
Diary: September                     October 

1 10.30 Makerstoun  

2  Smailholm Fellowship 2pm 

3   

4 Presbytery KNChurch 6.30  

5   
6  10.30 Makerstoun  (H.Communion) 

7   

8 10.30 Stichill Bridge 7pm (church hall) 
9  Guild 2.30pm (church hall) 
10   
11   

12 Session Meeting 7pm  
13  10.30 Stichill 
14   
15 10.30 Makerstoun  
16  Roxburgh Fellowship 2pm 

17   

18 
 

Roxburgh fellowship 2pm  

19   

20  10.30 Makerstoun (Harvest) 

21   
22 10.30 Stichill Bridge 7pm 
23   
24   
25   
26   
27  10.30 Stichill Guild Service 
28   
29 10.30 Stichill  
30   
31   
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      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ September/October, 2019 

The journey has begun. And I want to thank all 

those who have helped me get this far. Also, I 

want to thank you all for the gifts presented to 

us on the night of the induction. There are so 

many lovely walks in this area and we hope we 

will have the opportunity of walking them with 

you. The book will help us learn more about St 

Cuthbert and about pilgrimage. 

Many people have helped me on my journey of faith, some of whom were 

with us at the induction service. Douglas Nicol, my minister in Lochside, 

Dumfries who sadly couldn’t make it, particularly helped me on the way 

of faith. He, his wife Anne and many of their friends who came to help 

him, showed me by their lives what it meant to have a living faith in Jesus 

and how to walk with Jesus on the journey of faith. 

Our faith journey is not one that we do alone. St Cuthbert’s first choice 

would always have been to be alone. He spent the last years of his life in a 

hermitage, on his own, but it seems with lots of people visiting him! 

Paul’s first choice would have been to escape earth and go to heaven to be 

with Jesus –  
 I am pulled in two directions. I want very much to leave this life and be with 

Christ, which is a far better thing; but for your sake it is much more 

important that I remain alive. I am sure of this, and so I know that I will stay. 

I will stay on with you all, to add to your progress and joy in the faith,” 

Philippians 1.23-25  

I’ve come here to serve you as your minister, to walk the journey of 

discipleship with you and hopefully to enable you to become stronger in 

your faith and closer to Jesus. I want to be alongside you and to encourage 

you as so many people have done for me.  
‘My deep desire and hope is that I shall never fail in my duty, but that at all 

times, and especially right now, I shall be full of courage, so that with my 

whole being I shall bring honour to Christ,’ Philippians 1.20  

Yours, Stephen 



 Parish News and Updates 
We have a minister! Rev. Stephen Manners 

was inducted into the charge of Kelso 

Country Churches on 23rd August and he and 

his wife Kath, and  two of their daughters 

were joined by many friends from previous 

churches he has been minister of, so there 

was much catching up with old friends as 

well as meeting members of Presbytery and 

our ain folk.                                                        Minister and Helen Howden 

Gwen Mabon sang two of our favourite hymns to start off the social 

evening that followed the induction service, and our Interim Moderator, 

Helen Howden and the KCC Nominating committee  were thanked for 

leading us through the process of calling a minister.  The Worship Team 

were also presented with a token of the congregation’s appreciation for 

their work in leading worship over many years.  Stephen was presented 

with a walking stick and his wife with a book on St Cuthbert’s Way which 

tells us that they love walking in the countryside. Then we moved to the  

hall where a typical KCC feast was laid out for all to enjoy. And there was  

much chatter as visitors and locals got to know each other. 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: It will soon be time to fill shoeboxes for 

Blythswood Care Christmas appeal.  It is 20 years since the first 

consignment of boxes filled with gifts (a few hundred) were delivered 

from Scotland to children’s homes and hospitals in Eastern Europe in time 

for Christmas.  Last year, over 107,000 boxes were distributed to people in 

need in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Serbia and 

Ukraine, and they bring comfort, warmth and joy to people who would 

otherwise not receive a present at Christmas.  Once again, Kathy and 

David Wilkie have been busy covering lots of shoeboxes with festive 

paper and storing them in their attic in readiness.  There will be boxes with 

checklists enclosed in Makerstoun and Stichill churches in 

September/October so please take one (or two) home to fill ahead of the 

deadline of the end of October.  Please note that all gifts must be new. 

Kelso Food Bank: There is ongoing need for donations of foodstuffs at 

the food bank.  Suitable items include cereals, pasta, tins of soup, meat, 

tomatoes,  potatoes, and fruit, teabags, biscuits, jam.  All food donations 

can be handed into Stichill or Makerstoun churches, or food bank 

receptacles in Sainsbury and the Coop.  Thank you.        
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Andrew’s farewell 

 
 We could not let Andrew Nicholson 

leave us to return to Northern Ireland 

without telling him how much we in 

KCC have enjoyed his friendship and 

appreciated his active involvement in 

the life of our churches, and in the local 

community, so we did just that over tea 

and cake (and more) at Robert and 

Rosalind’s house.  

