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The links between the lectionary readings for this week’s service 

The Gospel and Old Testament readings are both concerned with the ways in which the people of God 
who bring the message of God are received by others. As such, they demonstrate that the reception is 
not always positive, but, at the end of the age, there will be profound consequences for the recipients. 
The Romans’ passage discusses the response of the believer to their new status in Christ; should they 
continue to live as they used to, effectively remaining slaves to sin? Or should they act in the way 
appropriate to their new status and consider themselves slaves of righteousness? Each of these 
options will also have consequences at the end-time. 

Ask yourselves these questions as you read 
1) What is this passage about? 
2) What do I hear God’s Spirit saying to me as I read? 
3) What change do I need to make in my life from what I have heard God say? 

Take some time in prayer to prepare yourself to read and time in prayer and reflection after reading. 

Prayer of approach 

God, you know our every thought, 
every feeling in our hearts, 
every passion in our souls, 
every burden that we carry; 
thank you for loving us just as we are.  
Speak to us now as we read your word, 
And change our hearts, Amen. 

Monday - Matthew 10.40-42 

This short excerpt, which closes the block of Jesus’ teaching on mission in Matthew’s Gospel, mirrors 
the beginning of last week’s Gospel reading (10.24-39). That passage began (10.24-25) by discussing 
how those who reject Jesus will act the same way towards his followers. This week’s verses discuss 
how those who respond positively to the disciples will be understood to have welcomed Jesus. 
Moreover, in a line that demonstrates a high view of Christ, those who welcome Jesus are understood 
to be welcoming the one who sent him; that is, God the Father. Jesus is God’s mediator. 
If the welcome is made on the basis that the one received is a prophet or a righteous person, then the 
host might expect a reward; it is not clear if that is the reward due to a prophet/righteous person 
themselves, or that which a prophet might give to those who receive them (as seen in some Old 
Testament stories – e.g. 1 Kings 17.8-24; 2 Kings 4.8-37). Either way, it is a promise of reward and this 
is probably intended in the sense of a consequence at the end of the age. 
The passage highlights again the importance, in that culture, of offering hospitality. The reference to 
giving water, which was the basic requirement of hospitality then as now (and for which no reward 
would be expected), is echoed in Matthew 25.35-40, speaking of the time ‘when the Son of Man 
comes in his glory’. Jesus welcomes and rewards those who, in giving a drink to one of his ‘brothers’, 
are viewed as having ministered to Jesus himself. 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Tuesday - Jeremiah 28. 5-9 

Closing prayer 

Show me your way;  
help me to know your truth,  
and to live your life. Amen 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/matthew/10.html
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4482
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/jeremiah/28.html


In Jeremiah 27, we learnt that Jeremiah had been told by God to make himself a yoke, put it round his 
neck and prophesy to the king of Judah, and other local kings, that they should submit themselves to 
the rule of Nebuchadnezzar (to wear Nebuchadnezzar’s yoke) as this was God’s will. 
Rejecting this message, another prophet, Hananiah, had prophesied the breaking of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s yoke by God. This week’s passage gives us Jeremiah’s response: he would love 
Hananiah to be right, but will believe it only when he sees it – the proof, or not, of Hananiah’s status as 
a prophet will be shown in the way that events work out. (In what follows, Hananiah breaks the 
physical yoke around Jeremiah’s neck, Jeremiah prophesies Hananiah’s death and Hananiah dies 
within the year.) 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Wednesday - Romans 6. 12-23 

The passage from Romans follows on from last week’s, so the ‘therefore’ with which it starts relates to 
the points made there (6.1b-11), and Paul continues to draw out consequences for the expected 
actions of the believers. Again, he poses a rhetorical question: ‘Should we sin?’ – and again answers 
himself, ‘By no means!’ (v.15). Throughout this passage Paul speaks of sin as if it were a person or 
agency, using the picture language of slavery, an institution with which his hearers were very familiar. 
Once, he tells them, they were effectively slaves to sin – it was their master or owner (v.16). They lived 
in an impure way, the only reward, or ‘wages’ (v.23), for which was death. 
He speaks of the parts, or members, of their bodies being used for sinful acts. In contrast, Paul says, 
believers are now no longer slaves to sin and heading towards death, but slaves to God – and that 
ends in ‘eternal life’ (or, the life of the age to come). So, their bodies should be made available to be 
used by God; they should act as slaves of righteousness instead of sin (v.19). 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Thursday - Psalm 89.1-4,15-18 

God’s faithful love, and our thanksgiving praise, are companions for the long haul: ‘from age to age’, 
‘for ever’, ‘for all generations’. In this unimaginable passing of time, God’s people keep close to God 
on a much more human scale – walking in God’s light, they ‘rejoice daily’ because of this covenant 
relationship. We are part of this relationship, so we too join in the song of praise as it runs through 
God’s people. So an upbeat, rejoicing setting would be best today.  

To listen to this psalm being sung go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6WRFqPQl30 
  
For further reading check out Working preacher.  

Friday - Read the passage that is the focus for this Sunday’s sermon James 3.1-12 

For further reading check out Working preacher.  

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4501
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/romans/6.html
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4497
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/psalms/89.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6WRFqPQl30
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4495
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/james/3.html
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3776



