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The whole world changed 

Mark 1.4-11 - This passage is the first appearance 
of Jesus as an adult and comes at the beginning of 
his ministry. His baptism is a new beginning and a 
transformation. John the baptizer says that he is 
not worthy to untie Jesus’ shoes. He recognises that 
Jesus will be able to do much greater things by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

This week’s readings are given alongside the account 
of the beginning of everything from the opening 
chapter of Genesis, and a story about the Holy 
Spirit and new beginnings from Acts. Our new 

beginnings come through the forgiveness God offers, 
which is not just the once in a lifetime event of our baptism, but all the forward-looking 
opportunities that God offers us each and every day.  

In this week’s readings we continue to explore the opportunity for a new beginning that 
comes with Jesus. 

Ask yourselves these questions as you read 
1) What is this passage about? 
2) What do I hear God’s Spirit saying to me as I read? 
3) What change do I need to make in my life from what I have heard God say? 

Take some time in prayer to prepare yourself to read and time in prayer and reflection after reading. 

God of all the world,  
we come to your Word to be changed,  
to be challenged  
and to feel cherished  
by your Son, Jesus, who is the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 



Monday - Mark 1:4-11 

Mark announces his Gospel as ‘The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God’ (v.1). 
He sets the scene for transformation by telling the story of John the Baptist, who fulfils Isaiah’s 
prophecy and makes the preparations. These are impressive in themselves. Mark describes crowds of 
people thronging from all directions to find John in the desert and seek his baptism. But this is only the 
prologue. John’s ministry reaches its climax with the announcement of the one who will baptize with 
water and the Holy Spirit – and then Jesus appears. 

The whole passage centres on new beginnings. The first sentence of the Gospel spells out the way in 
which the world is entirely changed, now that Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, is present. Mark 
goes on to describe the ways in which this new life is made real. People are offered the opportunity for 
a fresh start. The Greek word usually translated ‘repentance’ (v.4) carries the sense of ‘a change of 
mind’ or ‘a change of heart’. It relates far more to the promise of a new future than to mulling over the 
sins of the past. But this is only stage one of the new life into which God invites us. 
 

O God, when Jesus was baptized, you 
spoke of your love for him. You showed 
your love for us through Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. By the power of the 
cross, the darkness of our wrongdoing is 
banished by the light of your loving 
forgiveness. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

The baptism of Jesus is also a moment of new beginning. Though there is nothing for Jesus to repent 
of (see Matthew 3.14), this is a new stage in his life too, as he moves away from the hidden years in 
Nazareth and begins his active ministry. At his baptism, God does something amazing. People of 
Jesus’ time tended to imagine a rigid, unbreakable barrier dividing earth and heaven, one that made it 
impossible for humanity to reach God. Now this barrier is torn apart (v.10) and God’s Spirit comes 
powering through, like a descending dove. The world is indeed changed and those who experience 
Jesus’ baptism in the Spirit will begin to discover what that means. 

1. Other accounts of Jesus’ baptism note that “the people were filled with expectation….” Here at the 
beginning of a New Year, with what expectations are you filled?  What are your hopes and 
expectations concerning God’s role in your life?  What are your hopes and expectations for yourself? 

2. “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” This is the voice Jesus hears from 
heaven.  We all need to have a sense of belonging, a sense of being cherished. While we can 
understand why God would speak words of such affirmation and assurance to Jesus, many of us 
suspect that God feels very differently about us. If God were to speak a word to you from heaven, 
what do you imagine God would say? Is God most interested in “improving” or “correcting” you, or is 
God trying to communicate this same sense of love and belonging to you? 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/mark/1.html
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/baptism-of-our-lord-2/49243


Tuesday - Genesis 1:1-5 

At the very beginning of the story of God’s outpouring of life, we find this powerful evocation of the 
dawn of everything, with its description of emptiness and darkness suddenly transformed by the word 
of God. 

It is a thrilling moment, as light erupts from the chaos and the life of creation takes off. 
Integral to this process is the ‘wind from God’. Scholars offer a range of possibilities in translating this 
phrase, including: ‘storm from God’; ‘breath of God’; ‘spirit of God’. All these options enrich our 
understanding of the dynamic flow of God’s life, kindling creation. 

Yet, in this moment of new life, there is also separation from God. Creation, summed up so far only in 
the light, is something that God can look at – there is a critical distance between creation and creator. 
God evaluates the light and finds it good, but the gap remains, and creation will remain separate until 
God tears the barrier down and comes to live the life of humanity in Jesus. 