    Andrew enjoyed living in the manse for these last few months and        

Charlie Orr just happened to have a print of a painting he had done 

some years ago of the view from Stichill manse and this was 

presented to him.  Andrew said that he had gone to several churches 

when he first came to the Scottish Borders, but felt immediately at    

home in Stichill Church.   He enjoyed exploring the countryside on 

foot and on bike, was a constant supporter of the varied musical 

scene in the Borders, and I for one will miss him giving me a book 

review for the Country Link at short notice.  Thank you Andrew. 
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                           A Prayer for Harvest 
 

Dear Lord, 

Once more we have celebrated the harvest, 

Brought our gifts, sung our hymns and 

remembered our Creator. 

Lord of the harvest, give us one more gift. 

Help us to remember this festival throughout 

the coming year of ploughing, sowing, feeding, 

reaping. 

Every time we eat a meal, remind us of your blessings, 

Every time we see a need, give us a sense of sharing. 

Every time we enjoy your creation, 

Fill us with thanks and praise. 

So that when we gather again next harvest-time, 

We shall know that you have sustained us, 

And we have lived and given ourselves to you. 

                                                                               Amen. 

Extract from Ode to Autumn 

 

Seasons of mists and mellow fruitfulness. 

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

with fruit, 

 the vines that round the thatch-eaves run; 

To bend with apples with mossed cottage-

trees, and fill all fruit 

with ripeness to the core; 

           To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 

   with a sweet kernel; 

    to set budding more and still more, 

  later flowers for the bees, 

  until they think warm days will never cease 

    for summer has o’er-brimmed their clammy cells. 

                                                                     John Keats  
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Preaching Plan for September/October 
 

       September 

         1st   Makerstoun                         Rev Stephen Manners 

 

         8th  Stichill                                   David Harvey 

                               

         15th  Makerstoun                       Rev Stephen Manners                 

 

          22nd   Stichill                                 James Smith 

 

          29th   Stichill                              Rev Stephen Manners 
 

          October 

            6th   Makerstoun  (Communion) Rev Stephen Manners                    

          

           13th    Stichill                                Rev Stephen Manners                  

 

           20th   Makerstoun      (Harvest)       Charlie Orr 

 

           27th     Stichill       (Guild Service)  Sophia Duncan 
 

          November 

             3rd      Makerstoun                       Rev Stephen Manners  

    

        The Fellowship Group 
Our gatherings at Roxburgh and Smailholm churches are continuing - do 

come along if you would enjoy a cuppa, gentle discussion on a “thought 

for the day”, and quiet prayer. Meetings generally last no longer than an 

hour.  

Future meetings for the next few months will be at 2pm on the following 

Wednesdays and everyone is welcome to come along, whether you can 

only make it occasionally or are able to attend each time.  
 

Wed 4th September – Smailholm Church 

Wed 18th September – Roxburgh Church                    

Wed  2nd October    -  Smailholm Church 

Wed 16th October   -    Roxburgh  Church      
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A Meeting with God 
 

A little boy wanted to meet God.  He knew it was a long trip to where 

God lived so he packed his backpack with some sandwiches and six 

small bottles of juice and started on his journey, 

When he had gone about three streets, he met an elderly man in the 

park just feeding some pigeons. 

The boy sat down next to him and opened his backpack.  He was about 

to take a drink from his bottle when he noticed the man looked hungry, 

so he offered him a sandwich.  The man gratefully accepted it and 

smiled at the boy.  His smile was so pleasant that the boy offered him 

one of his bottles of juice.  Again, the man smiled at him.  The boy was 

delighted.  They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, but they 

never said a word. 

As it grew dark the boy realised how 

tired he was and he got up to leave, 

but, before he had gone more than a 

few steps he turned around, ran back to 

the man, and gave him a big hug. 

The man gave him his biggest smile 

ever. 

When the boy opened the door to his own house a short while later, his 

mother was surprised by the look of joy on his face.  She asked him, 

“What did you do today that made you so happy?”  He replied, “I had 

lunch with God” but before his mother could respond, he added, “You 

know what?  God’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen.” 

Meanwhile, the elderly man also radiant with joy, returned home.  His 

son was stunned to see the look of peace on his father’s face and asked, 

“Dad, what did you do today to make you so happy?”  He replied, “I 

ate sandwiches in the park with God.”  However, before his son 

responded, he added, “You know, he’s a lot younger that I expected.” 

