chatter and getting to know 

each other.                                   
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             Appeal for singers for the Christmas Choir 
               
             We are hoping to have a KCC mixed choir for the Christmas    

             Service on Sunday, 22nd December at 6.30pm. and David Stark  

             has kindly agreed to coach us.  As in the past, no special musical  

            talent necessary, but a desire to make a tuneful, joyful sound and  

            have fun.  So come on, girls and boys, if you would like to be a  

            a part of our KCC Christmas, please speak to Stephen, David  or  

            Sophia and a few rehearsals will be arranged. 

                                                     

 

            From the Editor’s desk 

            I had hoped to have an update from  Connor Barclay, about his 

            work with young people in the Kelso area but that will happen in  

            next edition. 

            We have had a fulfilling year in the Country Churches and I would  

            like to thank everyone who has helped me with compiling the  

            Country Link by submitting stories, reports, book reviews, proof 

            reading, stapling, and delivering round the district. 

            This edition includes details of our services and activities during 

            November and Advent, and I hope it can reach more homes with a  

            personal invitation to join in the services. 
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New Website: www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk  
Scottish charity no. SC000958 

 

http://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/
http://www.kelsocountrychurches.org.uk/


                        As the Church 

of Scotland continues its 

challenging work on the three-

year radical action plan which 

was approved by this year’s 

General Assembly, we call on 

those from across the Church to 

join together in prayer. 

 

Each week, from late September 

until late November, new prayers written by people from across the Church of 

Scotland and our partners will be shared. This prayer was written by Rt Rev 

Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Jesus Christ 
You call us all to follow You 
in the adventure of faith. 
As we begin the process of change 
guided by Your spirit, 
help us to trust You. 

Help us to willingly let go 
of all “the ways we have always done things”, 
when it feels safer to shrink from changes that deeply affect us, 
back into what we have known. 
Inspire us to take risks, 
to creatively and courageously be Your church today: 
looking to You in worship, 
reaching into our communities 
venturing out in service. 

Bless the Church of Scotland 
as we seek to build Your Kingdom. 
Bless the Assembly Trustees in their tasks, 
bless the new Chief Officer when he takes up his post 
and help us all to see what we can do, together, 
to bring into being the Radical Action Plan. 

Let us renew our commitment to follow You 
as we step out in glad obedience. 
For Your name’s sake 
Amen 
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Preaching Plan for November/December 
 

        November 

         3rd  Makerstoun                         Rev Stephen Manners 

 

         10th              Remembrance Sunday  

              Makerstoun War Memorial   9.45am                 

               followed by service in  church 

              Smailholm War Memorial  11am 

              Nenthorn War Memorial     10am 

              Stichill War Memorial at 10.45am 

              followed by service in church 

              Roxburgh War Memorial      12noon 

              Hume War Memorial             12noon 

 

         17th  Makerstoun                       Rev Stephen Manners                 

 

          24th  Stichill                                 James Smith 
           

          December 

            1st   Makerstoun                         Rev Stephen Manners                    

          

            8th    Stichill     (Communion)    Rev Stephen Manners                  

 

           15th   Makerstoun                         Charles Orr 

 

           22nd     Stichill  (Service of Lessons & Carols at 6.30pm) 

  

            24th   Makerstoun  (Christmas Eve Service at 6.30pm) 

 

            29th    Makerstoun                           Sophia Duncan 

 

           January 2020 
              

              5th   Stichill                                      To be arranged  
            

         Services start at 10.30am unless otherwise stated. 
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https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/radical_action_plan


Christmas in Kelso Country Churches 
 

The season of Advent is drawing near and we are 

excited at the prospect of having our minister, to lead us 

through the time of planning and waiting for the 

anniversary of our Lord’s birth.  Stephen is keen to be 

hands on in our Christmas services and preparations, 

and Kath is willing  to help and be actively involved in 

any way she can.  Let us make sure  that they feel part of the church 

family. 
 

Roxburghshire Guilds Together are holding a service of Lessons and 

Carols in Kelso North Church on Sunday, 8th December at 2.30pm. 

All Guild groups in our Presbytery will be represented and will take 

part in the service.  Guild ladies, please note this date in your diaries. 
 

KCC Guild Christmas Social afternoon is on Wednesday, 11th 

December at 2.30pm in Stichill Church.  We look forward to 

welcoming back well known singing group ‘Mosaic’ to entertain us 

with their varied  repertoire of music. 

Everyone in our church family are invited, as well as visitors from 

other Guilds in our area, and invitations will go out to those in our own 

communities who find it difficult to attend church or social outings.  

Transport can be arranged. 

