
Bible	study	notes	for	July	6th	to	10th	
 © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2020. Reproduced with permission. 

The links between the lectionary readings for this week’s service 

There are surprises in our readings for this week. In the midst of foreign occupation, Zechariah finds 
hope for a coming kingdom with a king who is humble, brings peace and sets prisoners free. Both 
John the Baptist and Jesus confounded the expectations of Israel at that time, and Jesus praises his 
Father for the unexpected way in which the wisdom of God is revealed to the weak and powerless, 
rather than the mighty or learned. 

Ask yourselves these questions as you read 
1) What is this passage about? 
2) What do I hear God’s Spirit saying to me as I read? 
3) What change do I need to make in my life from what I have heard God say? 

Take some time in prayer to prepare yourself to read and time in prayer and reflection after reading. 

Prayer of approach 

God, you know our every thought, 
every feeling in our hearts, 
every passion in our souls, 
every burden that we carry; 
thank you for loving us just as we are.  
Speak to us now as we read your word, 
And change our hearts, Amen. 

Monday - Matthew 11.16-19,25-30 

These two Gospel portions are from the narrative following the teaching on mission. Jesus has just 
responded to the questions that John the Baptist sent by way of his disciples; John had been 
wondering if Jesus was the expected Messiah, and Jesus answers by listing the acts of power he has 
been doing (11.4-5). Jesus speaks to the crowd about John’s role as a prophet and then continues, 
with the first passage here (vv.16-19), to compare the responses of ‘this generation’ of Israel to both 
John and Jesus himself. Neither of them had satisfied popular expectations. John’s ascetic lifestyle 
had led to accusations that he had a demon, while Jesus’ nonascetic habits of eating and drinking 
suggested he was self-indulgent (Proverbs 23.20), and his choice of social contacts was highly 
questionable! The people were difficult to please; neither Jesus nor John met their expectations. In a 
manner similar to his response to John’s disciples, Jesus points to his deeds as evidence for his 
character (see the personified figure of God’s Wisdom in Proverbs 8). 

The second portion (vv.25-30) picks up the narrative where Jesus praises God for hiding the 
implications of his ministry from those who might be expected to understand things, and for revealing 
the importance of Jesus, and the appearance of the kingdom of heaven, to those who were not 
considered wise or sophisticated, namely infants. In that culture children were viewed as vulnerable, 
dependent and socially marginal; in other words, they were among the weakest and most insignificant 
in society. These were not those to whom one might think of sending an important message, such as 
the appearance of the kingdom of God. Verse 27 makes an important point concerning Christ; here, 
Jesus states clearly his place as a mediator between God and the people. 

The last few verses use the metaphor of a yoke; this was a structure, usually made of wood, that could 
be worn over the neck and shoulders of animals or humans, and was used to make it easier to pull or 
carry heavy loads. It could be used as picture language for being oppressed (e.g. Isaiah 58.6) or 
linked to another (e.g. Numbers 25.3). However, some Jewish writings used it to speak of putting 

Closing prayer 

Show me your way;  
help me to know your truth,  
and to live your life. Amen 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/matthew/11.html


oneself under instruction to God’s instructions for life in the Torah (commonly translated ‘Law’) or 
God’s wisdom; something similar would seem to be the meaning intended here, since Jesus speaks of 
people learning from him. 

We can also see some possible echoes of the story of Moses. Moses was described as humble 
(Numbers 12.3); God knew him and promised him rest (Exodus 33.12-14). It has been suggested that 
throughout the Gospel, and not least in the presentation of Jesus as teacher of Israel, Matthew is 
presenting him as the second and greater Moses. 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Tuesday - Zechariah 9.9-12 

Zechariah lived in the sixth century before Christ, after the exile, when some of the people of Israel 
had returned to their ancestral lands but were under foreign rule. 
This week’s excerpt is grouped with other oracles speaking of God ruling the nations, and promises a 
future restoration of Israel – however unlikely that might have seemed at that time. Christians see it as 
pointing towards Jesus, and it features in accounts of the entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21.4-5; John 
12.14- 15). Although riding on a small animal is often seen as a sign of humility, it was not uncommon 
for elite people to ride such animals (see 2 Samuel 16.2). Nevertheless, not using a warhorse does 
imply a liberating king coming in peace. 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Wednesday - Romans 7.15-25a 

As in last week’s reading, Paul here again personifies ‘sin’. Sin makes it impossible for humans to 
please God; people are in slavery to sin and tend to act according to their natural life, even if they wish 
to please God in everything. In Christ, however, they can know freedom from slavery to sin. This 
passage expresses some of the tension felt within Christian life.  

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Thursday - Psalm 145.8-14 

We are more used to asking God for a blessing than raising our voices to bless God ourselves, but 
that is what this psalm is about. All God’s creatures praise and bless God, proclaiming his goodness 
and mercy to the whole world. The question for us today is: do we live out God’s goodness and mercy 
as we live in the world? And, if we live it, do we also make God known? 

For further reading check out Working preacher 

To listen to this psalm click on the link below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwJ3cFFcqDE 

Friday - Read the passage that is the focus for this Sunday’s sermon James 3.13 - 4.10 

For further reading check out Working preacher.  

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4502
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/zechariah/9.html
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4505
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/romans/7.html
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4498
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/psalms/145.html
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4506
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwJ3cFFcqDE
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/james/3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/james/4.html
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3784