 

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, 

a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all 

of which has potential to turn a life around.  People come into our lives 

for a reason, a season or a lifetime; embrace them all equally. 

 

                                                   4. 

Book review 
                          

ELIF SHAFAK 
 

This is really a novel inside a novel.  Ella 

Rubenstein is an American married to 

David for twenty years.  She appears to be 

a typical American housewife, whose life 

revolves around her family, but she 

realises, gradually that she isn’t happy, that her life feels empty. She no 

longer loves her husband who has frequent affairs, and her life is a 

sham. She has a new job as a proof reader, and the first book she reads 

is about Rumi and Shams of Tabriz.  Rumi is America’s favourite poet.  

He was a Sufi living in 13th Century Konya.  As Ella reads the book she 

becomes totally involved with, and intrigued by, Rumi and Shams.  She 

contacts the author, and the story unfolds around these two 

relationships – Ella and the author, Aziz, and Rumi and Shams.  Rumi 

and Shams are both Sufis – Sufism is the mystical side of Islam, 

possibly most famous for the whirling Dervishes. 
 

The Rules are spread throughout the book, and are really a summation 

of spiritual guidance, for instance, one says: “Fret not where the road 

will take you. Instead concentrate on the first step. That’s the hardest 

part, and that’s what you are responsible for. Once you take that step, 

let everything do what it naturally does and the rest will follow. Do not 

go with the flow. Be the flow.” 
 

I found this a fascinating book. It is well written, and gives a good 

picture of life in 13th Century Turkey.  It is imaginative, and stimulating 

to read. Shams and Rumi are fascinating characters, and give the book 

an unusual tone. The fact that it is two love stories – one spiritual and 

one romantic gives it an added dimension. 
 

An unusual read.                                                              Lynda Stark 

News of Juliette: I know some people will want to know that Juliette 

had major surgery 2 weeks ago in Salisbury on her hip and leg and is 

home on crutches and managing with the help of Jess who is still on 

school holidays and Theo who is the best at fetching and carrying. She 

has to get the other side operated on in 3 months or so but remains 

positive and stoic.  She is always interested to get KCC news. 
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BITS AND PIECES 
Although the task of keeping the extensive  

grounds around the manse in good order is 

ongoing for much of the year, thanks to Bert 

Duncan, there has been a concerted effort by Bert 

and Jim Smith to have  all the hedges and shrubs 

trimmed and ship shape before Stephen and Kath 

move in.  I supplied the drinks and bacon rolls to sustain them in the 

heat! 

Inside the manse, a new kitchen and bathroom were installed when it 

became vacant, but the original carpeting throughout when the 

manse was bought in 2001 was still in situ.  Two of the bedrooms 

have now had new carpeting laid and Stephen and Kath are happy 

with the remaining floorcoverings, so the manse is looking smart and 

ready for its new tenants.   

We wish them many contented and fruitful times in Stichill. 

                           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I am delighted to announce that Cheviot Churches (Yetholm, 

Morebattle, Linton and Hounam) is in the process of calling a 

minister.  He is Rev Colin Johnston and he will be inducted on 

Friday, 30th August in Morebattle Church.  Many people in our 

Presbytery already know Colin who worked abroad in Africa, Israel 

and Egypt as a missionary and teacher and he was the missionary 

partner for Jedburgh Presbytery for many years.  Colin is now settled 

in the Borders and we wish him every blessing as he takes on the 

baton in our neighbouring rural parish. 

                            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions 

1. Why is the third hand on a clock called the second hand? 

2. If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how would we ever 

know? 

3. Why do ‘slow down’ and ‘slow up’ mean the same? 

4. Why do ‘tug boats’ push their barges? 

5. Why is it called ‘after dark’ when it is really ‘after light’?  

6. Why are a ‘wise man’ and a ‘wise guy’ opposites? 

7. How come abbreviated is such a long word. 
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 Guild News 
                                 ONE JOURNEY, MANY ROADS. 

The new Guild session is almost upon us and although the work of the 

Guild is ongoing throughout the year, the opening meeting of our new 

session is on 9th October. We are going into the second year of the three 

year strategy; One Journey Many Roads and in 2019/20 we will be 

underpinning our work with the theme: ‘Companions on the Road’. 
 

Journeys and walking together seem to be a recurring theme in this 

edition, and the Bible tells us of many journeys where God takes people 

to new places, supports and guides them with visions and signs and 

deep trust; the Israelites on their Exodus, Paul travelling with Barnabas, 

Mary and Joseph going to Bethlehem, and Jesus travelling around 

Galilee with his disciples….all of these journeys share another element; 

companionship.  We are not talking just about fellow travellers on the 

same journey, rather it is about who is sharing the journey with us. 