A festive tea will be served in the hall to round off what promises to be 

an entertaining afternoon.   
 

KCC Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols is on Sunday, 22nd 

December at 6.30pm.  (Please note there will be no service that 

morning)  Members of all four churches and hopefully the young ones 

will take part, and it all adds up to one of the highlights of our church 

year.  Mulled wine, mince pies and shortbread will be served in the hall 

so please put the date in your diary, come along and bring family and 

friends to this fitting way of heralding the start of Christmas week.  
 

Makerstoun Family Service   is on Christmas Eve at 6.30pm. This is 

always a joyful time and people of all ages are warmly welcomed. 

Roxburgh Village:  Residents will gather round the Christmas tree at 

6.30pm on Christmas Eve to sing carols.     4. 

Poets of the Great War – Siegfried  Sassoon 
Seigfried was a model soldier turned 

passionate pacifist and is remembered for 

his anti-war writing, which reflects 

shattered illusions about the glory and 

honour of warfare. 

After enlisting in May 1915, Sassoon soon 

gained an exemplary military record.  He 

was decorated twice, received the Military Cross for rescuing comrades 

during a raid on an enemy trench.  As he experienced the horrors of 

trench warfare and witnessed the deaths of loved ones - including his 

brother Hamo at Gallipoli – Sassoon became increasingly disillusioned 

with war.  His poetry reflected this; where once it had been romantic, it 

grew increasingly harsh, mocking and cynical. 

In April 1917, while recuperating in a military hospital bed, he 

constructed one of his most scathing poems about the ineptitude of the 

top military brass – called ‘The General’: 
  

“Good morning, good morning!” the General said 

when we met him last week on our way to the line. 

Now the soldiers he smiled at are most of ‘em dead, 

and we’re cursing his staff for incompetent swine. 

“He’s a cheery old card,” grunted Harry to Jack 

as they slogged up to Arras with rifle and pack. 

But he did for them both by his plan of attack. 
 

This did not go down well with his superiors.  However, the army 

was reluctant to publicly punish a well-known soldier with 

impressive military record.  Instead they sent him to Edinburgh’s 

Craiglockart Hospital to be treated for shell shock.  It was here that 

he met Wilfred Owen, another well-known poet, and so began a 

fruitful and creative relationship which would become a great 

influence on Owen’s work. 

Sassoon survived the war and went on to a successful career writing 

both poetry and prose and died in 1967.  His wartime experiences 

had a lasting influence on his work. 
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A heart-warming Christmas Story                      
George worked for the Post Office and his job was to process all the 

mail that had illegible addresses.  One day just before Christmas, a 

letter arrived on his desk addressed in shaky handwriting: “To God”.  

George opened the letter and read; 

Dear God, 

I am a  93 year old widow living on the State pension.  Yesterday, 

someone  stole my purse.  It had £100 in it which was all the money I 

had and no pension due till after Christmas.  Next week is Christmas 

and I had invited two friends over for Christmas lunch.  Without that 

money, I cannot buy food.  I have no family to turn to and you are my 

only hope.  God, can you please help me? 

George was really touched, and he put a copy of the letter on the staff 

notice board of the sorting office where he worked.  The letter touched 

the other postmen and they all dug into their pockets and had a whip 

round.  Between them they raised £95.  Using an officially franked Post 

Office envelope, they sent the cash on to the old lady, and for the rest 

of the day, all the workers felt a warm glow thinking of the good thing 

they had done. 

Christmas came and went.  A few days later, another letter simply 

addressed “To God”, landed in the sorting office.  Many of the postmen 

gathered round while George opened the letter.  It read; 

Dear God, 

How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me?  I was able 

to give my friends a lovely lunch.  We had a very nice day and I told my 

friends about your wonderful gift, and we were filled with joy.  

By the way, there was £5 missing.  I think it must have been those 

thieving fellows at the Post Office!  
 

A Christmas Blessing 
God bless the father of this house, 

and God bless the mother. 

God bless the sister of this house 

and God bless the brother. 

God bless family and friends 

who live both far and near, 

 and a happy Christmas to you all 

and a peaceful New Year.                                   

 Guild News 
                                 ONE JOURNEY, MANY ROADS. 

Sunday, 27th October was a special day in the Guild calendar when we 

marked the 90th anniversary of the inauguration of Stichill and Hume 

Woman’s Guild.   

In true Guild tradition, some of our ladies planned and took part in the 

service in Stichill Church thus sharing the load, and expressing our 

faith in worship, prayer and action.   