In the beginning - as we begin another lockdown that will last at least all of January what new 
beginnings do we look forward to? 

Signs of spring coming are everywhere - snowdrops out especially - take some time to reflect on the 
hope that spring brings, new life. Reflect on hope for the future not just the devastation of this past 
year. 
 

Loving God,  
you have given us a world to care for  
and people to love.  
Keep us mindful of what you call us to do  
and not to neglect your creation  
or our fellow human beings.  
Help us to make new beginnings for 
ourselves 
and for others – in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Wednesday - Acts 19:1-7 

Luke has just introduced the evangelist Apollos, who worked with the church in Corinth (that Paul had 
founded – see 1 Corinthians 1.12; 3.6). As an evangelist, Apollos had many strengths – accuracy, 
burning enthusiasm (Acts 18.25) – but also one limitation. He was not familiar with the baptism of the 
Spirit, and so these Ephesian disciples knew only John’s baptism of repentance. 

Paul offered the Ephesians completion of what Apollos had begun. He baptized them in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, recalling his words to the Corinthians  (1 Corinthians 12.3) in which he explains that it 
is only the gift of the Spirit that enables people to say, ‘Jesus is Lord’. Baptism was followed 
immediately by evidence of their new life through gifts of the Spirit. These give shape to the disciples’ 
new relationship with God through the intimacy of speaking in tongues and the public proclamation of 
prophecy. Their baptism enables them to speak to God and to their community in new ways. 

In a time of reflection now pray that the Spirit would help you discern who you should be proclaming 
God’s message too. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/genesis/1.html
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/baptism-of-our-lord-2/commentary-on-genesis-11-5-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/acts/19.html


Lord, help us to be open to your prompting  
as we seek to discover what you would have us be and do.  
Remind as again and again that you have promised to be 
our  
guide and companion on our journey. 
Help us to look forward with renewed commitment, 
and bless our thinking and speaking and doing. 
In your name. Amen. 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Thursday - Psalm 29 

Each pair of verses in this psalm takes the picture of a storm and uses it as a metaphor for God’s 
stunning power. Thunder, lightning, and wind that sends trees crashing to the ground – all these are 
signs of the breathtaking might of God. Yet the series of images ends with a picture of God in stillness, 
sitting enthroned above the flood, the throne perhaps reflected in tranquil water in the calm after the 
storm. The prayer that closes the psalm asks both for strength and for peace, God’s attributes 
reflected in the life of God’s people. 

When we hear on the news of extreme flooding or a hurricane, the reporter usually talks in hushed 
tones about the power of nature. What we are seeing is an image of God’s power. So when we sing 
this psalm, we can think back to the force of wind and water against which humans are frail and 
powerless, but above which God sits in power and splendour, not indifferent to suffering, but ready to 
give his people strength.  

God speaks loudly and clearly but we don’t always hear His voice. Take time to listen for God 
speaking to you? What is He saying? Will you respond? 

“The voice of the Lord is heard on the seas; the 
glorious God thunders, and his voice echoes over 
the ocean.” Psalm 29.3 

Loving Father, there are so many examples of 
Your great glory and majesty – and yet You are 
interested in me, Your child. Help me attune my 
ear to hear Your voice, that I may live humbly and 
walk wisely before You, in spirit and truth. In 
Jesus' name Amen. 

For further reading check out Working preacher. 

Friday - Reflect on the past week’s studies and thinking. 

What have you learned?  

Where have you clearly heard the Holy Spirit speaking to you?  

What are you going to change in your life going ahead? 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/baptism-of-our-lord-2/commentary-on-acts-191-7-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/psalms/29.html
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/baptism-of-our-lord-2/commentary-on-psalm-29-17


God, through your might and power the world was created, and through it now the world is 
changed, and ever changing. We read in the Scriptures of how you changed people’s lives. We 
hear it in the stories of saints old and new. We know it through the experience and lives of our 
own communities. We thank and praise you for all that you have done through the changes you 
have made – and are still making – in our lives. We thank and praise you for the gift of your Holy 
Spirit who gives us – your people – strength, and the blessing of peace. Amen. 
   

Saturday - Read the passage that is the focus for this weeks service - John 1.43-51 

Which verse stands out to you? 

Ask God’s Spirit to speak to you as you reflect on this passage over the weekend. 

Loving God, 
speak to us 
through the words of the Bible; 
speak to us 
through the words of our friends, 
that we may call others 
to come and listen too. 
Amen.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/gnt/john/1.html