Once again, secretary Lynda Stark has arranged an interesting 

programme of meetings for the winter syllabus and here is a short 

summary: 

9th October: Trip to the holy Land by Bob King, Rector of St Andrew’s  

                     Church, Kelso. 

27th October:  Guild service in Stichill Church. 

13th November: Guild Project – Boys Brigade – ‘Faith in Young People 

15th December:  Music from Mosaic. Visitors afternoon/festive fare. 

8th January 2020: Kath Manners speaking on her work with  Crossreach  

                            in supporting adults with learning difficulties. 

12th February:     Seema’s Project – Free to Live Trust 

11th March:         ‘A visit to Chile and Argentina’ by Charlie Orr 

We meet in the church hall on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm and enjoy fun and fellowship as well as being a part of the 

branches achieving some amazing outreach locally and overseas. We 

would be delighted to welcome ladies (and men) who haven’t tried the 

Guild.    

As we work through this year’s theme, let’s celebrate the 

companionship that the Guild offers and share the next part of our 

journey on these many roads.                                 
Footnote: Stichill Woman’s Guild, as it used to be known, is 90 years 

old in November.  Watch this space! 
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Meet the Minister’s Wife 
Kath Manners 
 

I was born and brought up in the west end of 

Glasgow where for many years we stayed 

across the road from the Rev I. M. Jolly aka 

Rikki Fulton, which is probably my greatest 

claim to fame! 

 

I was the oldest of 4 with 3 younger brothers 

but all born within 5 years so we were a close 

knit tribe. Though I was (and still am) always in charge! Sadly the 

oldest of the 3 boys died when he was a young man so we always now 

have one missing, an experience which many families will relate to. 

 

Our family went to church every Sunday without fail, stopping on the 

way to pick up Granny and the Great Aunts. Woodlands Church in 

Glasgow had been the family church for generations and in 1974 it 

united with Wellington Church so we moved to University Avenue 

where it was and this is the church I would now think of as my ‘home’ 

church. My Mum still goes there. 

 

So, of course, my brothers and I went to Sunday School. I can’t say I 

much liked it. I found it boring and only went because I had to. But 

God was part of the family. My Dad prayed with us individually every 

night when we were young and the Bible was read at special occasions 

such as Christmas. 

 

When I was 11, I went with my school friends to a Scripture Union 

Camp in Rothesay on the Isle of Bute. Every evening there was singing 

and a talk and through that week things kind of ‘fell into place’ for me. 

I had always believed in God but for the first time I really understood 

that he was a person I could know. So I decided to make my own 

choice to be a Christian, not just to do it because of the family. 

School….didn’t really enjoy that either, not till the last 2 years                

when I got really interested in what I was studying. So I went on to 

Glasgow Uni where I loved studying French and History. I went to 

France for a year as part of my degree, where I worked on a pilot 

scheme teaching English to children in P1 and P2. I had a fantastic 

time. I got involved in a church and ended up being baptized in a river. 

I travelled far and wide and came home very, very fluent in French – 

which sadly I am not anymore. 

 

Anyway, I finished my degree and went on to Jordanhill College to do 

post grad teacher training. This came just as Mrs Thatcher made huge 

education cuts and no one in my class got a job. But I applied for 

everything I could in The Times Educational Supplement. And, on the 

day Charles and Diana got married, I heard I had got a job teaching 

English to the employees of a Hydro Electric Power Company in 

Finland. 

 

I had 2 great years in Finland and only came back because of my old 

friend Stephen Manners………We got married on Live Aid Day, 13th 

July 1985 (We picked it first!) And soon had or own little tribe of twins 

Paula and Rachel, followed by Joanna then Lucy. 

 

Stephen was doing his B.D. when Paula and Rachel were born and the 

family has lived in manses in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Orkney and in 

our own home in Edinburgh.  

 

For many years I was not in paid employment, but in 2003 I began 

working for Day Services for adults with learning disabilities in 

Edinburgh. For a few years I was seconded to work with young people 

with additional support needs in the transition from school to college.  

 

Since returning to Edinburgh from Orkney, I have been working for 

Crossreach in the Eskmills Project which supports adults with learning 

difficulties who live in their own tenancies. As Stephen starts his new 

job, I will continue working there, coming down to Stichill every other 

weekend from Wednesday to Sunday. I am greatly looking forward to 

meeting you all and getting to know the beautiful Borders. 

 

Editor: My thanks to Kath for introducing herself, and at short notice. 

Stephen is moving into the manse this week and has a busy schedule 

but will introduce himself through the Country Link next time.  
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