Although numbers are less than when membership reached 160,000 in 

the thirties, there is much to celebrate about the achievements of the 

national Guild movement, and it is heartening to know that through all 

the changes and challenges which have taken place in the church, 

nationally and locally, the Guild group  in Stichill is still going strong.  

 

Following the service, a simple lunch was served in the church hall.  

Four pots of delicious soup were heartily 

enjoyed, followed by tea, coffee and 

birthday cake. 

Thanks to Jim Smith, a display of 

photographs of the places, people and 

events of this community over the last 90 

years was  displayed around the walls, and 

this caused much interest and reminiscing.  

There were also photos of Guild outings over the years and fond 

anecdotes and events remembered. 
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Meet the Minister 
This article is written so that you can 

know a little about my background and 

the people and places that have had an 

impact on my life and faith. 
I was born in the town of Dumfries and 

spent the first 18 years of my life there. 

People assume that I must have been 

brought up in a church family as I am a 

minister and that I must have always 

gone to church. I didn’t. I started to go to 

church because my dinner lady invited me to join the Cubs of which she 

was Akela and from there I started to go to Sunday School in the days 

when lots of kids went (more than 100 at Lochside Church). 

But while I attended this church I met many people who had a big impact 

on my faith and life. Douglas Nicol was the first minister that I really 

knew. He and his wife Anne did so much to witness to me of what it 

meant to have a living faith in and a personal relationship with Jesus. They 

put a lot of time and effort in supporting me and my friends and 

encouraging us in our faith. 

A young couple joined our church and led our youth fellowship. Again 

they made time for us and invested a lot of themselves in us, taking us to 

various Christian events and other churches so that we could see and 

experience the faith that other folk had. And I know that they prayed 

regularly for us. 

When I was 18 I had the opportunity to go to America for the summer and 

work in the First Presbyterian Church, Fresno in California. That was a 

life changing summer for me and I am still in touch with some of the 

people I met then all those years ago. I learned so much about sharing my 

faith by serving and caring for others. So much about welcoming and 

making people feel comfortable. I learned how details are important. 

Again it was the personal faith in Jesus I saw in people that had an impact 

on my own life and faith and the loving, serving nature I saw in so many 

people. 
On returning from the States I set off to Glasgow to go to University 

where I would be studying for the next 8 years. While in Glasgow I 

attended Wellington Church and was very involved in the large Youth 

Fellowship that met on a Sunday evening. I met Kath soon after moving to 

Glasgow but it was many years before we got together. She saw me as  

just a wee boy of 18 – she’d already completed her degree and was just 

starting teacher training at Jordanhill. 

It was when I was about 15 that my path to becoming a minister began and 

so my choice of a first degree was made hoping that I was going to go on 

to study Divinity as a second degree and eventually that I would become a 

Church of Scotland minister. I studied Social Sciences for three years, 

then trained for 2 years as a psychiatric nurse before resuming my studies 

at Glasgow when I entered the Divinity Department. 

It is now 30 years since I was ordained as a minister and in that time I 

have worked in various parishes. The first was in the Tron Kirk, Moredun 

in Edinburgh where I was for 14 years. I then felt called by God to leave 

that charge but was not called to go anywhere else. Both Kath and I had to 

put a great deal of faith in our loving heavenly Father as without a job we 

would have no house and no income as Kath was not in paid employment 

at that time. We saw and experienced many miracles in the next couple of 

years and God richly blessed us and took care of us. He helped us  to get a 

house and Kath to get a job so that we could take care of our 4 young 

children. 

I had a break from ministry for a few years before going back part time in 

Craigmillar in Edinburgh. Then I got a full time post as Associate Minister 

in Craigsbank Church. When that job came to an end, God called us again 

to put our trust in Him and led us all the way up to South Ronaldsay in 

Orkney where we had 5 happy years serving God. 

For family reasons it was important that we returned to Edinburgh and I 

was unsure about what to do next and felt that I was a bit young to 

consider being retired.  

In working for a year supporting Tom Kisitu and the congregation of St 

Nicholas Sighthill, I was encouraged to keep looking for a new charge and 

affirmed by them that I still had a lot to offer as a minister. 

And so finally God led me here and after application and interview I had 

the great joy in being called by you to come and be your minister and 

serve among you. This is not a full time appointment and I will be away 

from the parish 2 days a week, but I am committed to serving you and 

giving of myself to you, walking alongside you on the journey of faith 

going wherever God leads us. 

“Come as living stones, and let yourselves be used in building the 

spiritual temple, where you will serve as holy priests to offer 

spiritual and acceptable sacrifices to God through Jesus 

Christ.” 1 Peter 2.5             7. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 

 

 

 

 

  

 


